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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT 

GRESFORD TRUST MEMORIAL HALL ON   5th March 2020 

Members Present 

Councillors A. Bailey,  M. J. Edwards,    M. Harriman,   J. Hobbley, K. Hobbley  , J Holmes, J. Dutton,   A. Merry, 
J. Jones 

Chair: Councillor A. Bailey. 

Clerk: Serena Baxter. 

Apologies given and accepted:  B. Blackmore , J. Blackmore,  M. Wilde,  A. Atkinson 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

626.    APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Apologies were given and accepted . The Chair welcomed Councillor Jan Jones on her appointment as 
Councillor to represent Gresford West ward.  

627. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Members were reminded that they should declare the existence 
and nature of any personal and or prejudicial interest on the form provided for this purpose for any item 
under discussion.   

628. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:    Mr R. and Mrs K. Beattie, representing the British Legion,  attended in 
connection with the agenda item 15 concerning a proposed war memorial. They declined to speak on the 
matter  but were available to answer any questions.  

629. CONSIDERATION OF WAR MEMORIAL- LOCATION, DESIGN AND APPLICATION FOR GRANT 
FUNDING- GRESFORD BRITISH LEGION. This item was brought forward to allow for consideration 
and  discussion with  Mr and Mrs Beattie while present. The Chair and the Clerk outlined a meeting that 
had recently taken place with the Legion’s memorial committee, and the Clerk had circulated a briefing 
note advising of the outcomes and further actions. Councillor Edwards outlined the Finance Committee’s 
recent consideration of the grant. It was noted that it had been determined after investigations that the 
proposed location for the memorial  was situated on land owned by Gresford Trust. The Council had 
written to Gresford Trust concerning their permission. The Trust had written direct to the Legion , raising 
a number of concerns.  A discussion took place with Mr and Mrs Beatie about the size of the stone, the 
design and inscription being proposed.  Mr Beattie advised that the stone was approximately 5-foot-tall 
and  2-foot-wide, and he was endeavouring to obtain an artist’s impression as had been requested. It 
was AGREED to continue  to work with the Legion in order to progress  the matter and to bring back for 
further consideration, once further detail and costings had been obtained. 

630. POLICE REPORT AND POLICING MATTERS:  The Clerk had collated crime statistics for the month 
of January 2020 from the Home Office website as had been directed by Inspector Whibberley of North 
Wales Police. She  advised that she had written to  Inspector  Whibberley pointing out the lack of 
information and clarity on certain of the crimes and he had advised that these could be raised at the next   
North Rural forum in April .  It was noted that time had been taken to collate the statistics but that without 
any background or detail they were meaningless. Action: The Clerk to forward the  web link to all 
Councillors.  

631. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING  HELD 6th February 2020:  The Minutes 
of the meeting held on the   6th February 2020 were AGREED and approved as a true record.    

632. MATTERS ARISING AND UPDATES FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES: The Clerk circulated a table of 
actions from the previous meetings  and progress since the last meeting. These were NOTED.    

633. CURRENT COUNCIL VACANCIES:  The Clerk advised that no response has been received to the 
advertisement for Co-option,  in respect of Marford and Hoseley ward , and  this has been re-advertised.  
A discussion took place about further advertising in Essentials magazine. Councillor Holmes to construct 
an open letter. 

634. TO CONSIDER COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPRESENTATION ON  BOARD OF GRESFORD 
TRUST:   This matter was raised and deferred to the Annual Meeting. 
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635. ONGOING MATTERS 

i. Clappers Lane flooding -   A discussion took place concerning the response received from WCBC. 
The Chair explained that he had asked the Clerk to write to the MP and AM to try to expedite the 
matter. The Clerk advised on the response that had been received from Ms Atherton’s office and the 
meeting that had been proposed with WCBC. It was stated that Ms Griffiths as AM should also be 
invited, due to her direct involvement with Welsh Local government matters.  Concern was expressed 
about working on the highway and potential insurance and liability . The Clerk advised that any 
investigatory works proposed should request permission of the highway authority. This was echoed 
by Councillors ,that in the event of a grid not being put back properly a claim could result. The Clerk 
advised on powers and the offer  made by One Voice Wales for legal advice on any expenditure 
proposed on the matter. In addition there is a formulaic cap on the amount of S.137 monies available, 
of £21k in a calendar year. Grant awards also come out of this amount.  A discussion took place about  
the length of time this has been an issue and other avenues that might progress it.  

