
 

121 

 

FINAL  MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT 
GRESFORD TRUST MEMORIAL HALL ON   2nd May 2019 

Members Present 

Councillors A. Bailey, J Holmes, M. J. Edwards, J. Dutton, B. Blackmore, M. Harriman, S. Atherton, J. 
Blackmore, J. Hobbley, K. Hobbley  

Chair: Councillor A. Bailey. 

Clerk: Serena Baxter. 

Apologies given and accepted:  Councillors. R. Smith, R. Gilmartin, A. Atkinson, M. Wilde 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

426. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

Apologies were given and accepted. 

427. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Members were reminded that they should declare the 
existence and nature of any personal and or prejudicial interest on the form provided for this 
purpose for any item under discussion.   

428. ELECTION OF CHAIR: Nominations for the role of Chair were requested. Councillor Bailey 
nominated Councillor Atherton as Chair, seconded by Councillor Blackmore. Councillor 
Atherton was asked if she accepted the role of Chair. Councillor Atherton advised the meeting 
she did not wish to accept the role of Chair.  Nominations were again requested. Councillor 
Harriman nominated Councillor Bailey to the role of Chair, seconded by Councillor Dutton.  
Councillor Bailey was asked if he would accept the role of Chair. Councillor Bailey accepted. 

429. APOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIR: Councillor Bailey nominated Councillor J. Blackmore to the 
role of Vice Chair and this was seconded by Councillor Edwards. Councillor J. Blackmore 
accepted the role of Vice Chair. 

430. DECLARATIONS OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE AND UNDERTAKING TO OBSERVE 
GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL’S CODE OF CONDUCT: Declarations of acceptance 
of Office were signed. Councillor Bailey welcomed Councillor Keith Hobbley to his first meeting, 
and introductions were made. 

431. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  There were no Members of the Public or Press present.  

432. POLICE REPORT: PCSO. Lawrence   was unable to attend the meeting but had sent the 
statistical report for the month of April 2019.Councillor Harriman raised the issue of the crossing 
at Marford.  A discussion took place about Gresford roundabout, and incidents that have 
happened as a result of worn markings 

RESOLVED: 

• To Invite the Police Inspector to a future meeting 

• To write to North Wales Police Traffic Division 

• To write to WCBC about the roundabout and worn markings 

• Action: Clerk 

433. APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES AND MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES FOR THE 
ENSUING YEAR: It was agreed that Councillor Keith Hobbley would join the Cemetery and 
Finance Committees, and Councillor J. Blackmore would join the Cemetery Committee. 
Otherwise it was agreed that the membership of each Committee would remain unchanged. 

434. TASK AND FINISH GROUPS: UPDATES AND CONFIRMATIONS OF ANY GROUPS: It was 
Agreed that the membership of the Allotment group would remain unchanged. 

435. DATES, VENUES AND TIMES OF MEETINGS: The dates for all Council and Committee 
meetings for 2019-20 were Agreed. 
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436. NOMINATIONS TO EXTERNAL BODIES: RESOLVED: Council representation on the 
following bodies to be as follows: 
i. Gresford and District War Memorial Trust: Councillors J. Blackmore, B. Blackmore and S. 

Atherton 
ii. Gresford United Charities: Councillors B. Blackmore and J. Dutton 
iii. One Voice Wales: Councillors M. Harriman and A. Bailey 
iv. Breedon (Quarry) Committee: Councillors J. Holmes and K. Hobbley 

437. REVIEW OF COUNCIL DOCUMENTS: The Clerk had sent out the listed documents in advance 
of the meeting. The Chair asked for any amendments to be put forward in annual review of the 
following Council documents: 

i. Standing Orders 
ii. Code of Conduct 
iii. Financial Regulations 
iv. Terms of Reference of Committees 
v. Annual Investment Strategy 2019-20 
vi. Internal Controls Document 2019-20 
vii. Risk Management Document 2019-20 

No amendments were suggested, and it was RESOLVED to Approve the listed documents in 
their current format. 

438. MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD 4th APRIL 2019: Councillor Edwards moved that 
the Minutes of the last meeting be accepted as a true record and this was AGREED.  

439. MATTERS ARISING AND ACTION UPDATES: The Clerk circulated a table of actions and 
progress since the last meeting. These were NOTED. 

440. ONGOING MATTERS 

i. Clappers Lane flooding - Councillor Atherton suggested the matter is getting worse. 
Councillor Dutton suggested it might be possible to ask a neighbouring farmer if he can look 
again at the chamber to see if it needs clearing. The Clerk advised that she had written as 
previously requested but had not yet had a response from WCBC. 

ii. High Street, Gresford:  Councillor Atkinson was not present to give an update. 

iii. Pont Y Capel Lane. The Clerk advised that she had forwarded the request for a TRO to 
WCBC, and had received a response to state that this matter will be progressed, but which 
did not give timescales. The Clerk suggested this was one that would need to be chased 
regularly. Councillor Dutton stated this was an important matter. 

