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CEMETERY COMMITTEE 

 

Meeting held 29th July  2020 

Present: Councillors A. Bailey (Chair), M. Harriman,  J. Holmes, J. Hobbley, K. Hobbley, B. 
Blackmore, J Blackmore 
 
S. Baxter (Clerk) M. Jones (Assistant) 

Apologies: None 

Also Present: Mr J. Dutton 

MINUTES: 

1. Inspection of Cemetery as necessary- This took place  and determined the  siting of the 
wildflower bed  that had been received via a grant from Keep Wales Tidy. The condition of 
some of the footpaths was noted, and it was agreed to obtain quotations for remedial work. 
Action: Clerk/ Cemetery Assistant 

2. Apologies: There were no Apologies.  

3. Councillors were advised regarding Declarations of interest. There were no members of the 
public present. 

4. The Minutes of the previous  meeting , held on the 26th February 2020,  were moved and 
accepted as a true record. There were no matters arising. 

5. Progress with Cemetery Lease:  This item was brought forward as Mr J. Dutton ; adjoining 
farmer was present at the meeting. The Clerk advised  on the most recent update from Mr D. 
James of WCBC. A discussion took place. It was AGREED to write to WCBC outlining the 
Community Council’s position on the matter concerning the current situation as outlined by Mr 
James. Action : Clerk 

6. Update concerning Nature Pack from Keep Wales Tidy.  The Clerk  advised on the items 
that had been received as per the grant.  A representative from Keep Wales Tidy was due at 
the cemetery on the 31st July to install the flower bed and planting. He will be met by the Clerk, 
and Councillors K and J Hobbley. The Clerk will try to get another bug pack for the schools. At 
a point when it is safe to do so, contact will be made with the schools to try to get their 
involvement with the nature side of the Cemetery. 

7. Memorial Inspections: The Cemetery Assistant advised on the quotations received for the  
inspection of the safety of the headstones. It was agreed that the one provided by  Blackwells, 
who had carried the work out  previously was most favourable at £408, and it was confirmed 
that they are certificated to carry out the work. Action: To recommend to Council for 
approval. 

8. Update from the Cemetery Assistant on any current issues:  
i. Request received to place bird table and memorial bench: A discussion took 

place about policy on benches ,which is that the Council will arrange for the 
provision of a bench  if the person covers the cost. The benches have to be of a  
specific standard and well built. The Council will specify a suitable location. 
Action: Cemetery Assistant to discuss with applicant. 
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ii. Request to purchase a sign for the toilet facility at Shelter. This was discussed 
and agreed that a sign  could be put up. A discussion took place about lighting. 
Councillor Blackmore has a lantern that she is willing to donate. A question  is to 
be raised with MEGA about solar lighting or other solutions. 

iii. Review of five-year rolling lease for pre-purchased grave plots:  The 
Cemetery Assistant outlined an issue whereby  it has been policy and practice that 
half of the costs are paid for a plot by the lessee, and then the remainder is paid 
after that. It  can lead to administrative issues ,as it is to be renewed at five yearly 
intervals and some people do wish to pay outright to secure the plot. After 
discussion it was agreed to  recommend that the policy be changed, and the 
securing of a grave plot be treated as a purchase. 

iv. Consideration of a separate charge for double cremated remains: The 
Cemetery Assistant outlined an issue whereby on occasion two cremated remains 
caskets go in and the grave digger will charge more for the additional depth. It was 
agreed to review the charges against the costs charged additionally by the grave 
digger. 

v. Approval of Tree work additional to Tree survey at a cost of £140. It was 
agreed to bring forward the item on the Tree survey and outcomes of quotations 
sought for the work required. Councillor Holmes explained that three quotations 
have  been sought from qualified Tree surgeons and the work had been 
extrapolated against that required by the recommendations from the Tree survey. 
After consideration it was agreed that the quotation provided by STC was most 
favourable and this would be recommended to Council. The Cemetery Assistant 
had  obtained  a further quotation from the Grass cutting contractor to undertake 
some pieces of work concerning removal of dead wood and so on. As one of the 
items was contained in the quote previously discussed, it was agreed that the work 
would be recommended to Council  for approval, but with a revised quote. 

vi. Ongoing issue of Moss treatment- to add into grass cutting contract. The 
Cemetery Assistant advised that Moss treatment had taken place previously but 
had not been  too successful, due perhaps to the strength of chemical the 
contractor is permitted to use . On discussion with the contractor he had suggested 
that jet washing might be an alternative. It was Agreed that the Cemetery Assistant 
will liaise with the Contractor to obtain a price for the job. This could then be added 
into the contract when it is up for renewal. 

vii. Digital Registers update: The Cemetery  Assistant advised that she continues at 
present to use the  books and has added in further columns to the digital register. 
This represents a £30 administration fee. 

9. Tree Survey:  This  item was brought forward and discussed previously. 

10. Eco survey- It was AGREED that nothing further can be carried out  with this at  the present 
time. The Clerk advised she had been in touch with NWWT and had enquired about the use 
of wildlife cameras. 

11. Progress with Cemetery Boundary:  There had been no further progress as this had been 
tied in  with the  lease arrangements. Clerk to arrange to discuss with Mr Dutton separately.  

12. Budgetary requirements for the forthcoming year: It was agreed that these need to include 
costs for replacement benches and maintenance works to those nearest the shelter. This in 
addition to the Reserve costs required for Cemetery expansion. 

13. Next Meeting: The next meeting of the Committee  is the 7th October  2020 – arrangements  
to be determined.   


