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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL (HELD REMOTELYi) on the 
4th of March 2021. 

Members Present: 

Councillors A. Bailey, M. J. Edwards, M. Harriman, J. Hobbley, K. Hobbley, J Holmes, J. Dutton, J. Jones, J. 
Blackmore, A. Merry, B. Blackmore, W. O’Grady, A. Atkinson 

Chair: Councillor J. Dutton. 

Clerk: Serena Baxter. 

Apologies:   M. Wilde 

In attendance: PCSO. S. Lawrence (part), Ruth Thompson, Community Agent (part).   

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

827.   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Apologies were given by Councillor M. Wilde. 

828. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Members were reminded that they should declare the existence 
and nature of any personal and or prejudicial interest on the form provided for this purpose for any item 
under discussion.  

829. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  There were no members of the public present.  

830.   CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD  4th of February 2021: The 
Minutes of the Council meetings held on the 4th of February 2021 were APPROVED as an accurate 

record.  

831.   MATTERS ARISING AND UPDATES FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES: There were no matters 
arising. 

832. ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETING: The table of actions provided by the Clerk was NOTED. 

833. CRIME FIGURE REPORT AND POLICING MATTERS:  PCSO Sue Lawrence presented a report 
on crimes having taken place over the last month, and local issues. PCSO Lawrence urged that people 
be encouraged to report incidents or emerging issues in to 101 where they can be logged and followed 
up on. The Police do not have the resources to follow local social media posts. An example given was 
recent posts about rogue traders, where more current information on locations, dates and times if 
passed to the Police, could mean culprits could potentially be caught. Councillor Bailey suggested this 
be communicated via Face Book and Essentials pages. Councillor B. Blackmore raised an issue 
concerning anti- social behaviour at Rofft school. PCSO Lawrence gave an update concerning 
incidences under investigation from Maes y Pant. Any groups observed at all should be reported in as 
under COVID rules the Police have more powers. PCSO Lawrence was thanked for her report and left 
the meeting.  

834. COMMUNITY AGENT’S REPORT:   The Community Agent Mrs R. Thompson, attended and 
presented her report, highlighting progress with Walking football and Men’s shed initiatives. After 
discussion Mrs Thompson was thanked for her report and left the meeting.  

835. TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON ONGOING MATTERS:  

i. Clappers Lane flooding: - Councillor Holmes advised on the work currently being carried out by 
Gresford Trust, an initiative to provide a safe path to avoid the flooded pavement , alongside the road 
but within the Trust’s boundary, with funding provided by the Community Council.  The Clerk updated 
on a letter received by Lesley Griffiths A.M. concerning the issue raised of siphoning away flood 
water in this location.  

ii. High Street Gresford:  - A discussion took place about the lines that have been repainted following 
the resurfacing work. Councillor Atkinson advised sending him an email with details of any issues 
following the resurfacing. 

iii. Marford Play Area:  -   The Clerk advised that the report had presumably passed Executive Board 
for approval, since she had received an email stating draft terms were on their way. To confirm at 
next meeting.  

iv. Gresford Health Centre: - Councillor Holmes advised that she had had reports of people still finding 
it difficult to reach Llay at the present time. An elderly lady for example had had to take two buses.  
Councillor Atkinson urged that such examples must continue to be logged and this was echoed by 
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the Chair.  Councillor Harriman advised of a post on social media offering people lifts to Llay, and this 
should not be happening or be encouraged under current COVID rules.  

836. COVID-19 – ANY ISSUES ARISING OR REQUESTS FOR SUPPORT RECEIVED:  There were no 
issues arising.  

837. SPEEDING CONCERNS GRESFORD AND MARFORD:  A suggestion had been made at the 
previous meeting for information on Speeding signs to be obtained.  A discussion took place about 
concerns of speeding in various locations. Councillor J. Hobbley suggested surveys be pursued for the 
data to indicate where speeding signs should be put. Councillor Atkinson advised that the police surveys 
are not a true reflection of speeding taking place and he has identified a number of possible locations.  
Councillor Bailey suggested the need to prioritise and would Community Speed watch assist. At Lighting 
Committee, it had been ascertained that MEGA can help with the erection of speed signs.  Councillor 
Edwards proposed obtaining moveable signs. It was proposed, seconded and agreed to obtain 
quotations and put on the next agenda. Action: The Clerk will contact WCBC traffic management 
and ROSPA concerning guidance and safety matters and Councillor J. Jones will pull together 
information and  any  matters to be reported to the next meeting. This to be a regular item until a 
way forward is decided upon.  Councillor O’Grady advised that Rhosddu Community Council were 
doing similarly and advised contacting the Clerk.  

