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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT GRESFORD TRUST 
MEMORIAL HALL ON   7th November 2019 

Members Present 

Councillors A. Bailey,  M. J. Edwards, J. Dutton,  M. Harriman,   J. Hobbley, K. Hobbley  , J Holmes, A. 
Atkinson,  S. Atherton. 

Chair: Councillor A. Bailey. 

Clerk: Serena Baxter. 

Apologies given and accepted:  A. Merry,  M. Wilde, B. Blackmore. Absent: J. Blackmore. 

 In attendance: Mr J. Davies, Gresford Athletic Football Club, Mr A. Robson. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

545. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Apologies were given and accepted .  

546. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Members were reminded that they should declare the existence 
and nature of any personal and or prejudicial interest on the form provided for this purpose for any 
item under discussion.   

547. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  The meeting was suspended to allow Mr Julian Davies of Gresford Athletic 
Football Club to present the Club’s request for the use of Allington Park for the Village Beer festival next 
year. Mr Davies answered questions concerning the area required and gave assurances about the  
marshalling of the event. The request was noted by the Council , to be considered at the next meeting 
of the Council. Mr Davies was thanked for his attendance and left the meeting. The Meeting was 
reconvened. 

548. POLICE REPORT: The Clerk circulated the report on crime statistics received from PCSO S. Lawrence 
who had sent her apologies for non-attendance. The Clerk also circulated a briefing note of the Rural 
Policing Forum meeting, attended by herself and Councillors Bailey and Atherton .It was noted that the 
format of crime statistic presentation to Community Councils is due to change, and questions were 
asked about the publication of  speeding offence statistics. The Clerk advised that she had raised the 
question at the meeting and the Inspector had stated he would  look into the matter. 

549. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING  HELD 3rd October 2019:  The Chair  spoke 
to the meeting to advise that in the run up to the General Election , awareness of  ‘purdah’ should apply 
to any matters discussed or decisions reached. The Clerk had circulated some advice obtained from 
One Voice Wales and it was important to note this advice. Regarding the conduct of Meetings,  the 
Chair informed members that  interruptions are not acceptable, but that any member who finds that they 
have been interrupted should appeal to the Chair. The Minutes of the meeting held on the   3rd October   
2019 were AGREED as a true record.    

550. MATTERS ARISING AND UPDATES FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES: The Clerk circulated a table of 
actions from the previous meetings  and progress since the last meeting. These were NOTED.    

551. VACANCY ARISING MARFORD AND HOSELEY WARD:  The Clerk advised that no response has 
been received to the advertisement for Co-option,  in respect of Marford and Hoseley ward , and  this 
will now be re-advertised.  

552.  ONGOING MATTERS 

i. Clappers Lane flooding –  A response had been received from WCBC and this  and the way forward 
was discussed. It was RESOLVED to write to WCBC and ask for a meeting with  their officers  to 
discuss further, and also to request a breakdown of the costs they have cited in their letter. In the 
meantime the Clerk will seek further advice to ensure the Council is within its powers to act regarding 
this matter and whether a competitive tender is required or whether the costs provided by the Unitary 
Authority are sufficient. Action: Clerk. 

ii. High Street, Gresford:  Councillor Atkinson advised there was no further update on this matter. 
WCBC have been provided with the location. Councillor Atkinson will follow up on the matter and 
seek progress. Action: Councillor Atkinson. 

iii. Pont Y Capel Lane.  Councillor Atkinson provided an update on the consultation responses received 
by WCBC, following the consultation period, and a number of concerns raised by residents. A 
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discussion took place.  It was RESOLVED to write to WCBC to formally ask about the consultation 
process and outcome and what the next steps will be. Once received the Council may consider an 
informal meeting with residents to discuss their concerns and a way forward. Action: Clerk.  

iv. Marford Play Area: The Clerk advised on communications received from WCBC and follow up 
communication. It was RESOLVED to  contact WCBC to ask for a meeting to discuss further and to 
see what terms of lease would be offered. Action: Clerk. 

v. Marford Community Centre: The Clerk advised  on the enquiries made following the previous 
meeting of the Council.  A discussion took place. Councillor Atkinson declared an interest and left 
the room.  The Chair asked for a vote on the proposal that ‘ the Council has taken this matter as far 
as it can’. 4 Councillors were against this proposal and 3 were for it. Therefore it was RESOLVED 
that the Council will continue to pursue it’s concerns with WCBC  and to press for a face to face 
meeting with officers of the Council. Action: Clerk. Councillor Atkinson rejoined the meeting. 

553. TO CONSIDER ANY DEVELOPMENTS SINCE THE LAST MEETING CONCERNING  PROPOSALS 
FOR GRESFORD HEALTH CENTRE(STANDING ITEM) :Councillor Holmes gave an update to the 
meeting on the latest meeting of the Patient Engagement group. The Clerk briefly left the room while 
discussion took place. The Clerk returned to the meeting. Concerns were raised about the issues being 
discussed by the group potentially  mitigating to ‘enable’ it to happen. The question was raised about  
there having been no follow up on the meeting held earlier in the year with BCUHB.  It was RESOLVED 
to write again to BCUHB to raise concern and ask for a further meeting. 

