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GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

CEMETERY COMMITTEE 

 

Meeting held 31st July  2019 
Present: Councillors A. Bailey (Chair), M. Harriman,  J. Holmes, J. Hobbley, B. Blackmore, 

K. Hobbley 

S. Baxter (Clerk) M. Jones (Assistant) 

Apologies:  

MINUTES: 

1. Apologies: There were no apologies.  

2. Councillors were advised regarding Declarations of interest. There were no members of 
the public present. 

3. Inspection of the Cemetery: An inspection of the Cemetery had taken place prior to the 
meeting. It was noted that the Cemetery is looking very tidy and the grass is well cut. 

4. The Minutes of the previous  meeting , held on the 8th May 2019,  were moved and 
accepted as a true record. 

5. Matters arising from previous Minutes. There were no matters arising. 

6. Update from the Cemetery Assistant on any current issues: The Cemetery assistant 
reported that she had received a quotation from the  grass cutting contractor for spraying the 
moss on the paths, and that was £275. Plus VAT. He had given assurance that the compound 
used was safe and non-toxic. This was thought to be an acceptable price and would be 
recommended to full Council for approval. Action: Clerk to agenda item. The tree that had 
been approved to come down would be taken down on the 6th August. Following an issue 
raised concerning a headstone, MJ had undertaken an inspection with the Stonemason of 
headstones re-erected after previously having been found to be unsound, ,  and  9 of those 
headstones were not up to standard, so had again been laid flat. A laminated notice had been 
placed on them. Full Inspection of all headstones will be  required next year, a 5 yearly period 
being the recommended time, and  3 quotes will need to be obtained from authorised 
monumental masons. A discussion took place about the health and safety implications, and 
what requirements must be placed on the owners of graves. Councillor Holmes suggested a 
laminated notice be placed on each base, and the Clerk advised to take a photo of those laid 
flat with a  notice attached. It was suggested this be placed on the next agenda as a specific 
item for discussion and a policy looked at. Action: Clerk. Councillor Harriman suggested five 
years is a long time between inspections. MJ confirmed there is a standard for re-erection and 
secure fastening of  headstones. The Clerk advised that she will contact WCBC to ask about 
their process and period of inspection. The Cemetery assistant will enquire with the ICCM. 

7. Commemorative bench request: A request had been received for the provision of a 
bench. This would be next to a neighbouring grave where there is also a bench. The existing 
bench had been looked at during the cemetery inspection and was deemed to be in need of 
repair for which the cemetery assistant will write to the owner of the existing bench. After 
discussion the Committee agreed to allow the bench to be provided in that location,  in line 
with the policy on commemorative benches. There will be two side by side, but the Cemetery 
assistant confirmed that in that specific location the area cannot be used for grave plots. 

8. Annual Review of fees and charges: The Cemetery Assistant advised that the last 
changes made to the fees and charges had been in October 2017. Amendments had been 
made last year due to child burial fees. A discussion took place about issues concerning fees. 
It was suggested that these need to be looked at alongside the costs of gravedigging services 
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to see how these have risen. Action: Clerk to place on agenda for next meeting, and to 
circulate table of costs of grave digging fees. 

9. Eco- survey update: The Cemetery Assistant reported that North Wales Wildlife Trust had 
been to visit on the 13th May and again in June. Action: Clerk will contact them to see when 
report might be  available. Councillor K. Hobbley remarked on the untidiness of that particular 
area. Councillor Bailey advised it was concerning the birds and bees and Councillor Harriman 
advised on the background of leaving the area fallow, and how an area can be turned over to 
meadow successfully. Councillor Blackmore reminded that it had been suggested to get the 
schools involved. Councillor J. Hobbley suggested asking the schools to attend a meeting. 

10. Digitisation of Cemetery Records:  The Cemetery Assistant reported that the registers 
were due back this week, with the software due  to be delivered by the 5th August. It was stated 
the situation would be reviewed in six months. The Clerk advised on need to be aware of 
GDPR in  making digital records available through the  website. The Cemetery Assistant 
advised that she would keep the large registers for now  to look at the system side by side to 
make sure it is working and correct.  

11. Progress with Cemetery Lease: The Clerk advised of the progress with the letter that she 
had sent to WCBC, and a response is  awaited. Councillor Harriman advised of his discussion 
with Mr Leece-Jones. Councillor Harriman also asked that the draft lease be scanned and sent 
to members of the Committee, and so it can be further discussed at the next Committee 
meeting. 

12. Progress with Cemetery Boundary: The Clerk reported that she had asked WCBC in 
writing if they had any objection to the Community Council proceeding with the replacement 
of the boundary but had had no further response. The  unsafe condition of the boundary had 
been pointed out.  This has been mentioned again in the subsequent letter. Parts of the railing 
are potentially hazardous. It was agreed that a meeting shall take place with Mr Dutton , 
landowner, and  the Clerk, Cemetery assistant and Chair, to discuss how it can be taken 
forward and removed and replaced, and WCBC shall be advised that in the absence of their 
response and sufficient time  given to respond, that this is what the Community Council have 
done. Action: Clerk to arrange meeting. 

13. Next Meeting: The next meeting of the Committee will be the 7th October  2019. 


