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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT GRESFORD TRUST 
MEMORIAL HALL ON   4th July 2019 

Members Present 

Councillors A. Bailey,  M. J. Edwards, J. Dutton, B. Blackmore, M. Harriman,  J. Blackmore, J. Hobbley, K. Hobbley, 
A. Atkinson, R. Smith, J Holmes, M. Wilde 

Chair: Councillor A. Bailey. 

Clerk: Serena Baxter. 

Apologies given and accepted:  None 

Absent from meeting due to  representing the Council elsewhere: Councillor  Sarah Atherton 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

471. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
There were no apologies for absence. It was noted that Councillor Atherton would have been in attendance 
but was representing the Council elsewhere at a meeting of the Police . 

472. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Members were reminded that they should declare the existence and nature 
of any personal and or prejudicial interest on the form provided for this purpose for any item under discussion.  
Councillor Edwards and Councillor Bailey both stated they would declare interests in connection with Planning 
matter P/2019/0713, and Councillor Harriman stated he would be declaring an interest in connection with the 
matter under correspondence,  of a vacancy on Rofft School Governors. 

473. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  The meeting was adjourned for five minutes to allow a Member of the public, M.J. 
Edwards , Director of Maes y Pant  Action Group, to speak concerning   a Planning Appeal, P/2019/0713, 
Oakdale, Pant Lane, Gresford. Councillor Edwards, speaking as a member of the public, outlined the concerns 
of Maes Y Pant regarding the proposal. The meeting was reconvened. 

474. POLICE REPORT: PCSO. Lawrence had sent a report outlining the recorded statistics for crime in the area 
during the month of June. PCSO Lawrence had sent her apologies being unable to attend the meeting. It was 
stated that the statistics were helpful but more useful when a member of the Police is present to give 
background information. The Clerk advised Members of responses received from GOSafe( North Wales 
Police) in connection with traffic  management issues raised at Marford and Gresford roundabout. Councillor 
Harriman raised an issue concerning  the publicising of Police Statistics in prosecuting  or  cautioning  speeding 
motorists, and suggested writing to the MP to ask him to take it up. Councillor Dutton raised  a concern in 
regard to   Pont Y Capel Lane It was  agreed that WCBC be contacted over the issue of the street cleaner 
needing to report any specific items  found. Action: Clerk to contact WCBC. 

475. MINUTES OF ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING HELD 6th  June 2019: The Minutes of the meeting held on 
the  6th June 2019 were AGREED as a true record. The Clerk advised of one addition needing to be made 
which was the amount of Grant awarded to the Organising Committee of the Trust celebrations. This was 
agreed to be £500. Action: Clerk to amend the minutes accordingly.  

476. MATTERS ARISING AND UPDATES FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES: The Clerk circulated a table of actions 
and progress since the last meeting. These were NOTED. It was noted that  the hedge has been cut at 
Marford Play area. 

477. VACANCY ARISING MARFORD WARD: The Clerk advised that she had notified Wrexham Council’s 
Electoral department about the vacancy that had arisen following the resignation as a Community Councillor, 
of Councillor Russell Gilmartin.  Councillor Smith stated that it was his  intention to resign as Community 
Councillor following this meeting, due to his circumstances. The Chair expressed regret on behalf of the 
Council in both instances and gave thanks and best wishes to both resigning Councillors. A discussion followed 
about the reasons given by Councillor Gilmartin for his resignation , regret was expressed for his need to 
resign, and concern expressed as to his future representation at meetings of the Borough Council. 

478. REQUEST FROM BOROUGH COUNCILLOR FOR  MARFORD TO  DISPENSE WITH REPORTING 
MECHANISM: The Chair advised of the request received. It was the collective wish of the Council that the 
Borough Councillor continues to report to the Community Council on a regular basis with information from the 
Borough Council and updates on matters concerning Marford and Hoseley. Action: Clerk to advise 
Councillor Gilmartin. 