838. LIGHTING COMMITTEE: Councillor Harriman gave an update from the recent meeting of the 
Lighting Committee. It had been agreed that the height of the Heritage lanterns around the Church 
shall stay as they are unless any requests are received to change them, and this was supported.  A 
light on High Street, that had not appeared on either WCBC or Gresford CC inventory previously 
had been identified and agreement was sought to its being adopted by the Community Council, for 
consistency. This was AGREED. Scottish power issues were highlighted, as was the issue of 
compensation to the Scouts for use of power at the hut on a previous occasion. The power is no 
longer routed through the hut.  Prior to leaving the meeting Councillor Atkinson requested 
permission to raise a matter under item 17 and it was AGREED to bring this forward for Councillor 
Atkinson. An Ice Cream vendor had asked to make a donation to the Community Council in lieu of 
payment for regular use of a space at the lake. This was discussed briefly, and Councillor Atkinson 
will forward the email to the Clerk and it can be put on the agenda for the next meeting, along with 
a Borough Councillor’s report. Councillor Atkinson left the meeting.  

839. CEMETERY COMMITTEE: Councillor Bailey presented the minutes of the recent Cemetery 
Committee meeting, and these were noted. Progress appeared to be made with regard to the lease 
but confirmation from WCBC was awaited. It had been agreed to hold a walkabout at the Cemetery 
in a month’s time to look at various matters. It had been agreed to progress with replanting trees 
and to obtain quotations for footpath repairs. An amount of £275 had been forwarded by the grass 
contractor as an additional amount to be added to the grass contract, this being annual moss 
treatment on paths at the Cemetery, and this was APPROVED. 

840. GENERAL AMENITIES COMMITTEE:   Councillor Holmes presented a number of items arising from 
the recent General Amenities committee meeting, which had been deferred from the previous Council 
meeting. i: Approval was sought to spend £450 on renewing parts of the perimeter fencing at Allington 
Park. An additional item had been identified since the original quotation and it was therefore APPROVED 
to spend the original quotation of £450, plus additional expenditure provided that this did not amount to 
more that £550. ii: Approval was sought for expenditure of £526 to stabilise the path surface at the top 
of Alling ton Park. This was APPROVED. iii: Approval was sought to renew the SLA with WCBC to 
inspect and maintain the Play areas and equipment at the revised cost of £5194.00 This was 
APPROVED. iv: Approval was sought to add in to the SLA an amount of £1748 additionally to include 
the inspection of the goal posts and area at Marford Play area. After discussion this was APPROVED, 
subject to a review during the year with WCBC. V:  Councillor Holmes presented two quotes for the 
verti draining of Allington Park, which had been obtained separately, but in conjunction with Gresford 
Trust, as this would substantially reduce the costs to both, of contractors bringing the necessary 
equipment on two occasions. It was agreed to APPROVE the quotation of £192 put forward by Bancrofts. 
Action: Clerk to place order, liaising with Gresford Trust.  Councillor Harriman raised an issue with 
the fact that the meeting was being recorded and asked that this be put on the agenda of the next 
meeting, for agreement. Action: Clerk. 



209 

841.   FINANCE:  i. The following items of expenditure for March 2021 were proposed and APPROVED for 
payment. The Clerk raised the matter of a revision to the Working from Home Allowance limit set by 
HMRC, and the annual payments due to staff.  Councillor Edwards proposed that the annual amounts 
be approved as set out, and it was RESOLVED to pay the staff home working allowance in line with 

the revisions made by HMRC.  

