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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT GRESFORD 

METHODIST CHURCH HALL ON   6th February 2020 

Members Present 

Councillors A. Bailey,  M. J. Edwards,    M. Harriman,   J. Hobbley, K. Hobbley  , J Holmes, ,  A. Merry,  B. 
Blackmore , J. Blackmore. M. Wilde 

Chair: Councillor A. Bailey. 

Clerk: Serena Baxter. 

Apologies given and accepted:  J. Dutton, A. Atkinson 

Also in attendance:  PCSO  S. Lawrence. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

604. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Apologies were given and accepted .  

605. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Members were reminded that they should declare the existence 
and nature of any personal and or prejudicial interest on the form provided for this purpose for any 
item under discussion.  A number of members stated they would be declaring interest concerning the 
item on grants to be awarded.  

606. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:   There were no members of the Public present for the meeting.  

607. POLICE REPORT:  The Clerk advised on the new format for crime statistics: this being that North 
Wales Police would no longer supply statistics to Community Councils, and instead the Clerk would 
need to obtain these from the Home office website. These would be a month  behind what would 
normally be circulated. Statistics were unavailable for his meeting. PCSO  Lawrence advised that she 
can support with any additional information required and if anything is urgently   .She also explained 
that some  items categorised as violent crime could be domestic incidents and therefore not for reporting 
as not in the public interest- Community Councils would be concerned with crime matters that concerned 
the wider public interest. A Discussion took place about the  relaunch of Community Speedwatch. It was 
AGREED that PCSO Lawrence will borrow the Council’s speed gun to undertake more speed  
monitoring work and Community Councillors can attend with her is they wish. The Clerk circulated an 
update from the recent Rural Policing Forum that she had attended on behalf of the Council.  

608. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING  HELD 9th January 2020:  The Minutes 
of the meeting held on the   9th January 2020 were AGREED as a true record.    

609. MATTERS ARISING AND UPDATES FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES: The Clerk circulated a table of 
actions from the previous meetings  and progress since the last meeting. These were NOTED.    

610. VACANCIES ARISING MARFORD AND HOSELEY WARD AND GRESFORD WEST WARD :  
The Clerk advised that no response has been received to the advertisement for Co-option,  in respect 
of Marford and Hoseley ward , and  this has been re-advertised.  A discussion took place about  
advertising in Essentials magazine. In respect of GRESFORD WEST ward, a response had been 
received from Mrs Jan Jones, who had previously served as a Councillor. Mrs Jones’ response was 
considered, and a vote taken. The vote was unanimous in favour of Mrs Jones joining as Councillor to 
represent Gresford West Ward. 

611. TO CONSIDER COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPRESENTATION ON  BOARD OF GRESFORD 
TRUST:   This matter was raised and deferred to the next meeting. 

612. ONGOING MATTERS 

i. Clappers Lane flooding -   To be considered as a separate agenda item.     

ii. High Street, Gresford:  - To be considered as a separate agenda item. 

iii. Marford Play Area:  - A meeting had been held with representatives of Wrexham Council’s 
education department. Nothing further had been heard regarding the points put forward for the 
potential for a lease arrangement. Action: Clerk to chase response. 
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iv. Marford Community Centre:  It was reported that nothing further had been heard from Wrexham 
Council’s Assets department. It was noted that the land registry had  been mentioned. Action:  Clerk 
to raise. It was noted that the gate has been repaired. Councillor Edwards reiterated that the lease 
would have specific terms and clauses. 

613. TO CONSIDER ANY DEVELOPMENTS  SINCE THE LAST MEETING CONCERNING  
PROPOSALS FOR GRESFORD HEALTH CENTRE (STANDING ITEM) : Councillor Holmes 
updated concerning the patient engagement group, and also mentioned a  possible development. 
Action: Clerk to write to BCUHB to enquire. 

614. COMMUNITY AGENT- PROGRESS ON RECRUITMENT: The Clerk advised that the recruitment 
for the Community Agent has progressed , and interviews of shortlisted candidates will be taking place 
on the 13th February. 

