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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL (HELD REMOTELYi) on the 
1st of April 2021. 

Members Present:  Councillors A. Bailey, M. J. Edwards, M. Harriman, J. Hobbley, K. Hobbley, J Holmes, J. 

Dutton, J. Jones(part), J. Blackmore, A. Merry, B. Blackmore, W. O’Grady, M. Wilde 

Chair: Councillor J. Dutton. 

Clerk: Serena Baxter. 

Apologies:   A. Atkinson, PCSO. S. Lawrence, Ruth Thompson, Community Agent  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

846. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Apologies were given by Councillor A. Atkinson and PCSO  S. 
Lawrence and Ruth Thompson. 

847. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Members were reminded that they should declare the existence 
and nature of any personal and or prejudicial interest on the form provided for this purpose for any item 
under discussion.  

848. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  There were no members of the public present.  

849. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD  4th of March 2021: The 
Minutes of the Council meetings held on the 4th of March 2021 were APPROVED as an accurate 
record.  

850. RECORDINGS OF MEETINGS: The Chair asked that in the case of this meeting the request to 
record the meeting should be APPROVED, and this was AGREED. Regarding future meetings, 
the matter of recording of meetings was considered. It was RESOLVED that if the purpose is to 
help the Clerk with the accuracy of minutes, then it is agreed but the recording is only to be kept 
for no more than a month or until the Minutes of the meeting are Approved. The matter is to be 
approved at the annual meeting. The recording should be discarded thereafter unless a specific 
request has been received in the meantime to keep the recording for example for legal purposes. 
A discussion took place about when meetings might again resume as face-to-face meetings. It 
was agreed that to enable this, guidance must be received and followed, and risk assessments 
of venues would need to be carried out. 

851. MATTERS ARISING AND UPDATES FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES: There were no matters   
arising. 

852. ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETING: The table of actions provided by the Clerk was NOTED. 
The Clerk will seek to arrange the meeting with Mr Green of WCBC, and the action to contact the 
Assembly member concerning payments to churches is outstanding. Councillor Edwards advised that 
he had received a reply from BCUHB to his personal letter written regarding directional signage at Llay. 
No response has as yet been received to the Community Council’s letter.   

853. CRIME FIGURE REPORT AND POLICING MATTERS:  The Chair gave an overview of the report 
sent  by PCSO Sue Lawrence ,  outlining progress on matters arising in recent weeks, and again  urged 
that people be encouraged to report incidents or emerging issues in to 101 where they can be logged 
and followed up on.  She had also offered to arrange to walk the area with any Councillor who wished 
to do so. Councillor J. Hobbley raised an issue from a resident living in close proximity to Marford play 
area with concerns about teenagers congregating there. After discussion, which included a recent 
incident involving youths at the Spar, it was determined that residents should be advised of the 
importance of reporting  any issues to the Police  as they arise, via 101, and this message shall be 
relayed by the Clerk onto Facebook and the Website.  

854. COMMUNITY AGENT’S REPORT:   The Community Agent Mrs R. Thompson had provided a report., 
which was considered, and Mrs Thompson was complimented for her hard work in such a difficult time.  

855. TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON ONGOING MATTERS:  

i. Clappers Lane flooding: - Councillor Holmes reported on work that had been carried out by WCBC 
operatives to remove silt from the gullies, the gutters and drains. The situation shall be monitored. 

ii. High Street Gresford:  - There were no further updates. 