Date Payment To Reason Amount 

EXPENDITURE     

    

4.3.21 HMRC Monthly amount due  

4.3.21 Ruth Thompson NJC Salary and expenses  

4.3.21 Serena Baxter NJC Salary and expenses  

4.3.21 Clwyd Pension fund Monthly amount due  

4.3.21 Michelle Jones NJC Salary and expenses  

4.3.21 Steve Pugh Gravedigging services 720.00 

4.3.21 Viking Stationary Order 203.74 

4.3.21 WCBC Invoice School crossing patrol costs 1192.75 

4.3.21 Scottish Power Invoice balance for Supply footway lighting 24.03 

4.3.21 Mr and Mrs R Roden Refund for costs of grave plot returned 120.00 

4.3.21 JNE Security Limited Invoice for costs of first tranche of target 
hardening measures 

599.74 

4.3.21 MEGA Electrical Invoice for costs of installation of heritage 
lighting 

10191.60 

4.3.21 Gresford Playgroup Grant award 490.00 

4.3.21 Gresford Athletic Junior 
Football club 

Grant award 500.00 

4.3.21 IMAGE Grant award 390.00 

4.3.21 Gresford WI Grant award 100.00 

4.3.21 Gresford Trust Grant award 6100.00 

4.3.21 Gresford and District 
Community Library 

Grant award 1200.00 

4.3.21 Gresford and District 
Community Library 

Agreed annual payment 4000.00 

4.3.21 Children's Wales Air r 
Ambulance 

Donation 100.00 

4.3.21 Cerebral Palsy Cymru Donation 100.00 

4.3.21 Family Friends Donation 100.00 

4.3.21 Hope House Donation 250.00 

4.3.21 Tenovus Donation 100.00 

4.3.21 Janet Holmes Annual Payment of member’s allowance 120.00 

4.3.21 Beryl Blackmore Annual Payment of member’s allowance 150.00 

4.3.21 Michael Edwards Annual Payment of member’s allowance 120.00 

4.3.21 Alex Merry Annual Payment of member’s allowance 120.00 

4.3.21 Keith Hobbley Annual Payment of member’s allowance 120.00 

4.3.21 Jennifer Dutton Annual Payment of member’s allowance 120.00 

4.3.21 STC Invoice Christmas tree erection and removal 216.00 

 BT Monthly contract CCTV 55.20 

 Vodafone Monthly contract three phones Employees 35.03 
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ii.  The Clerk advised for the Minutes that the request   for a grant from All Saint’s Church, deferred 
for consideration from the previous meeting, was no longer required and had been withdrawn. 
Discussion took place concerning how this could be resolved for the future. It was agreed to refer 
this back to One Voice Wales and to also raise with the Assembly Member. Action: Clerk 

iii. Approval sought to refund a payment of £120 in respect of a grave plot relinquishment was 
GRANTED. 

 

842.  APPLICATIONS RECEIVED UNDER THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (AS 
AMENDED): 

i. P/2021/0120: Single Storey rear extension ,44 Woodridge Avenue, Marford, Wrexham. 

There were no objections raised. 

ii. P/2021/0126: Single storey front extension, Borras Lodge, Borras Road, Wrexham. There 

were no objections raised. 

843. MEMBER’S URGENT ANNOUNCEMENTS: Councillor Holmes raised a communication received 
from the Royal British legion concerning the purchase of metal ‘Tommies’ to be purchased before 
8th May VE day. It was agreed to circulate this widely and to hold a short task meeting of the 
General Amenities Committee and to report back on this and other items. Councillor J. Blackmore 
left the meeting.  Councillor Dutton raised the issue of the Welsh Government Fly tipping 
consultation, explaining the background and giving examples of some local hotspots of concern.  
Councillor O’Grady raised an issue concerning Burton Rise. To be put on the next Agenda. 

844. CORRESPONDENCE: Items of correspondence were tabled in a report for the month of February 
2021 and were NOTED.  The concern raised by a resident about dangerous dogs was noted and 
Councillor Bailey advised that Maes Y Pant were looking at this.  It was noted that the scheduled 
date for the May meeting clashed with the election date and it was agreed to revise this to the 13th 
May. 

845.  DATE, VENUE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING: The next meeting will be held on the 1st of April 

2021, at 6.30 p.m. and will be held remotely. 

 

COUNCILLOR J. Dutton 

 

CHAIR ....................................................         DATE................................................ 

i)This meeting took place remotely, using ‘Go To’ Meetings software, under The Local Authorities 
(Coronavirus)(Meetings)(Wales) Regulations 2020. which make provision for meetings to take place remotely. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