iv. Marford Play Area: Councillors confirmed that the grass has now been cut but not the 
hedges. It was suggested this could be to do with the nesting season and Councillors asked 
the Clerk to pursue this request and ascertain why the hedges had not been cut back. Action: 
Clerk. 

v. Gresford Health Centre: Councillors B. Blackmore and J. Holmes updated on progress with 
the Patient Engagement Group. Councillor Edwards reiterated the importance of adequate 
signage at Llay, and requested writing again to WCBC to ask for additional signage.  A 
discussion took place about communication received from BCUHB and the offer to attend a 
meeting.  RESOLVED: 

• To contact BCUHB and ask if they could extend an invitation to the Council to meet, 
to be held after the Patient Engagement group meeting, and the Council to offer a 
venue for such a meeting. Topics to be covered could include: GP recruitment, 
Primary Health Care hub and what they offer, future use of the Health Centre and the 
possible reconfiguration of the contract. The Chair asked for the Clerk to circulate a 
list of topics to be included, and to request any additional topics for discussion. 

• To contact WCBC to request additional signage in Llay. 
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• Action: Clerk. 

441. FINANCE COMMITTEE:  The Minutes of the Meeting held on the 9th April 2019 were noted. 
Councillor J. Hobbley stated that he was present although he was late arriving for which he 
apologised and asked if the minutes could be altered to show him as present. Action: Clerk. 
Under the Minutes, Councillor Edwards as Chair of the Committee, drew members’ attention to 
the item of the agreement to be signed with GAJFC. Councillors J. Holmes and S. Atherton gave 
background to the matter and the meetings held with GAJFC. It was noted that no response or 
communication had been received from the club, and this was discussed. The need for the 
current and ongoing maintenance of the area was also discussed. Councillor Holmes suggested 
a further meeting be held with the club. RESOLVED:  Council write to the GAJFC, the letter 
to be approved by the Chairs of Finance Committee and the Council before sending. 
Action: Clerk. 

Councillor Edwards also highlighted the briefing note and revised lead Councillor Policy that had 
been prepared by the Clerk. The advice received is that in its current operation the policy could 
be unsafe in law. RESOLVED:  Finance Committee to review the revised policy document 
and bring back recommendations to Full Council. 

Councillor Edwards also highlighted a grant that had been considered by the Finance 
Committee, which was from the Events Committee of Gresford Trust, concerning the 
forthcoming 70th Anniversary event. This matter was discussed, and possible solutions 
considered. RESOLVED: The Council to write to the Trust to ask for details of the 
Committee members, the organisations represented on the Committee, and how the 
money requested would be spent. It was stated that this is due to the need for transparency 
in matters concerning grant allocations.  Any grant to be made under the Power of Well-being 
and to be treated as an exceptional request. 

Councillor Edwards highlighted the draft CCTV policy which had been considered at Finance 
Committee and which was recommended by the Committee for adoption. RESOLVED: To 
adopt the CCTV draft document as policy forthwith. 

442. APPROVAL SOUGHT TO RENEW MEMBERSHIP OF THE FOLLOWING BODIES:  The 
merits of membership of the various bodies were considered. It was RESOLVED to approve 
the renewal of membership of the Council to the following bodies: 

i. AVOW – at a cost of £10 per annum 

ii. The Area Civic Society- at a cost of £25 per annum 

iii. The Institute of Cemetery and Crematorium Management- at a cost of £95 per annum. 

443. FINANCE:   

i. The following items of expenditure were presented and Approved. 

Date Payment To Reason Amount 

2.5.19 Wrexham Area Civic 
Society 

Renewal of membership 25.00 

2.5.19 Scottish Power Monthly supply lighting 850.80 

2.5.19 Wright Marshall Review of valuation of allotment land 360.00 

2.5.19 WCBC Lighting repairs 398.23 

2.5.19 WCBC Lighting Maintenance 2139.19 

2.5.19 Steve Pugh Gravedigging service 330.00 

2.5.19 Institute of Crematorium 
and Cemetery 
Management 

Renewal of membership 95.00 

2.5.19 Serena Baxter NJC Salary and reimbursements  

2.5.19 Michelle Jones NJC Salary  
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2.5.19 HMRC Monthly amount due  

2.5.19 Bancroft Amenities Invoice for Grounds maintenance Allington 
Park 

312.00 

2.5.19 Came and Company Renewal of Insurance policy 2117.93 

2.5.19 NJW Grounds 
Maintenance 

Monthly invoice as per contract 864.00 

2.5.19 Steve Pugh Gravedigging service 250.00 

2.5.19 Janet Holmes Reimbursement 10.89 

2.5.19 Gresford Trust Hire of rooms 16.25 

1.5.19 Vodafone Monthly direct debit Council phone 10.50 

1.5.19 BT Monthly direct debit CCTV line and 
broadband. 

306.00 

ii. NALC 2019-20 NATIONAL SALARY AWARD: The Clerk advised of notification received from 

NALC via One Voice Wales, detailing the National Salary award for 2019-20. Councillor Dutton 

moved that it be accepted and this was AGREED. 

iii. COUNCIL PENSION SCHEME: The Clerk advised on the law regarding Pension Schemes, 
concerning Community Councils. The Chair of the Finance Committee also advised on this 
point, stating research suggested that the Clwyd Pension Scheme was the soundest scheme 
used by other Councils, but that they required £1000 in advance for their actuary to set up 
contributions. The Clerk confirmed this had been queried. Councillor Dutton advised of a 
Pension scheme she had been involved with and it was AGREED to explore this option, and 
bring the matter back to the next meeting. 

iv. COUNCIL INSURANCE POLICY: The Clerk advised of the quotation that had been received 
for renewal of the Council’s Insurance policy, and that the agreement in place which attracts a 
discount runs until 2020. The expenditure was APPROVED. 