615. CLAPPERS LANE FLOODING: TO CONSIDER POTENTIAL EXPENDITURE AND ISSUES 
ARISING FROM SITE MEETING HELD WITH WCBC HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT. TO 
CONSIDER ADVICE RECEIVED FROM ONE VOICE WALES : A discussion took place further to 
the recent meeting with a representative of Wrexham Council Highways department.  An explanation 
had been given of the  work plan put in place and solutions that included  additional soakaways on or 
near  Trust land. Mr  Taunt was to  enquire on the level of support that could be provided to the 
Community Council, by Wrexham Council as Unitary Highways Authority, should the Community 
Council wish in future to engage and contribute to costs of a contractor undertaking the works. The 
Clerk advised that the Council would need to be assured  in terms of an approved contractor, supervision 
of project and the standards of works carried out, for insurance purposes. The Clerk had also obtained 
advice from One Voice Wales concerning highway work and their offer to engage legal advice 
concerning powers to undertake such works. Concerns were expressed and other areas subject to 
flooding were mentioned. Action: Clerk to chase with Mr Taunt as to WCBC’s position on the 
matter following the issues highlighted at the recent meeting. 

616. ALLOTMENTS WORKING GROUP: REVIEW OF PROGRESS AND ITEMS FOR APPROVAL: 
The Clerk advised that further to the letter sent  a response had now been received from the University 
of Wales with an agreed price and subject to the Community Council setting itself up as a charity . After 
discussion concerning costs , and possible advice from One Voice Wales,  it was AGREED that the 
Clerk shall proceed with the application to the Charities Commission , with the option of taking legal 
advice if required, subject to costs. It was mentioned that AVOW or One Voice Wales may assist or a 
local solicitor on a community basis.  Action: Clerk to undertake application and to advise the Chair 
of the Allotments Association on progress. 

617. TO CONSIDER OUTCOMES OF SPEEDING SURVEYS AND  LOCATIONS FOR FURTHER 
SURVEYS AT COST OF £400 PER SURVEY, AND OTHER SPEEDING RELATED MATTERS: 
Concern was expressed about the location of the survey that had recently taken place. The Clerk 
reminded of the previous locations  identified for surveys: Red Lion Marford crossing and Burton Rise.  
The costs identified at that time were £400 per survey, to inform  decisions about any traffic measures 
or upgrades required. A discussion took place and it was felt that the  purpose and the outcome of the 
survey undertaken at High Street was not  clear. It was stated that a 20mph speed limit is required  
where High street narrows and it is in proximity to the school. Councillor Edwards proposed writing to 
WCBC to ask for an extension to  the School Hill speed restriction into High Street and to advise that 
the evidence gathering has previously been paid for. Councillor Holmes requested notification to 
Wrexham Council concerning vegetation obscuring road signs in both directions approaching the 
pedestrian crossing. Action: Clerk to advise WCBC. Of vegetation issue, and to write concerning  
the  extension of the  speed restriction. 

618. FINANCE COMMITTEE: 

i. To note Minutes of the meeting held on the 21st January 2020. The Minutes of the meeting 
were Noted. 

ii. To consider Committee’s recommendation on Grant awards for 2019-20. It was 
proposed and AGREED that each application be considered in turn. Councillor Edwards as  
Chair of the Committee took Members thorough each grant application and highlighted the 
recommendations of the Committee.   The following Members of the Council declared interest 
as follows: Councillor Harriman( Gresford Recreation club),Councillor Holme( Gresford Trust), 
Councillor Bailey (  Gresford Library, IMAGE, Maes y Pant, Marie Curie), Councillor Merry( 
Gresford Library), Councillor Edwards ( Maes y Pant) . Those Councillors took no part in 
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discussions pertaining to their relevant organisation as declared. Councillor Edwards advised of 
the total amount to be spent, and concerning applications made by Gresford Library and the 
British Legion in respect of a War Memorial.  A meeting has taken place with directors of 
Gresford Library , and it  was agreed that the £4000 be approved and £800 be deferred. Further 
work is to be done with the British Legion and this item be deferred. Otherwise all 
recommendations made by the Finance Committee  concerning the award of grant were 
APPROVED. The awards made are shown in Appendix 1. of the Minutes following. 