ii. High Street, Gresford:  - The Clerk advised that since the last meeting and the letter sent proposing 
the 20mph limit, Mr Green of WCBC had offered to meet  Community Councillors on site .It was noted 
from Councillor Atkinson’s report that he has raised the issue of potholes along High Street. Action: 
Clerk to write a letter to Highways supporting Councillor Atkinson’s request. 

iii. Marford Play Area:  -  The Clerk had reported that  she had chased the matter, but no response had 
been received. Concern was expressed about the height of the hedge and that it is now nesting 
season.   Action: Clerk to continue to chase matter. 

iv. Marford Community Centre:  It was reported that nothing further had been heard from Wrexham 
Council’s Assets department.  It was requested that a letter now be sent to WCBC requesting a 
response. Action: Clerk. 

636. TO CONSIDER ANY DEVELOPMENTS SINCE THE LAST MEETING CONCERNING  
PROPOSALS FOR GRESFORD HEALTH CENTRE (STANDING ITEM) : Councillor Holmes  
advised on the  new telephone system and online booking , signage and Patient Engagement group. 
Concerns were raised and discussed. The Clerk reported she had written after the last meeting to BCUHB 
but had not received a response. It was requested that a further letter be sent to BCUHB , outlining the 
concerns expressed about public information on any developments. Action: Clerk. 

637. COMMUNITY AGENT- PROGRESS ON RECRUITMENT: The Clerk advised   on the  appointment 
and start date for the Community Agent , which will be 6th April. The Agreement with WCBC has been 
signed and sent , and practical arrangements are being made for her start and training.  A discussion 
took place about reporting requirements. 

638. TO CONSIDER OUTCOMES OF SPEEDING SURVEYS AND  LOCATIONS FOR FURTHER SURVEYS 
AT COST OF £400 PER SURVEY, AND OTHER SPEEDING RELATED MATTERS: A discussion took 
place about  the previous surveys that had taken place and their timings.  Councillor Edwards emphasised 
the importance of the Community speed watch meeting regularly and the need to encourage joining of 
speed watch. 

639. COLLIERS PARK- CONSIDERATION OF MEETING TO BE HELD WITH RESIDENTS: The Clerk 
advised that an earlier meeting had called for a meeting with  the Colliers Park management board over 
parking. Since then they advised that they had put in place measures to try to alleviate the parking issues. 
It was AGREED that if a meeting was sought, this should be the Chair , the Vice Chair and the Clerk. At 
the present time there seemed no reason for a meeting and the situation was to be monitored. 

640. V.E CELEBRATIONS: CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSAL OF BRITISH LEGION AND THE 
GRESFORD TRUST: Councillor Holmes reported on  the outcome of a meeting that had taken place. 
There were no firm plans in place  for an event at the present time. 

641. CONSIDERATION OF WAR MEMORIAL- LOCATION, DESIGN AND APPLICATION FOR GRANT 
FUNDING- GRESFORD BRITISH LEGION: Councillor Harriman called for a suspension of Standing 
Orders so that the item previously discussed could be reintroduced for further discussion.  This was 
AGREED and Standing Orders were suspended. After discussion the meeting was recommenced 
under Standing Orders. It was AGREED to write to the British Legion advising that with the current 
information supplied the application for a grant could not be supported and a revised submission would 

be required. Action: Clerk to write letter to clarify position of the grant application. 
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642. LIGHTING COMMITTEE: 

i. To note the minutes of the meeting held  3rd February 2020 . The Minutes of the meeting held on 
the 3rd February 2020 were Noted. 