444. APPROVAL SOUGHT FOR EXPENDITURE ON ADDITIONAL FEATURES TO CEMETERY 
RECORDS DIGITISATION: This item had been discussed at the previous meeting and the 
Expenditure was APPROVED. 

445. MARFORD COMMUNITY CENTRE- INTRODUCED BY COUNCILLOR B. BLACKMORE: 
Councillor Blackmore gave the background to raising this as an item of concern, including the 
historic use as a Community Centre and Polling Station, and as a Centre for Emergency 
Planning. There seem to be few trustees and volunteers, and use by the Community seems to 
be restricted. Residents have expressed concern. A discussion took place on the matter. 
RESOLVED: 

• To write to the Chief Executive of Wrexham County Borough Council detailing 
concerns. 

• To enquire with the Council’s Emergency Planning Team whether the centre is still 
registered as an emergency centre. 

•  Action: Clerk 

446. TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (AS AMENDED):  

i. P/2019/0268: Display of signage- Colliers Park, Wrexham AFC Training ground, Chester Road, 
Gresford, Wrexham : - The Council had no objections to make but asked it to be ensured 
that  any signage etc is appropriately screened from  the road so as not to detract from the 
general nature of the area and entrance into the village. 

ii. P/2019/0282: Erection of new modular building (16.8mx8m) in grounds of existing Community 
Centre, to be used as Playgroup. Community Centre, Pant lane, Gresford, Wrexham: - The 
Council understand this is a Community Centre which is owned by WCBC, and that within the 
lease certain conditions apply, concerning its use as a Community Centre. The Council wish to 
enquire whether this Planning Application is in connection with a commercial use, and to advise 
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that the purpose of the Community Centre is for Community use. The Council is 
therefore concerned if this Planning Application is approved would lead to a use that is contrary 
to that set out in the lease which would lead to a restriction of the centre for community use. 
Should the building be permitted then the Council would request that it is ensured that 
the building is suitably screened from the road, so as not to detract from the current outlook of 
the area. 

iii. P/2019/0318: Erection of double garage 71 Wynnstay lane Marford Wrexham: - The Council 
had no observations to make in respect of this application. 

iv. P/2019/0265: Application for work to tree subject to tree preservation order No. DCC No. 20 
1953: - T182 Horse Chestnut - Fell: Gresford Memorial Hall High Street Gresford Wrexham: -
The Council regret the loss of the tree but do not object if this is following the advice of the 
Council’s Arboricultural officer. The following Councillors declared interest in this item, as 
Trustees or otherwise involved with Gresford Trust (applicants for the tree to be felled). 
Councillors B.  Blackmore, J. Blackmore, J. Dutton, J. Holmes. 

447. ITEMS OF CORRESPONDENCE: Items of Correspondence were tabled in a report from the 
Clerk, as received by the Council for the month of April 2019 and these were NOTED.  The 
Council welcomed the news that funding approval has been received via Salix Funding, to 
cover the costs of replacing the footway lighting with LED lighting. Councillor Harriman 
highlighted a letter received from Welsh Government, which did not appear on the list, 
concerning the legislation to be reviewed next year in Wales concerning the sending out 
electronically of summonses to Community Council meetings, bringing Wales into line with 
England. 

448. REQUEST FROM ONE VOICE WALES TO CONSIDER NOMINATED APPLICANTS FOR 
REPRESENTATIVE COUNCILLOR ONE VOICE WALES ON THE BETSI CADWALLADER 
HEALTH BOARD STAKEHOLDER REFERENCE GROUP: The Clerk advised of a request 
received for consideration from One Voice Wales concerning replacement representation on the 
BCUHB Board. The matter was considered and Jackie Allen was selected as the Council’s 
preferred candidate. Action: Clerk to advise One Voice Wales. 

449. MEMBER’S URGENT ANNOUNCEMENTS: iThe Council RESOLVED to close the next part 
of the Meeting to the public, under PART 2, as detailed below, due to the discussion 
concerning sensitive information concerning individuals.  

450. DATE, VENUE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING.  The next meeting of the Council will be held 

on the 6th June 2019 at 7.15p.m. at the Gresford Methodist Church Hall. 

 

COUNCILLOR A. Bailey. 

CHAIR .....................................................         Date................................................ 

 

 

i It is, therefore, recommended that the press and public be excluded from the Meeting during consideration of the  

following item as it is likely that, if they were present, there would be disclosure to them of exempt information as 

 defined in Paragraph 14 of Part 4 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended). 

 

                                                 