554.  LIGHTING  COMMITTEE: The meeting was joined by Mr A. Robson of the contracted firm concerning 
LED replacement Footway lighting. It was therefore AGREED to bring forward matters relating to the 
Lighting Committee’s recent meeting. Councillor Harriman as Chair of the Committee introduced Mr 
Robson, and it was AGREED to temporarily suspend the meeting to allow the presentation of  an 
example of a Heritage Lantern by Mr Robson and to hear  questions. After discussion,   Mr Robson left 
the meeting and the Meeting was reconvened. 

i. To note Minutes of meeting held on the 29th October 2019:  Councillor Harriman took Members 
through the Minutes and these were Noted. 

ii. To consider the quotation for the provision of heritage and MUGA lighting, and to decide whether to 
proceed with heritage lighting  in the conservation area around All Saints Church: Councillor 
Harriman explained  matters regarding the quotation received for the provision of Heritage Lighting 
in the area, the  possibility of Salix Funding ,noting  that this may only contribute to the overall cost,  
and the recommendation of the Lighting Committee to go forward with the provision of additional 
Heritage lanterns and columns to enhance the area.  A discussion took place about the costs , and 
the question was  raised about the price and whether other quotations needed to be obtained. It was 
AGREED that further quotations are not required because  a tender process had been undertaken 
and  contractors had been questioned about heritage lighting around the Church, as part of that 
process.  It was moved to accept the recommendation of the Lighting Committee and it was 
RESOLVED to place an order for the Heritage Lighting , and MUGA Lighting according to the  prices 
quoted by the Contractor. Action: Clerk to place the order.  

iii. To consider Committee’s  recommendation to join the Lighting Consortium and to enter into a  
Maintenance contract for footway lighting with the approved contractor: Councillor Harriman 
explained the background to the previous Maintenance contract with WCBC having ceased, and the 
Consortium that exists in Wrexham to enable competitive prices to be obtained. A tender exercise 
undertaken by the Consortium in the recent past,  had achieved a competitive pricing contract for 
ongoing maintenance of Lighting, and the Committee were therefore recommending joining the 
Consortium. It was RESOLVED that Gresford Community Council  join the Lighting Consortium and 
the  Maintenance Contract be entered into with the Approved Contractor. Action: Clerk to  arrange  
for the Maintenance contract to be put in place with the Approved Contractor and to join the 
Consortium.  

555. FEEDBACK FROM ONE VOICE WALES CONFERENCE : Councillors Bailey and Harriman updated 
members on the recent One Voice Wales Conference that they had attended on behalf of the Council.  
Speeches made included references to the   Independent Renumeration Panel’s latest report, which 
had revealed no further action needing to be taken by the Community Council regarding payments, and 
the   ‘Welsh Place names.’ Scheme.  The Clerk had previously put a short piece together concerning 
Gresford for inclusion , which was awaiting approval.   The AGM had  heard motions on  road signs and 
public signs, Business rates, the five-year strategic plan of One Voice Wales,  Guidance to be issued 
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to Community Councils declaring a Climate Emergency,  and a 5% increase to membership fees. 
Contact had been made with a website company. 

556. FINANCE COMMITTEE :  

i. To note Minutes of meeting held 9th October  2019: Councillor Edwards , as Chair of the Finance 
Committee ,highlighted items within  the minutes of the meeting held on the  9th October 2019. 
The Minutes were received and Noted.  A question was asked concerning the CCTV footage 
which had been requested by the Police while the Clerk was on Annual Leave. The Clerk 
explained the need for subject data access request and also confirmed that the Cemetery 
Assistant would be the point of contact in the absence of the Clerk.  Access is now much 
improved since a key has been obtained.  

ii.    To consider Financial report detailing  quarter 2 Income and Expenditure: Councillor Edwards 
presented an income and expenditure report for the Half Year. A question was asked about 
costs of the Pension Scheme. Councillor Edwards confirmed that the actuaries had substantially 
reduced their  initial fee, and that their recommendations were awaited.  The Financial  report 
was examined and was APPROVED. 

iii. To  consider Committee’s recommendation to adopt Model Local Resolution Protocol: Councillor 
Edwards presented the Model Local Resolution Protocol, and explained its use, with a clear 
demarcation when matters have to be referred to the Ombudsman.  It was RESOLVED to adopt 
the document as  Council policy.  

iv. Councillor Edwards presented an urgent matter concerning Banking arrangements. He put to 
Council  the proposal to  increase the amount held in  the  Community Account from £15,000 to 
£25, 000. The proposal was accepted and APPROVED. Action : Clerk as RFO to contact the 
bank and make arrangements.  

557.   CEMETERY  COMMITTEE  

i. To note Minutes of meeting held 7th October  2019 :Councillor Bailey presented the minutes 
to Council , highlighting the work undertaken by the Cemetery Assistant in dealing with the 
digitisation process, and  thanked her.  A discussion took place about the lease and  boundary. 
Fees and Charges are to be looked at by a task meeting of Committee members.  The Minutes 
were Noted. 