iii. Marford Play Area:  -   The Clerk had circulated via her report that Wrexham County Borough Council 
had approved a lease to  be granted to the Community Council for Marford Play area and proposed 
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draft terms had been received.  There was also a possible ned to appoint a solicitor. Councillor 
Edwards proposed the appointment of a Solicitor for advice in this matter and that the General 
Amenities Committee look through the terms and any outstanding issues. Action: Clerk to arrange. 
The Clerk advised she had written to WCBC highlighting outstanding matters. A discussion took 
place about possible future costs and it was agreed to write to  WCBC to ask about any costs over 
the last five years, Concern was also raised about the lack of sight of the tree  report and it was 
agreed to ask Councillor Gilmartin to take this up on behalf of the Community Council,  

iv. Gresford Health Centre: - It was noted that the issue of signage is now to be taken up with Wrexham 
Council.  Councillor Holmes advised of several complaints received concerning a lack of response by 
Alyn Family Doctors to online forms sent in. It was also highlighted that the Patient Engagement group 
has not met since last year prior to the first lockdown. It was agreed after discussion that Councillor 
Holmes will write to the Practice manager, as a member of the patient engagement group to raise 
these issues and to include BCUHB. 

856. CLERK’S UPDATE:   The Clerk provided a written report. i) Allotments: The Solicitors appointed 
previously had reviewed the paperwork and advised of a way forward, and the costs associated with 
each part of the process, which in total would mean expenditure of £2800. After discussion it was 
proposed by Councillor Holmes and seconded by Councillor Bailey that the amount quoted be p spent 
and the solicitors be instructed to proceed in this matter. Action: Clerk to contact solicitors and 
arrange. ii) Gresford Cemetery Lease: The Clerk advised of notification received from Wrexham, 
Council concerning the Cemetery lease, and that it is now progressing. This along with other matters 
such as Marford Play area previously discussed, and the renewal of the lease of Allington Park gives 
rise to the recommendation that a Solicitor be appointed to deal with the three matters in due course. 
Councillor Dutton proposed and it was unanimously AGREED to contact a solicitor to deal with all 
matters outlined. iii) Report of Renumeration Panel: This was presented for information as the to the 
current position. iv) Local Government and Elections(Wales) Act: The Clerk advised on the provisions 
of this in summary concerning provision of meetings remotely and key provisions, in particular 
responsibilities coming into force in May 2022. v) Target Hardening items purchased: The Clerk 
advised of items purchased to a value of £599.74. These would be delivered to and kept at the Police 
station, and a process of referral and quarterly inventory has been agreed with the PCSO’s. To be 
monitored. vi)  Repair to zip wires at a cost of £280 per wire: Approval was sought in retrospect as 
the Chair had approved this prior, and this was granted. Comments were made about adults travelling 
on the wire with children and it was suggested that signage might be put up to deter this behaviour.  

857. RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP OF ONE VOICE WALES 2021-22 (£919): Councillor Bailey moved 
to renew the Membership, and this was unanimously AGREED. Councillor Bailey also proposed 
the renewal of the ICCM membership that was stated within the Clerk’s report and the 
correspondence list and this was AGREED   to renew at a cost of £95. The assistance of both 
bodies during the pandemic as having been invaluable was noted.  

858. SPEEDING CONCERNS GRESFORD AND MARFORD: Councillor J. Jones joined the meeting 
and was thanked for her comprehensive options appraisal paper. Councillor Harriman suggested 
that a meeting of the Lighting Committee be convened which Councillor Jones should attend, for 
the purpose of going through the report and options in detail. This was AGREED. Councillor 
Edwards highlighted an incident near to the red lion crossing. Councillor Jones advised of an 
introduction by 2023 of a 20-mph limit in all residential areas that is being piloted in North Flintshire 
area. Action: Clerk to arrange a meeting of the Lighting Committee. 

