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Minutes of Cemetery Committee Meeting held 25th October 2017 

Present: Councillors A Bailey(Chair), M Harriman, B Blackmore, J Hobbley, M Jones 

(Assistant) S Baxter(Clerk) 

Apologies: Councillor M Lightwood 

Absent: Councillor R Gilmartin 

 

1. A visit to the Cemetery was undertaken buy Councillors Blackmore and Hobbley 

accompanied by the Clerk and Cemetery Assistant. 

2. Apologies were given and accepted. 

3. The Minutes of the previous meeting held on the 19th July 2017 were agreed as a 

true record. 

4.   The Cemetery Assistant gave an update on items not otherwise on the agenda. She 

advised on quotes received to undertake work to repair rotting timber on the fascia of 

the pavilion and that other quotes are awaited. However, the nature of the decorating 

and outside work could not take place until the Spring. Mr Dutton has put new wire 

fencing on the boundary of the field and cemetery, and the railings where they are 

collapsed need removing.  Councillor Hobbley advised he knew of a blacksmith who 

might be willing to remove them free of charge and make use of the railings rather 

than they go to waste. Councillor Harriman suggested making a photographic record 

of the condition of the railings in case there is any query about them as an asset. The 

Clerk advised that this is currently unclear as there is no previous  record in asset 

register from previously when they were taken on by the Community Council. It was 

agreed that the Cemetery Assistant will contact Mr Dutton to see if he can assist with 

the removal of the railings, and Councillor Hobbley will forward the details of the 

blacksmith to the Cemetery Assistant so that she can approach him. The Cemetery 

Assistant further advised that the tree contractor will be on site on the 6th November 

to undertake tree work. 

5. The Cemetery Assistant gave an update on progress with tracing the families of 

owners of unused grave plots. The situation is as previously reported, with one grave 

being untraceable and therefore no contact can be made.  This grave could in future 

revert back into use. It was agreed that the Cemetery Assistant had explored this 

issue as far as she could go and the matter should now be recorded as closed, and 

removed from future agendas. Councillor Harriman advised that the Cemetery 

Assistant forward the details of that particular grave on so that it can be recorded in 

the minutes. 
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6. The Clerk advised that she has set up a meeting with the Parks and Countryside 

Manager of WCBC on the 8th November at 2.30pm at which it is hoped to receive 

advice on the plan required for the future expansion of the Cemetery, and on the 

specification and survey of the footpaths. It was agreed that Councillors will meet at 

2.15 pm as a pre-meeting, and the Clerk will prepare and circulate a list of items to 

request advice on. 

7. The Clerk advised of progress in obtaining advice on conducting an Eco survey from 

the County Borough Council’s Ecology and Bio- diversity Officer. A discussion took 

place, Councillor Blackmore expressing interest in the Chester Zoo suggestion and 

Councillor Harriman suggesting that it might be an opportunity for schools to get 

involved in some way. 

8. A discussion took place about the position of the Spoil Heap and Compost Heap. The 

Cemetery Assistant advised that she had requested the advice of Mr Pugh, the grave 

digger and he had expressed a willingness to carry out a walled construction, quoting 

a cost of approximately £3k. A photograph of a similar construction at New 

Broughton was considered, as well as a plan of the cemetery detailing a suggested 

location for the spoil heap construction. It was decided that given this advised cost, 

further quotations would need to be explored. Action: Cemetery Assistant to obtain 

further quotations based on the same specification of reinforced base and walls as 

stated by Mr Pugh. 

9. A discussion took place about the proposed footpath along the boundary hedge.  It 

was agreed that further advice could be sought from the Parks and Countryside 

Manager at the meeting on the 8th November. In terms of the budget it was agreed 

that the Construction of the Spoil Heap be a priority, together with the work to be 

done to the pavilion. The costs of the footpath can be further explored and a 

specification drawn and this to be built into future budgets. The Cemetery Assistant 

explained the current difficulties of the vehicles turning at the far end and of ruts 

being formed. It was agreed that this be looked at on the 8th November. It was 

reported that a large crack had been found in one of the paths in very close proximity 

to a grave, whilst undertaking the earlier cemetery inspection. It was agreed that this 

be treated as an urgent matter and the Cemetery Assistant is to in the first instance 

seek the advice of the grave digger in regard to the proximity to the grave for his 

advice and to see whether he is able to assist with a repair to the path. The Cemetery 

Assistant will then inform the Clerk and Chair of likely costs, and the meeting on the 

8th will further consider any information received. 
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10. Councillor Harriman raised the matter of reduced charges for members of the 

armed forces that had been considered elsewhere and should perhaps be 

considered. 

11. The Clerk advised of a circulated e-mail and survey that she had responded to 

concerning Councils charging for the burial of Children in Wales. She advised that 

once the outcome of the survey is concluded and reported on, we may receive 

guidance on charging to bring all Councils into line on this matter. 

12. Councillor Harriman raised as a discussion point the possibility of a plaque to be 

placed in the Cemetery pavilion for members of the armed forces, and also 

highlighted that the village does not have a War Memorial.  It was agreed that this 

item be put on the Agenda for next full Council – Clerk to action. 

13.  The next meeting of the Cemetery Committee will take place on the 8th November 

to discuss specifically the future requirement to expand the Cemetery, thereafter the 

next meeting of the Cemetery Committee will be on the 5th March 2018. 