558.   TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (AS AMENDED):  

i. P/2019/ 0752: Listed Building consent to  amend the scheme previously granted consent under 
code No. P/2016/0881- Beechmount, Marford Hill, Marford, Wrexham: The Council considered 
the amendment to the Listed Building consent and concluded they had no objections to make. 

ii. P/2019/0473: Change of use of field south of Caia Farm, from agricultural to  'SUI GENERIS' 
use as a dog exercise/ training area ( In retrospect). Caia Farm, Old Wrexham Road, Gresford, 
Wrexham: The Council considered the amended plans put forward and concluded they had no  
objection to make but wished to reiterate their previous comments concerning a secure 
boundary. 

iii. P/2019/0818: Notification of proposed works to trees within Gresford Conservation Area, as 
specified within the attached scope of Tree Works report. Elm , Ash and sycamore stems ( 
hedgerow trees)  at entrance and adjacent road- fell hedgerow trees from lamppost to horse 
chestnut ( approx. 15 stems) – The Vicarage, The Green, Gresford, Wrexham.: The Council 
considered the matter and had no objections to make as long as the advice of the Arboricultural 
officer was followed.  

iv. P/2019/ 0801: Amendment to scheme previously granted consent under code No. P/2016/0881- 
Beechmount, Marford Hill, Marford, Wrexham.:  The Council considered the amendment to the 
previous consent and concluded they had no objections to make. 

559.  FINANCE:   

i. The following items of expenditure for the month of November 2019 were presented and 

APPROVED. 
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Date Payment To Reason Amount 

31.10.19 Vodafone Office phone 0.76 

7.11.19 M. Jones NJC Salary   

7.11.19 Cancelled  0.00 

7.11.19 North Wales Wildlife Trust Invoice payment re: Eco Survey on Cemetery 350.00 

7.11.19 Gresford Trust Invoice payment room hire 66.00 

7.11.19 WCBC   Invoice Quarter one  School Crossing patrol 1141.50 

7.11.19 M. Harriman Travel expenses payment to One Voice Wales  
conference 

90.90 

7.11.19 Scottish Power Electricity Supply Footway lighting  840.50 

7.11.19 S Baxter NJC Salary and reimbursements.  

7.11.19 HMRC Monthly amount tax and NI payment due   

7.11.19 WCBC Invoice Quarter 2 School Crossing patrol 1141.50 

7.11.19 Cancelled  0.00 

7.11.19 Gresford Methodist Church Invoice room hire  30.00 

7.11.19 NJW Grounds Maintenance Invoice Grass cutting contract 1290.00 

7.11.19 Gresford Methodist Church Invoice room hire  210.00 

7.11.19 One Voice Wales Invoice training fee 80.00 

7.11.19 MEGA Electrical Invoice part work completed on column repair 180.00 

7.11.19 Play Wales Membership fee 25.00 

7.11.19 Carbon Reduction technology Second instalment payment for Footway lighting  20321.28 

7.11.19 Steve Pugh Gravedigging service 330.00 

18.11.19 BT CCTV broadband Allington Park. 55.20 

560. FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF MATTER RAISED ON 1ST AUGUST 2019 CONCERNING 
ORDERING OF WORKS AND INVOICES RECEIVED FOR WORK TO ALLINGTON PARK.   The 
Chair and Chair of Finance Committee reported that  they had considered the report submitted by 
Councillor Atherton and had concluded that as the report did not dispute or contradict anything put 
forward in the original report by the Clerk, the matter can now be considered investigated and Closed, 
with the reports on file for Audit purposes should they need to be referred to.  

561. AT REQUEST OF COUNCILLOR J. HOLMES: Communication from SSAFA of VE Day 75 
Celebrations 2020: Councillor Holmes enquired how the Community Council propose to  join in the 
commemorations. Councillor Bailey moved that the Council should support a celebration, and this was 
AGREED. The Clerk is to ensure the matter is included on the next agenda of the General Amenities 
Committee. It was also suggested that the Clerk could post on the website to ask the Community how 
they think celebrations should  take place.  Action: Clerk.  

562. MEMBER’S URGENT ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Councillor Dutton raised the issue of the Splitter island 
and the impact of overspill parking from  Colliers Park which the Council were assured would not 
happen. It was AGREED to put this on the next agenda for discussion.  Councillor Holmes advised the 
Council on her discussion with the Arboricultural officer , following the felling of an attractive Redwood 
tree at the Pavilions, and suggested this is something that needs to be taken into account when 
considering  any future applications for developments.    

563. CORRESPONDENCE: Items of Correspondence were tabled in a report from the Clerk, as received by 
the Council for the month  of  October 2019 and these were NOTED.  The issue of the footpath at the 
side of Rofft school was noted and it was AGREED to write again to WCBC to ask them to clear it. 
Action: Clerk.  

564. DATE, VENUE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING.  The next meeting of the Council will be held on 

Thursday the 5th December 2019 at 7.15p.m. at the Gresford Methodist Church Hall. 

 

COUNCILLOR A. Bailey. 

CHAIR .....................................................         Date................................................ 