859. GENERAL AMENITIES TASK MEETING: Councillor Holmes advised that a short meeting had 
been held and considered firstly the matter of the purchase of two ‘Tommies’ Suggested locations 
were the Cross tree as the entrance to the village, and by Marford Community centre on the verge. 
It was also thought that a feature could be made of them at Remembrance Day instead of the 
poppies on lampposts. Councillor Harriman raised concern about the locations. Discussion took 
place and it was suggested that the bottom of Marford hill as an entrance from the direction may be 
better. Consultation with residents was also proposed. After discussion it was proposed and 
AGREED that two Tommie’s be purchased at a price of £305 and locations be looked into further.  
Councillor Holmes also explained about the benches that had been investigated in terms of type 
and location. After discussion about prices and some further suggestions, it was AGREED that this 
shall be looked into further with a view to bringing an options paper to a future meeting. Councillor 
Holmes also explained that the work to repair the footpath by Balmuir garage has been put on hold 
pending a meeting with the contractor to look at additional work to the footpath further down and 
this is in hand. Action: Clerk and Councillor Holmes to liaise over papers for the General 
Amenities Committee. 
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860. DRINKING FOUNTAIN- A PROPOSAL THAT THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL SHOULD ‘ADOPT’ 
FOR SAFEKEEPING:  The Chair outlined the background to this proposal and highlighted the work 
that had taken place some years ago by Mrs Heaton and IMAGE to obtain grant monies to restore 
the fountain. A discussion took place about it seeming to have no obvious ownership. Councillor 
Edwards proposed that the fountain should in principle be taken on by the Community Council, but 
that this be subject to further investigation taking place with the Planning department and other 
source records as to possible ownership. The Chair advised that it appeared in the historical record 
that the fountain had been put in place by monies raised from public donation. Action: Further 
checks are to be made and the matter will be brought back to a future meeting. 

861. FLY- TIPPING AND LITTER: The Chair introduced this item and gave an overview.  Councillor 
Holmes raised concerns that the bins did not seem to be being emptied as often and had been 
overflowing. Action: Clerk to report to WCBC. Councillor Bailey suggested putting something in 
essentials and on the website and to ensure that anyone having rubbish collected is carried out by a 
licensed firm, carrying a waste operator’s license. Councillor Holmes highlighted areas around the Trust 
and Marford park that had been badly littered. Councillor Dutton highlighted a lack of knowledge about 
the Country Code. A new one has been published and could perhaps be put into Essentials. 

862. REPORTS OF BOROUGH COUNCILLOR GRESFORD EAST AND WEST AND MARFORD AND 
HOSELEY: Apologies have been received from Councillor Atkinson. The issue concerning the 
parking matter outside the newsagents has been investigated, but it is difficult to enforce anything 
as all have deliveries and collections and nothing more can be done.  A request was received from 
a local ice cream vendor stating he was willing to donate to the Community Council if he could 
guarantee a spot by the lake. It was noted that three have been seen in the vicinity. Councillor Wilde 
stated that the Community Council cannot take any money in return for sole rights. Councillor 
Edwards confirmed that we have no ownership of the land. Councillor Holmes confirmed it is owned 
by lake farm. The Chair advised that this shall be relayed to Councillor Atkinson, who can relay it 
back to the gentleman concerned.  Otherwise, Borough Councillor reports are deferred to the next 
meeting. 

863. BURTON RISE- ISSUE OF PARKING AREA: Councillor Blackmore advised of an issue 
concerning parking generally on Burton Rise, raised by residents, and in particular a Post Office 
van parking on Burton Rise and regularly blocking visibility on the bend. Councillor Blackmore 
proposed approaching Alf Jones as a solution and the Post Office on behalf of the Community 
Council concerning this matter, and this was supported by Councillors Bailey and O’Grady, and 
AGREED by all. It was also noted that the suggestions raised that the green area could be made 
into a parking area were considered but were rejected, taking account of all considerations.  

864. FINANCE:  i. The following items of expenditure for April 2021 were proposed and APPROVED 
for payment.  

Date Payment To Reason Amount 

EXPENDITURE     

1.4.21 Scottish Power Electricity supply  245.23 

1.4.21 One Voice Wales Training fee 60.00 

1.4.21 Serena Baxter NJC Salary and expenses  

1.4.21 Michelle Jones NJC Salary and expenses  

1.4.21 Ruth Thompson NJC Salary and expenses  

1.4.21 HMRC Monthly amount due  

1.4.21 Clwyd Pension Fund Monthly amount due  

1.4.21 Roberts bros Refund amount paid twice 650.00 

1.4.21 W. O'Grady Member’s allowance 80.00 

1.4.21 Hope House Donation 250.00 

1.4.21 One Voice Wales Membership renewal 919.00 

1.4.21 Steve Pugh Gravedigging services 300.00 

1.4.21 NJW Grounds Maintenance Grass cutting contract fee 924.00 

1.4.21 Cerebral Palsy Cymru Donation 100.00 

1.4.21 ICCM Membership renewal 95.00 
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18.3.21 BT Monthly contract CCTV 55.20 

