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 GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

CYNGOR CYMUNED  GRESFORD 

 

CEMETERY COMMITTEE 

 

Meeting held 7th October   2019 
Present: Councillors A. Bailey (Chair), M. Harriman,  J. Holmes, J. Hobbley, B. Blackmore, 

K. Hobbley 

S. Baxter (Clerk) M. Jones (Assistant) 

Apologies:  

MINUTES: 

1. Apologies: There were no apologies.  

2. Councillors were advised regarding Declarations of interest. There were no members of 

the public present. 

3. Inspection of the Cemetery: Councillors attended the Cemetery prior to the start of the 
meeting and commented  positively on its  appearance. 

4. The Minutes of the previous  meeting , held on the 31st July  2019,  were moved and 
accepted as a true record. 

5. Matters arising from previous Minutes. The Cemetery Assistant confirmed there is a 
policy on bench provision in place. Councillor Harriman reminded that he had asked for a copy 
of the Cemetery Lease to be scanned and sent out. Action: Clerk 

6. Update from the Cemetery Assistant on any current issues: The Cemetery Assistant 
reported  that the  Cyprus tree in the centre of the  Cemetery has now been taken down and 
removed. The moss has been sprayed on the paths. It was noted that in places the roots are 
lifting into the paths, and there is mud which can be slippy.  The issue of headstone inspections 
is to take place next year.   

7. Annual Review of fees and charges: A discussion took place about the  comparison of 
charges between resident and non-resident fees and charges. The Cemetery Assistant 
confirmed the process in place for purchasing the Rights of Burial, and the  different ways that 
charges are made up. The concerns raised, in summary were as follows  : whether the fees 
charged at Gresford were lower than in other places, and whether the gap between residents 
and non-residents fees is comparable to elsewhere, and if the gap  is growing due to 
successive percentage increases. The Clerk advised that the matter of burial fees and charges 
had been raised in parliament. There is usually a favourable  fee in most places towards 
residents of an area. It was determined that the following actions should take place: Clarity 
should be obtained on the grave diggers’ costs , and costs looked at generally to ensure they 
are being met by fees and charges. Comparison information to be obtained in respect of other 
local burial grounds , including WCBC. To look at the wording for the definition of  residents. 
To look at increasing fees on a gradual basis. To look at WCBC’s current fees. To have an 
urgent meeting over the next month to look solely at the issue of fees and charges. The Clerk 
and the Cemetery Assistant advised on a situation that had recently occurred concerning the 
purchase of a burial plot for the purpose of multiple cremated remains and the costs being 
charges to that family. In defining ‘resident’ Cllr J. Hobbley suggested the use of parish 
boundaries but this was discounted in favour of a term expressing ’within the Community 
Council area’ This would then include Marford  and Hosely, parts of Boprras and Gresford. 
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Areas outside of this would be Non-resident. This to be written up as a policy. Further issues 
for consideration  included Muslim burials and a process in place for responding to such 
requests, as suggested by Cllr K. Hobbley, and an  area for scattering cremated remains. 

8. Eco- survey update: The Clerk had previously circulated the report received from North 
Wales Wildlife Trust, and the report was examined.  A discussion took place about the fallow 
areas which have now been mown and the instructions in the report for future treatment.  
Councillor Holmes suggested removing the kerbstones around the old graves to allow the area 
to be mown. It was pointed out that there may be restrictive covenants against doing so as 
there will be a purchase lease in place.  It was agreed that the Cemetery Assistant  identify 
which of the older graves are still covered by the 99-year lease. The Cemetery Assistant 
pointed out that earlier burials may have contained a slab on top of the coffins, which might 
restrict  natural growth. It was noted that the tree survey is awaited and there may be items in 
this for consideration, and it was further  noted that the survey mentions ragwort, and Spanish 
bluebell.  It was suggested that the schools be approached to see if they wanted to become 
involved.  It was suggested to  approach North Wales Wildlife Trust for the loan of a camera 
trap as they had suggested  the use of such a camera in the report.  It was suggested that a 
copy of the report be sent to the Grounds maintenance contractor and ask him to scarify the 
area as recommended. The issue of grass collection and thatch was discussed.  Councillor 
Harriman suggested inviting the officer from NWW Trust to come to a future meeting to discuss 
the report recommendations in more depth. Action: Clerk will contact Officer. 

9. Digitisation of Cemetery Records:  The Cemetery Assistant reported on issues 
concerning the digitisation.  This is now complete,  and the records have all been received 
back. Some significant errors were found, and the Cemetery Assistant explained the corrective 
action she had taken , which had been time consuming.  The digital records were shown to 
those present. Councillor Harriman suggested finding an appropriate meeting date for the 
Cemetery Assistant to attend a Council meeting and demonstrate to all Councillors what the 
records  and the new software now show . Councillor Holmes suggested a paragraph in 
Essentials advising that if people wished to search records,  they could contact the Cemetery 
Assistant.   The Chair thanked the Cemetery Assistant for all her hard work, and this was 
echoed by all present.  The Cemetery assistant confirmed that for the moment she still has the 
old ledgers, but the pages are now encapsulated into digital software.  To explore future 
storage options.  

10. Progress with Cemetery Lease: The Clerk advised  on recent communications with 
WCBC and the frustration of the lack of  a satisfactory response over twelve months. Councillor 
Harriman suggested that the Council has tried, there is a draft lease and for a number of years 
the Council has been managing the cemetery, therefore he suggested to continue  with plans 
without a lease in place. The Clerk  stated she would try to contact WCBC’s legal officer in 
person. She also reminded of the background issues when concern over the Cemetery lease 
had  been raised,  in particular the issue  of the costs involved in Planning permission which 
would be substantial in expanding the Cemetery.  

11. Progress with Cemetery Boundary: The Clerk  reported as at the previous meeting that 
she had asked WCBC in writing if they had any objection to the Community Council proceeding 
with the replacement of the boundary but had had no further response The situation was as 
the previous meeting and it was reminded that a meeting is to take place with Mr Dutton 
concerning the boundary. Action- Clerk. 

12. Next Meeting: The next meeting of the Committee will be the 10th February  2020, with a 
meeting during November to look at fees and charges.  


