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CEMETERY COMMITTEE 

 

Meeting held 2nd March 2021 

Present: Councillors A. Bailey (Chair), M. Harriman, J. Holmes, J. Hobbley, K. Hobbley,  
 
S. Baxter (Clerk) M. Jones (Assistant) 

Apologies: None  
Absent:  B. Blackmore, J Blackmore 
 

MINUTES: 

1. Apologies: There were no Apologies.  

2. Councillors were advised regarding Declarations of interest. There were no members of the 
public present. 

3. The Minutes of the previous meeting, held on the 29th July  2020,  were moved and accepted 
as a true record. There were no matters arising. 

4. Update from Cemetery Assistant on current issues:  The Cemetery Assistant advised that 
having contacted those graveowners who had still to pay an outstanding balance on the grave 
reserved, 24 had now paid their balances. 8 had decided not to and these would have to be 
monitored and contacted at a later date. The Clerk advised of a quote received from the grass 
cutting contractor, of an annual amount of £275 plus Vat to add into the contract. After 
discussion it was agreed to recommend this to Council for approval.  The Cemetery 
Assistant also advised on additions made to the digital registers and a discussion took place 
concerning annual charges and physical back up. It was also noted that a sign is to be obtained 
for the toilet door in the shelter. 

5. Memorial Inspection and progress: The Clerk advised on progress made to date with 
contacting grave owners of the 26 graves that had been identified on inspection as being 
unsafe. The next step is to publicise via notices and an article in essentials. The Clerk also 
advised of a comment received from one of those graveowners, expressing concern that 
Blackwells who had inspected, also appeared to be canvassing for work. The Clerk had 
responded with an explanation of the tendering process and the new standards that were to 
be adhered to, and also that grave owners did have a choice in which mason to contact 
providing they were qualified to the industry standard. After discussion it was agreed that the 
Clerk had responded in an acceptable manner with sufficient information. A discussion also 
took place about the information that is supplied to graveowners on purchase. A discussion 
took place about those headstones that had previously been laid down and the Chair 
proposed, and it was agreed, to bring forward item 10 on the agenda for discussion, 
concerning the possibility of applying for a grant to improve the Cemetery by reinstating some 
of the older headstones that were of historical record. Councillor Harriman made a suggestion 
of moving the flattened gravestones and propping them up along the boundary. This was 
considered and thought it might give rise to health and safety issues of its own. After 
consideration it was AGREED to explore the possibility of grant applications and bring the 
findings back to the next meeting. 
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6. Request for bench received and consideration of policy on bench installation requests. 
The Cemetery Assistant advised of a request made to install a bench, which she suggested 
would be a replacement for an older one at the top of the Cemetery. It was noted that there is 
a policy in place which states that benches have to be to a required standard. A discussion 
took place about one that had been installed many years ago prior to the policy being in place. 
It was AGREED that the Cemetery Assistant shall attempt to make contact with the owners of 
the grave to discuss in a sensitive manner, whether the bench might be installed in a more 
stable position for safety reasons. Councillor K. Hobbley pointed to the unfairness of some 
persons being able to put a bench near to a grave where they wished, and others being denied 
this because of the level of the ground or availability of space.  It was AGREED that the 
standard of the bench needs to be in the policy. The Clerk suggested and Councillor Holmes 
supported , and it was AGREED , that there needs to be a more formal inspection of the 
benches safety that is documented. 

7. Specification to repair footpaths and outline quotation received. The Clerk advised of the 
issue of the footpath breaking up in a number of places and that this could become a safety 
issue. She had obtained one quote of £1500. It had been her intention to compose a 
specification and obtain two further quotes. It has been difficult recently to get contractors 
interested in a smallish job. After consideration, it was AGREED that a specification be drawn 
up and two further quotes obtained, with a view to bringing this back to the April or May Council 
meeting for approval.  

8. Policy following Eco survey- The Clerk suggested that following the Eco survey, a policy be 
drawn up around the intentions from the survey, including what can be put on to graves by 
grave owners, and what people are able to plant. In particular plastic items which can blow 
away and end up on farmland where they could pose a hazard. It was suggested that we 
contact other Councils with burial grounds to see what their policies are. There is a guidance 
document on the noticeboard, but it is not always adhered to. 

9. Tree Planting following removal of trees. The Clerk advised that replacement tree planting 
is being looked at for Allington Park with a view to replacing trees removed after the survey- 
would the Cemetery Committee wish to do the same? After comments about various trees, it 
was AGREED that this could be looked into alongside Allington Park.  

10. Grant to reinstate older memorials. This item had been brought forward and dealt with 
earlier. 

11. Cemetery lease: The Chair gave an update on the Cemetery lease and the current position 
with Mr Dutton, neighbouring landowner, and Mr James of WCBC. It was AGREED that the 
Clerk will draft a letter to Mr Dutton and send it to Councillor Harriman. 

12. Cemetery Boundary:  It was agreed to arrange a meeting with Mr Dutton to discuss the 
boundaries and see what he would suggest is done. Councillor J Hobbley raised the issue of 
the broken wrought iron fencing and whether it could be salvaged. Councillor Holmes raised 
the issue of spoil being put in the cleared area, in an untidy fashion. The Cemetery Assistant 
will raise this with the gravedigger. A discussion took place about the proliferation of pine cones 
and needles, and the small garden at the top of the cemetery, which was obtained as 
requested by Committee members via a grant from Keep Wales tidy, but which looks out of 
place.  Councillor Bailey asked for an item for the next agenda to discuss the plaques in the 
shelter and whether to put one up for those lost to the pandemic.  

13. Next Meeting: It was agreed to hold an informal walkabout meeting in four to six weeks at the 
Cemetery. The next meeting of the Committee is July 2021  