iii. To consider Financial Report  on income and expenditure for the  3rd Quarter 2019-
20. Councillor Edwards as Chair of the Committee took Members through  the Financial report 
to the end of Quarter 3, that had been prepared by the Clerk. Following discussion the report 
was ACCEPTED. 

iv. To consider Committee’s recommendation to adopt draft Annual Investment Strategy 
2020-21. Councillor Edwards as Chair of the Committee took Members through  the  Annual 
Investment Strategy for 2020-21, and the Strategy was ACCEPTED for Adoption. 

v. To receive advice on initial costs of Council Pension scheme. Councillor Edwards advised 
Members on progress with the pension scheme. Committee had  examined the percentages 
and costings put forward by Clwyd pension scheme and on comparison with other Community 
Councils locally, there was nothing exceptional in these costs and Committee were therefore 
satisfied with the proposal put forward. 

vi. Staffing – Recommendation on School Crossing Patrol: Councillor Edwards advised that 
Committee had seen no reason not to continue with the agreement in place with Wrexham 
Council for provision and funding of the School Crossing patrol for subsequent years. The Clerk 
advised of an updated costing she had received for the scheme for the following year. This was 
ACCEPTED, and it was further RESOLVED to continue to fund the School Crossing Patrol 
through a funding  arrangement with Wrexham Council. 

vii. To consider Committee’s recommendation to appoint Internal Auditor.    The 
recommendation from Finance Committee was to continue to use the services of JDH as internal 
Auditor, for 2019-20,  and this was APPROVED. 

viii. To consider Finance Committee’s views on progressing the lease provision at 
Allington Park.  Councillor Holmes declared an interest in this matter. Councillor Edwards 
advised  of the process proposed, and Council  AGREED to continue with the renewal of the  
lease of Allington Park, subject to terms being agreed with the Trust, and that  representatives 
of Finance Committee could enter into negotiations with the Gresford Trust , on behalf of the 
Council, concerning  future terms and conditions of a renewed lease. The main terms to be 
brought back to Council at a later date for  approval.  

619.  GENERAL AMENITIES COMMITTEE: 

i. To note Minutes of the meeting held 28th January 2020: Councillor Holmes as Chair of the 
Committee, presented the Minutes of the meeting, and these were Noted. 

ii. To approve the continuation of the SLA arrangement with WCBC  for Play Area Inspections 
at a cost of £5,093.50 plus VAT per annum: Councillor Holmes reminded Council that a review 
of arrangements had been undertaken last year and had been found to be most cost effective.  
Council gave APPROVAL for the SLA with Wrexham Council to continue. 

iii. To approve the  re-siting of the gate at the top end of Allington Park, to allow for 
improved access at a cost of £ 440 plus VAT. Councillor Holmes advised that Committee 
had considered the  three quotations obtained. Council gave   APPROVAL for the work to  be 
ordered at the price quoted. 

iv.To consider the response to  queries raised , by Gresford Athletic Football Club , in their 
request to use Allington Park for the beer festival on 27th June 2020. The Clerk advised 
Council of the response received from the Chair of the Gresford Athletic Football Club, in answer 
to the questions raised by Council concerning the use of Allington Park for the Beer Festival. The 
Council was keen to support the  Community event, and  after consideration, AGREED to allow 
Allington Park to be used for the beer festival on the 27th June, but with the express provision that 
the Club must ensure access for all other users of the nearby facilities: Play Area,  Scout hut, 
Gresford Trust,  if a party or cricket match or similar  is on that day, and for the car park, and for  
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all nearby homeowners , and provided the correct insurance is obtained and a copy given to the 
Community Council, and that any damage to the field  and pitch area is put right by reimbursing 
the costs of  an appropriate Grounds Treatment company. 