479. ONGOING MATTERS 

i. 7 Chester Road: Councillor Atkinson advised on  the matter and his awareness of enforcement letters   
sent by WCBC . Councillor Holmes commented that the letter that the Council had been copied into was 
a very polite request. Councillor Atkinson stated he would pursue Planning Enforcement. 
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ii. Clappers Lane flooding – The Chair advised that the issue had been raised and discussed at the last 
meeting of the Town and Community Council Forum, but no satisfactory solution had been given. The 
Clerk confirmed that the previous written request for information had gone unanswered. It was suggested 
that a further letter be sent to WCBC, and to highlight again the issues of health and safety to pedestrians 
and traffic, particularly in the early morning, and evening, that are causing concern. In addition to request 
they provide a paved walkway on the other side of the road, to avoid pedestrians having to climb along 
the fence when the water is over the road. Action: Clerk to write letter. 

iii. High Street, Gresford:  Councillor Atkinson advised that he has chased on this matter, and the issue  is 
a hold up with the traffic survey taking place by WCBC, but they have all the information they need. 

iv. Pont Y Capel Lane. The Clerk advised that no further response had been received although she had 
chased the matter. Action: Clerk to continue to ask for an update. 

v. Marford Play Area: It was noted that work has been carried out to the hedge, but the matter of the grass 
cutting is very poor. Posts have been made on social media.  Where the grass has been cut it has not 
been cleared and has  been left behind so  it is difficult to use the play equipment. Action Clerk to raise 
concerns about the grass cutting and to  chase the issue of the lease. 

vi. Marford Community Centre: Councillor Atkinson declared an interest and left the meeting for this 
discussion. The Clerk advised on the letter received from WCBC. A discussion took place about concerns 
about the Community Centre and access to it by the local community. Action : Clerk to respond to 
WCBC ‘s letter. Councillor Atkinson re-joined the meeting. 

480. GRESFORD HEALTH CENTRE- ONGOING MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION: Councillor Blackmore 
updated the Council on the  Patient Engagement group  meeting held at Llay, attended by herself and 
Councillor Holmes. The issue of transport had been  discussed. Concern was raised as to whether by 
discussing solutions to transport could be seen to ratify the proposals of Alyn Family Doctors.  This was 
echoed by Councillor Atkinson who stated he was grateful that the process of Patient Engagement had 
commenced, but his understanding was that it was not to provide mitigating solutions to the overall issue. It 
was stated that the Councillors who do attend are there as individual patients of the practice, not as 
representatives of the Community Council. It was stated that there is  a lack of a  cross section of ages on 
the group which would be a useful perspective.  The Clerk confirmed that  a meeting would be held with  a 
representative of BCUHB on the 16th July but would only be one and a half hours maximum. Recruitment of 
doctors is one issue to be discussed. The Chair asked that other issues to be raised be fed back to the Clerk 
by the 12th July. Action: Councillors to advise in advance on topics to be covered. 

481. NOTIFICATION OF  ISSUE WITH LOG PLAY EQUIPMENT AT ALLINGTON PARK AND MARFORD 
PLAY AREA- POTENTIAL COSTS OF £210. The issue of the state of the logs as highlighted by WCBC was 
noted, and the Clerk explained she had queried it with WCBC because it appeared to contradict the findings 
of the most recent  Play Inspection report. This  matter will be considered by General Amenities Committee. 
In the meantime potential  removals of the logs by local people at no cost had been explored by Councillors. 
However if this is not forthcoming, Council agreed to the removal of the rotten logs and   RESOLVED to 
spend to the potential cost of  up to £210 to remove the logs if required by WCBC. 

482. PENSION SCHEME: The Clerk presented a paper highlighting the legal position in providing a Pension 
Scheme for employees. The recommendation made in the paper to expedite the issue , is that the Chair of 
the Council , the Chair of Finance Committee and the Clerk be tasked to find a suitable solution and 
implement it, with reports back to the Council stating what had been implemented in due course. The Clerk 
pointed out the potential costs as being set out by Gov.Uk in law, , being now  a 3% contribution  by the 
employer and a 5% contribution by the employee, so the costs are in effect mandatory. The Council 
RESOLVED to accept this recommendation. 