ii. Update on installations: Councillor Harriman as Chair of the Committee gave an update on the  
maintenance contract, and  installation of the heritage lanterns around the Church .A discussion took 
place about the newly installed LED lights and the few items that were outstanding. Councillor Harriman 
advised that a meeting is due to take place shortly with the contractor, to discuss the height of the 
columns on which the heritage lanterns are to be installed and the spread of light if they are reduced in 
height. Painting of an additional three  columns is due to take place at an additional unit cost, and this 
was AGREED. 

643. CEMETERY COMMITTEE: 

i. To note Minutes of  the meeting held 26th February 2020. The minutes of the meeting held on 26th 
February 2020 were Noted. 

ii. Report on biodiversity and wildlife, from North Wales Wildlife Trust: Councillor Bailey as Chair 
of the Committee gave an overview of the report   that had been received , and the meeting that had 
taken place with Mr Edwards of NWWT, to discuss the recommendations from the report. It was 
AGREED to circulate a copy of the report to all Councillors for information. 

iii.  Lease of Cemetery grounds from WCBC- Recommendations for provisions of lease. Councillor 
Harriman outlined the current position with regard to the lease of the Cemetery and the sub lease of 
the proposed cemetery extension area. Councillor Dutton declared an interest in this matter and took 
no part in the further discussion on moving forward except to clarify a point concerning the sublease 
of the land to Mr Dutton. A discussion took place concerning possible options to put to WCBC, and 
the covenant that exists for the land.   The Clerk was requested to circulate the covenant document. 
It was proposed and AGREED to  firstly seek a meeting with Mr Dutton as lessee of the land and 
secondly to  seek a meeting with WCBC officers. 

644. TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (AS AMENDED):  

i.   P/2020/ 0097:   Application for variation of condition No. 13 imposed under planning permission 
P/2019.0189 to increase registered number of children on site to 146-:-Homestead nursery Old 
Wrexham road, Gresford , Wrexham:-  The Community Council expressed concerns about whether 
the traffic statement is accurate in the context of the situation of the Homestead Nursery.  The 
additional car parking  is not just in connection with drop off and pick up but with additional staff 
places as well.  The increase of the number of children on site in this location will give rise to a 
significant increase in the traffic generated. It should be noted that  this is a lane and is in poor 
condition and visibility is compromised. The junction on to the link road means increased potential 
for accidents at these times of day when the road is busy and  opening into fast moving  traffic. The 
increase in numbers will realise increased traffic. It is noted that the car park is full now before the 
increase in numbers.  Residents of Neighbouring properties have raised concerns. For these 
reasons The Community Council wishes to object to this proposal and asks for Planning 
Committee to take note of these concerns. 

ii. P/2020 /0118 : Oak framed lounge extension to front with garage below and single storey bathroom 
extension to rear:- Hillside Hoseley lane Marford, Wrexham. No objections were raised. 

iii. P/2020/0145: First floor extension  and single storey rear extension including internal alterations 
together with the replacement of  an existing flat roof with a pitched roof to the existing conservatory 
and  to the first-floor side dormer : 65 Stancliffe Avenue, Marford, Wrexham. It was suggested  that 
the alteration proposed will bring  it very close to the neighbouring property and would ask Planning 
Committee to consider whether the  first floor is appropriate in the context of the neighbouring 
properties being a bungalow. The Community Council wishes its concerns to be taken into 
account in considering this case. 

645.  FINANCE:   

i.  The following items of expenditure for the month of March 2020 were presented and         

APPROVED.  