620. UPDATE FROM TOWN AND COMMUNITY COUNCIL FORUM:  Councillor Bailey and the Clerk 

gave feedback from the recent Town and Community Council Forum. The Clerk advised that following 

the letter written to the Chief Executive Officer and her subsequent meeting with him on behalf of the 

Council, he had taken forward the  concerns raised about the future  format of the Town and 

Community Council forum .At the Forum meeting it had been  agreed that a review of the function  of 

the Forum shall take place in the spring. A presentation had been received and circulated from OWL.  

Councillor Bailey echoed the concerns raised about the Forum and also the presentations made about  

the transfer of assets , the Council budget and the libraries review.  

621. TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (AS AMENDED):  

i. P/2020/0075 :- Part single storey and part two storey extension and removal of existing orangery:- 
Brooklands 22 Wynnstay Lane Marford, Wrexham :-No objections were raised. 

ii. P/2020/0077: Erection of  detached , two-story triple garage with snooker room above:- 
Bumblebery Cottage, Old Wrexham Road, Gresford, Wrexham:- It was stated and AGREED that 
If the whole or part of the works detailed are outside the settlement limit, then the Council wish to 
object to the proposal. The Councils’ concerns are as to whether the  proposed garage can be 
used as a separate property given its size. If in the future it were to be used as a separate property, 
then the volume of vehicles would increase and , given that the property is on a bend the  entrance 
would be inadequate. 

iii.  P/2020/0061: Single storey link extension between residential property and outbuilding  to 
provide private leisure facilities incidental to the enjoyment of the dwelling:- Hoseley House, 
Hoseley Lane, Marford, Wrexham:- No objections were raised. 

iv. P/2020/0078: Single Storey side extension , conversion of outbuilding to granny annexe and 
erection of new open fronted detached double garage: 69 Wynnstay Lane Marford , Wrexham:- 
No objections were raised. 

v. P/2020/0074: Relaxation of  condition 3 Imposed under Planning Permission P/2006/0072 to 
operate a takeaway from the premises 23B Chester Road Gresford, Wrexham:- A query was 
raised by Councillors over the  opening hours allowed for the takeaway proposed. It was  
AGREED that opening hours  should be no longer that that allowed for similar business within the 
locality. If the takeaway  does go ahead  then given the restrictions on parking in the area, 
Councillors would like to see complete access designated to the adjacent car park for users of 
the takeaway. 

vi. P/2020/0017:   Part Ground floor and first floor extension: Romsey, Horsley Gardens, Horsley, 
Marford :- No objections were raised. 

vii.   P/2020/0029: Erection of  two storey front extension and single storey rear extension: 35 
Wynnstay Lane, Marford, Wrexham :- No objections were raised.  

622.  FINANCE:   

i. The following items of expenditure for the month of February 2020 were presented 

and APPROVED. 

  

Date Payment To Reason Amount 

EXPENDITURE     

6.2.20 Serena Baxter NJC Salary and reimbursement  

6.2.20 Michelle Jones NJC Salary  

6.2.20 HMRC Monthly Payment due  

6.2.20 Steve Pugh Gravedigging service 300.00 

6.2.20 Carbon Reduction 
technology 

Instalment for Heritage lantern supply 4113.00 

6.2.20 Hafren Dyfrydwy Cemetery water supply charge 21.39 

6.2.20 Wrexham County 
Borough Council 

2nd payment for Play Area Inspections 2997.78 



164 
 

6.2.20 Shields Arboricultural 
Consultancy 

Tree Survey 750.00 

6.2.20 Scottish Power Monthly supply charges 868.55 

6.2.20 Ray Parry Repairs to play equipment 1248.00 

6.2.20 STC Erection and removal of Christmas tree 168.00 

6.2.20 Gresford Trust Hire of rooms 70.00 

6.2.20 Encore Office Systems Quarterly charges for printer 63.36 

6.2.20 Wrexham County 
Borough Council 

Lighting Maintenance and repair charges ( 
Contract to 30.9.19) 

