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GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

CEMETERY COMMITTEE 

 

Meeting held 30th July  2018 

Present: Councillors A. Bailey (Chair), M. Harriman, M. Lightwood, B. Blackmore, S. 

Atherton . 

S. Baxter (Clerk) M. Jones (Assistant) 

Apologies: Councillors R. Gilmartin, J. Holmes, J. Hobbley 

MINUTES: 

1. Apologies were accepted. 

2. There were no members of the public present. 

3. The Minutes of the meeting of the 11th June 2018 were moved and accepted. 

4. Proposed extension of the Cemetery: The Clerk updated the Committee on recent 

communications  progressed regarding this matter. Mr James of WCBC has advised on the 

boundary and the current use of the expansion land. At some point in the future Notice would 

have to be served on the current use of the expansion land. The need therefore to keep 

neighbouring landowners informed on all progress in this matter was noted, with the possibility of 

the Chair and Clerk arranging a specific meeting. The Clerk advised that in connection with  the 

lease of the Cemetery ground,  she is trying to make contact with the person in WCBC Legal 

Team who has been passed the file on the lease by Mr James. The  projected use of the 

Cemetery was reviewed.  The Clerk advised that the matter previously discussed concerning 

Harrisons of Mold, to do an initial scoping exercise had not yet been to Full Council for approval 

of the cost. It was agreed that the approval needs to be sought with a view to engaging Harrison’s 

to conduct an initial scoping survey, at the cost of £488.50 as quoted . 

Actions: Clerk to continue to make contact with Legal Team to progress the lease. Chair and 

Clerk to enquire about possible meeting with neighbouring landowners if they wish. Clerk to 

agenda item of the costs of engaging Harrison’s on next full Council agenda. 

5. Update on works to be carried out at the Cemetery: The Cemetery Assistant updated the 

Committee on the works to be carried out and discussions with contractors held following the 

approvals given by Full Council for the works to go ahead as quoted. Regarding the roof- this is 

aimed for commencement mid-September. Regarding the decorating, this will commence once 

the roof is finished but in the meantime the contractor will make a start on treating the benches. 

With regard to the clearance of the area under the trees which could then become the new site 

for a spoil heap-  Council had raised a query  whether the contractor quoting had the relevant 

waste carrying license and so this is on hold while this is checked. A discussion took place 

concerning this and the Cemetery Assistant advised that she is awaiting a further quotation for 
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the removal of spoil. It was noted that a written quotation is required. Concerning footpath edging 

a date is required from the contractor concerning  when this is to start. 

Action: Cemetery Assistant to liaise with contractors as work progresses. 

6. Eco- survey of  Cemetery area: The report provided by North Wales Wildlife Trust was 

considered, and how the recommendations and further report is to be progressed. The Clerk 

advised that Full Council had, at the meeting of the 5th July 2018, approved for the commissioning 

of a more detailed survey to the cost of £500, and in order that the grass cutting contract could 

take account of any recommendations.  Councillor Harriman raised a concern that the  outline of 

the further detailed reports is somewhat vague .It was agreed that the Clerk will contact  NWWT  

for some detail on the outcome of each of the proposed surveys so that a  view can be sought  

on which, if any,  to commission. 

Action: Clerk to contact Mr Edwards of NWWT for further detail and circulate via email to 

Committee members seeking views on how to progress. 

7. Grass Cutting contract: The Clerk advised that a meeting of Chairs  of  Committees is to take 

place  in order to make a decision on how this is to proceed, and it was suggested that Cemetery 

Committee  make a recommendation  if the Cemetery requires its own contract. Councillor  

Harriman raised points concerning grass cutting that had been made by North Wales Wildlife 

Trust. It was noted that due to the extreme weather it had not been possible to undertake the 

leaving fallow of certain areas as there had  been no growth. Councillor Harriman  proposed 

separating it out, as the Cemetery requires  different contract requirements to Allington Park. 

8. Digitisation of Cemetery records. The Clerk advised on quotations received to date. These were 

considered. It was suggested that it would be useful to see examples of where this has been  

made use of in other areas and to request on line examples and demonstrations. 

Action: Clerk to contact those companies quoting to ask for examples of  records. 

9. Grave digging Risk assessment and  issue related to depth digging: The Clerk and the Cemetery 

Assistant reported on the meeting that had taken place with the Head of the Grave digging 

company used. The Clerk also reported that advice had been taken from the Cemeteries Manager 

at WCBC on this issue and had been advised to carry out the risk assessment. Advice had also 

been sought  from the ICCM. The concern held by the Head of the gravedigging company used 

by the Community Council is that due to the depth required, there is a Health and Safety risk to 

his men because the ground as he  had demonstrated is mostly large and small stones and grit. 

There is nothing to bind it , even in wet weather. He has looked into Hydraulic equipment as 

advised by ICCM but this would not work due to the ground not having any weight behind it. He 

had demonstrated his method which has been noted on the risk assessment form and advised 

that for a depth up to two burials he is satisfied that this works the best but for any deeper he is 

not sure that there is anything that would prevent a fall. This was considered, and it was agreed 
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to write to the Grave digging company and thank them for their  advice The Cemetery Assistant 

advised that there are 32 such pre-purchased graves. . It was resolved to  notify potential  deed 

holders that only two burials can now take place and see what comments might be received.  It 

was resolved that from now on only two burials per plot be allowed. 

Actions: Clerk to write to the Head of the Grave digging company. The Cemetery Assistant write 

to the 32  deed holders to advise them of the change . No further burials to a depth of three burials 

be allowed. 

10. Commemorative Bench:  The Cemetery Assistant outlined a request received  to install a 

commemorative bench. She outlined the costs in total, and  that the payment received also 

contains  costs towards ongoing maintenance for the  first five years. The cost overall  is £780 

plus a cost towards the engraved plaque, and future maintenance. Councillor Bailey suggested 

the costs be kept to the same, as previously.  This was agreed.  It was further explained that the 

request to install the bench under a particular tree may not be possible due to the nature of the 

tree and the need for maintenance access.  It was noted that one existing bench is having to be 

disposed of due to its current state of disrepair. A suggestion to reduce costs by this requested 

bench being a replacement was discounted due to the precedent this would set. It was resolved 

that the request be granted at the price outlined,  and as close as possible to where it is requested 

to be , taking account of the limitations of the site. The bench is not to be secured for the time 

being as this will add substantially to the cost. 

Actions: Cemetery Assistant to respond to the request and liaise with suppliers as necessary. 

Any issues to be brought back to the next meeting. 

11. It was agreed that the War memorial idea will be taken forward by General Amenities Committee. 

The idea of the Memorial Tree will be put on the Agenda for the next Committee meeting. 

12. The Action Plan was considered, and the Clerk will update it in the view of recent developments. 

13. The next meeting will be the 8th October 2018. at 5. 30pm. 