 



168 
 

Date Payment To Reason Amount 

EXPENDITURE     

    

5.3.20 Gresford Retirement Club Grant Payment 450.00 

5.3.20 IMAGE Grant Payment 360.00 

5.3.20 Maes Y Pant Action Group Grant Payment 3500.00 

5.3.20 Gresford Recreation Club Grant Payment 750.00 

5.3.20 Gresford and District 
Community Library 

Grant Payment 4000.00 

5.3.20 Gresford Trust  Grant Payment 6500.00 

5.3.20 Children's Wales air 
ambulance 

Grant Payment 100.00 

5.3.20 BoBath Grant Payment 100.00 

5.3.20 Marie Curie Grant Payment 200.00 

5.3.20 Nightingale House  Grant Payment 500.00 

5.3.20 M. Jones Salary, reimbursement and allowance 
NJC 

 

5.3.20 AVOW Fee for DBS check 56.50 

5.3.20 Gresford Trust Room hire charges 55.75 

5.3.20 Play Wales Membership fee 25.00 

5.3.20 Mega Electrical Call out costs and repairs Lighting 467.04 

5.3.20 Wrexham County Borough 
Council 

School crossing patrol fee plus fee for 
speed survey 

1243.50 

5.3.20 Scottish Power Monthly charges lighting supply 866.09 

5.3.20 Wales Audit Office Audit fees external Audit 222.75 

5.3.20 M Harriman Reimbursement travel costs( 
conference) 

73.80 

5.3.20 One Voice Wales Membership fees 887.00 

5.3.20 J. Jones Councillor Allowance 150.00 

5.3.20 J. Hobbley Councillor Allowance 150.00 

5.3.20 A. Merry Councillor Allowance 150.00 

5.3.20 M. J. Edwards Councillor Allowance 150.00 

5.3.20 B. Blackmore Councillor Allowance 150.00 

    

5.3.20 A. Bailey Councillor Allowance 150.00 

5.3.20 HMRC Monthly amount due 141.07 

5.3.20 Clwyd Pension Fund Account Employer contribution 1.4.19-31.3.20   

5.3.20 SLCC Conference cost 96.00 

5.3.20 Hope House Grant payment 500.00 

5.3.20 Clwyd Pension Fund Account Employee contribution 1.4.19-
31.3.20(taken from Employees pay)  

  

5.3.20 S Baxter Salary, reimbursement, and allowance  

18.2.20 BT Phone line CCTV 55.20 

    

INCOME    

28.2.20 Buckley Memorials Erection of memorial in cemetery 140.00 

11.2.20 Individual Transfer of grave deed 30.00 

4.2.20 Salix finance Instalment of LED lighting loan 
arrangement 

16,890.40 

19.2.20 HSBC Bank interest 28.36 
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ii. Financial regulations: The Clerk advised that following the revisions to Financial regulations that came 
in last year, Finance Committee had  checked the document and noted that only small additions / 
amendments were to be made. The Clerk had made these amendments but advised that it might be 
appropriate to formally adopt the revised document. This was proposed and seconded and the revised 
Financial Regulations document was  ADOPTED. Councillor Edwards as Chair of Finance Committee 
clarified the point included on the use of debit cards. 

646. MEMBER’S URGENT ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Councillor  Bailey advised  the meeting of the forthcoming 
event  organised by IMAGE concerning Climate Emergency and encouraged members to attend. A query 
was raised concerning railings erected on the frontage of a property within the conservation area. The 
Clerk was asked to contact WCBC Conservation Officer to ask for her advice. Action: Clerk. Councillor 
Holmes advised Council of an enquiry she had received , and subsequently raised  with WCBC,  
concerning the planning application for a chip shop on the site of the previous Chand restaurant. 
Councillor Holmes  has raised the issue of the ventilation system and car parking. 

647. CORRESPONDENCE: Items of Correspondence were tabled in a report from the Clerk, as received by 
the Council for the month  of  February 2020 and these were NOTED.    

648. DATE, VENUE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING.  The next meeting of the Council will be held on 

Thursday the  2nd April 2020 at 7.15p.m. at the Gresford  Methodist Church Hall. 

 

COUNCILLOR A. Bailey. 

 

CHAIR .....................................................         Date................................................ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