5204.69 

6.2.20 SLCC Training costs webinars Clerk 180.00 

6.2.20 A. Bailey Chairs fund payment for  token of 
appreciation to volunteer electrician. 

16.00 

INCOME    

14.1.20 HMRC VAT Refund 14041.60 

8.1.20 WCBC Child Burial refund ( Welsh Govt) £580.00 

31.1.20 Salix 2nd Instalment  (Refund) to 80% Interim 
Payment re: LED Footway Lighting 

16890.40 

623. MEMBER’S URGENT ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Councillor  Harriman  gave feedback from the recent 
meeting of  the One Voice Wales Larger Councils Committee, advising that Gresford is considered as 
a larger  Council by definition. A large document had been presented concerning the  stage one 
consultation on the Electoral Bill. 33% of Community Councils in Wales had not met the statutory 
deadlines concerning Audit reporting. One Voice Wales have developed a training course on Asset 
transfer. In March  there is a promotion of Environmental Growth and funding may be available to Town 
and Community Councils for the development of projects. The date of the Annual conference is earlier 
this year 12th September, at which the Independent renumeration panel will present. Guidance on 
trusteeship is also to be circulated. Councillor Harriman was thanked for his feedback. 

624. CORRESPONDENCE: Items of Correspondence were tabled in a report from the Clerk, as received 
by the Council for the month  of  January 2020 and these were NOTED.   The consultation from 
Wrexham County Borough Council on Public Space Protection Orders was Noted. 

625. DATE, VENUE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING.  The next meeting of the Council will be held on 

Thursday the  4th March 2020 at 7.15p.m. at the Gresford  Trust Memorial  Hall. 

 

COUNCILLOR A. Bailey. 

 

CHAIR .....................................................         Date................................................ 
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APPENDIX 1 

GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL –  GRANT APPLICATIONS RECEIVED  2019-20 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 21.1.20 

 NAME OF GROUP TYPE OF 
 GROUP 

REASON FOR FUNDING 
APPLICATION 

OUTCOME 

 UNDER £500  £ 

1. Gresford Retirement 
Club 

Voluntary 
Community 

To fund a free day outing to Peak 
District 

450 

     

2. IMAGE Agenda 21 
Group 

Voluntary 
Community 

Water carrier plus various to support 
provision of planting across 
community 

360 

OVER £500    

3 Maes y Pant Action 
Group 

Charity/  
Voluntary 
Community 

 To improve and provide accessible 
footpaths 

3500 

4 Gresford Recreation 
Club   

 Voluntary 
Community 

Provision of new radiators to 
improve energy efficiency 

750 

5.  Gresford and District 
Community Library 

Company ltd ( 
non-commercial) 
and Charity 

Assistance towards core running 
costs 

£4000 

6. Gresford Trust  Charity/  
Voluntary 
Community 

 Towards the renewal of Hall floor 
which is now beyond repair 

6500 

7. Gresford Royal British 
Legion ( Monument 
Steering Committee) 

Charity To purchase and erect a memorial  
in the village to commemorate War 
Dead. 

Deferred. 

    

8 Children’s Wales air 
Ambulance 

Charity Towards cost of £6.5 m 100 

9 BoBath Charity Early intervention treatment 100 

10. Marie Curie Charity Emotional and physical support 200 

11 Nightingale House Charity Towards ongoing work and 
improvement 

500 

12 Hope House Charity Towards ongoing work and 
improvement 

500 

13 Eisteddfod yr Urdd Youth 
Organisation 

Towards Urdd Eisteddfod 2020 in 
Denbighshire 

0 

14 Powys Eisteddfod  Towards Powys Eisteddfod 2020 in 
Wrexham 

0 

 

 

 

 

 