3.4.21 Vodafone Monthly contract three phones Employees 36.00 

ii.  The Clerk advised of an amount of £1772.00 that had been bequeathed to the Community Council 
by the estate of Mr Roy Finchett. Councillors paid tribute to the memory of Mr Finchett, and it was 
suggested that a much-needed bench might be a suitable expenditure of the money bequeathed, with 
a plaque in Mr Finchett’s memory, and this was AGREED.  

865.  APPLICATIONS RECEIVED UNDER THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (AS 
AMENDED): 

i. P/2021/0168: New boundary wall (in retrospect): 10 Wynnstay Lane, Marford, Wrexham.: 

Concerns were raised about this wall and the fact that it has already been erected. Councillor 

Harriman proposed objecting to this on the grounds of it impairing visibility near to the school 

and that the gates are less than the required 5 metres back from the Highway. Councillor 

Hobbley also suggested it was out of keeping with the rest of the boundaries in that area and 

this was AGREED. 

ii. P/2021/0140: Demolition of existing extension and erection of new extension, replace 5 

windows in existing dwelling: Beechmount, Marford Hill, Marford, Wrexham (Listed Building 

consent): Councillor Harriman advised that in this case and the following case these were 

modifications to Planning approvals some years ago and the proposal is smaller than that 

originally agreed. Therefore, there are no reasons to object, and this was AGREED. 

iii. P/2021/0139: Demolition of existing extension and erection of new extension, replace 5 

windows in existing dwelling: Beechmount, Marford Hill, Marford, Wrexham (Householder 

Planning Permission): As above no objection to make.  

iv. P/2021/0224: First Floor side extension: 69 Stancliffe Avenue, Marford, Wrexham. There   

were no objections raised. 

v. P/2021/0235: Erection of Garage: Lyndhurst, 1 Mareilian Avenue, Marford, Wrexham. There      

were no objections raised. A concern was however stated that the garage outer wall will closely 

abutt the boundary with the neighbouring property.  

vi. P/2021/0233: Removal of Chimney: Llwyn Eglwys, The Green, Gresford, Wrexham. There 

were no objections raised, provided care is taken due to its being part of the Conservation 

area. 

vii. P/2021/0226: Single Storey rear extension and alterations to front elevation: 53       Mayflower 

Drive, Marford. There were no objections raised but wish a comment to be considered - will 

the property still retain sufficient off-road parking? 

866. MEMBER’S URGENT ANNOUNCEMENTS:   Councillor Holmes raised a concern from residents 
about The Pavillions. There was a Planning condition concerning a Redwood Tree which was 
taken down and replaced and that replacement has now also been removed.  It was AGREED to 
bring this to the attention of the Planning department and the Tree Officer. Councillor Edwards 
raised a concern about road closures. The Community Council is no longer advised of forthcoming 
road closures It was AGREED to raise this with the Chief environmental and Highways officer, 
and with the Borough Councillors.  

867. CORRESPONDENCE: Items of correspondence were tabled in a report for the month of March 
2021 and were NOTED.   

868.  DATE, VENUE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING: The next meeting will be the Annual Meeting of 
the Council and will be held on the 13th of May 2021, in a change to the scheduled meeting, due to 

the Senedd elections on that day, and will be at 6.30 p.m. and will be held remotely. 

COUNCILLOR J. Dutton 

 

CHAIR ....................................................         DATE................................................ 

i)This meeting took place remotely, using ‘Go To’ Meetings software, under The Local Authorities 
(Coronavirus)(Meetings)(Wales) Regulations 2020. which make provision for meetings to take place remotely. 
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