483. POLICY OF ‘DESIGNATED PROJECT LEAD’ COUNCILLOR:  It was noted that this matter had been 
recommended for adoption by Finance Committee but had been deferred at the last meeting to allow 
Councillors enough time to read the document.  It was RESOLVED to accept the policy in its present 
form and to adopt it. Action: Clerk to ensure it is noted as Adopted. 

484. LEASE OF GRESFORD CEMETERY : Councillor Harriman introduced this issue and explained the position 
, concerning lack of a lease from WCBC, and their stipulation for Planning Permission were the Cemetery to 
be expanded. Councillor Harriman explained that he has attempted to obtain a legal view informally but feels 
that the Council may need to take further legal advice on this matter. A discussion took place on the costs 
involved in obtaining Planning Permission, possible responses to WCBC, and the retaining of responsibility 
of the burial ground. It was acknowledged that the Council has in the past sixteen  years spend considerable 
amounts in maintaining the Cemetery and wishes to continue to maintain control over  the Cemetery. 
Councillor Edwards suggested a possible approach to WCBC. The Clerk confirmed that issues concerning 
the state of the boundary and its safety had been expressed in a previous letter. It was RESOLVED to write 
a further letter to WCBC expressing a timeframe that they respond by the end of the year. Action: 
Clerk to compile letter to WCBC. 
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485. REPORTS: TO RECEIVE UPDATES FROM THE FOLLOWING: 

i. Chair’s Report: The Chair advised on his recent attendance at the Town and Community Council Forum. 
He outlined some concerns about the format which he has discussed with the Clerk, who is going to  take 
this forward through the Clerk’s network. He had some thoughts on tabling a Climate Emergency motion. 

ii. Gresford Trust: A report was received from Gresford Trust, outlining several issues, including the felling 
of a tree under a TPO on Clappers Lane, and security of the site being improved. The AGM is to be held  
on the 11th July at 7.30pm and additional Village representatives are sought. 

iii. IMAGE: A report was received from Councillor Bailey on behalf of IMAGE. The report highlighted  ongoing 
work to the flower tubs and  looking into how the tubs can be sustainably watered. IMAGE is 20 years old 
next year and  plans to mark this have commenced, with a review of achievements being compiled. The 
AGM is on the 18th July.  

iv. Maes Y Pant: A report was received from Councillor Edwards on behalf of Maes y Pant. The report 
highlighted improvements made to the website and to social media being set up, with the help of a volunteer 
Tom Williams.  These initiatives  drew praise from  Council members.  The annual meeting was held on the 
2nd April, and a successful fundraising event on  the  18th May. Vandalism continues to be a concern and 
the group are working closely with North Wales Police. 

v. Community Speedwatch: Councillor Atkinson advised that the Community Speed Camera has had some 
issues  with contact  through North Wales Police,  but this has now been resolved.  It has acted as a 
deterrent on the day. Hotspots have been identified and have been  targeted. Councillor Edwards advised 
that he now holds the Speedwatch equipment, and the need for three people at least on any exercises for 
health and safety. Councillor J. Blackmore raised the issue of potholes on  Hillock Lane. Councillor Atkinson 
advised e-mailing the Borough Councillor for that area  Councillor R. Gilmartin. Councillor Dutton reiterated 
her previous advice to report via ‘fixmystreet’. 

vi. Gresford Library: Councillor Bailey provided a report on behalf of the Library. The annual garden party 
had been a successful fundraising event, and other forthcoming fundraising events were planned. 

vii. Wrexham County Borough Councillors: Councillor Atkinson provided a report, which advised of  an issue 
of road markings and barriers at Lakeside Close, and traffic calming measures which are being approached 
in stages. Councillor Atkinson provide an update and explanation of ongoing works to Gresford 
Roundabout. New road markings around the shops have been achieved and have  led to one more marking 
space.  Grids have been cleared. Councillor Harriman raised the issue of the communication from  
Transport for Wales concerning works to the A483, which had been received that afternoon by the Clerk 
and circulated. Speed activated signs had been looked at for Claypit lane and it was suggested this be 
revisited. 

486. TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (AS AMENDED):  

i. P/2019/0465: Proposed side extension and porch with internal alterations: The Roft, Springfield Lane, 
Marford, Wrexham. There were no objections raised. 

ii. P/2019/0450: Erection of  double garage: 20 Bryn Y Groes, Gresford, Wrexham. There were no objections 
raised. 

iii. P/2019/0713: Notification of Appeal (S.78) Oakdale, Pant lane, Gresford, Wrexham                    (demolition 
of  existing bungalow and erection of two dwellings and access arrangement). Councillors Bailey and 
Edwards declared an interest in the following matter and left the room for the discussion. The Chair was 
taken by Councillor J. Blackmore for this item. After discussion it was RESOLVED to reiterate to the 
Planning department, the concerns originally expressed about this proposal, and to include the comments  
made concerning this matter under the Public Participation earlier in the meeting. Councillors Bailey and 
Edwards rejoined the meeting and Councillor Bailey retook the Chairing of the meeting. 

iv. P/2019/0473: Change of use of field south of Caia Farm, from agricultural to  'SUI GENERIS' use as a dog 
exercise/ training area ( In retrospect). Caia Farm, Old Wrexham Road, Gresford, Wrexham. A discussion 
took place which acknowledged that neighbouring properties have raised concerns. It was RESOLVED 
that there are no objections to the proposal, and given that it is in retrospect, but concerns the Council 
would wish to be addressed include: the need for  adequate height and  strength of fencing around the 
area, particularly where it  borders onto neighbouring properties. Also restrictions on the number of vehicles 
and number of animals being walked/ trained  at any one time. Groups of dogs could become a nuisance, 
and  numbers of vehicles  making use of this  area/ facility needs to be monitored as  the road is narrow  
with poor visibility in parts. 

487. FINANCE:   

i. The following items of expenditure were presented and Approved. 

 

Date Payment To Reason Amount 

4.7.19 One Voice Wales Training course Councillor 40.00 

4.7.19 James Sadowski Work to Vandalised tree(Axcess Tree services) 420.00 
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4.7.19 Gresford Trust Hire of room 10.50 

4.7.19 WCBC Play Area inspection fees 2997.78 

4.7.19 Scottish Power Supply to  3rd June 868.55 

4.7.19 Gresford Trust Grant in respect of Celebratory event( to 
Organising Committee) 

500.00 

4.7.19 NJW Grounds 
Maintenance 

Contract grass cutting to Cemetery and Allington 
Park 

1200.00 

3.7.19 Vodafone Council phone monthly fee 10.76 

18.6.19 BT Broadband package re: CCTV Scout hut monthly 
fee 

55.20 

4.7.19 Steve Pugh Gravedigging Service 410.00 

4.7.19 M. Jones NJC Salary  

4.7.19 Serena Baxter NJC Salary  

4.7.19 HMRC Monthly amount due  

    

488. MEMBER’S URGENT ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

i.  Town and Community Council Forum: Councillor Bailey.  This had been covered within the Chair’s 
Report. After further discussion it  was RESOLVED to submit  “Discussion of a Charter of agreement 
between WCBC and its Town & Community Councils “ to be submitted as an item for the September 
meeting . It was also suggested to write to the Chief Executive. Action: Clerk to request item  to be 
tabled. 

489. CORRESPONDENCE: Items of Correspondence were tabled in a report from the Clerk, as received by the 
Council for the month of June2019 and these were NOTED. The Chair highlighted a recently received item 
of correspondence from Rofft school concerning a vacancy on the Board of governors. Councillor M. 
Harriman declared an interest in the matter and left the room. This is a periodic vacancy and the post of  
Additional Community Governor had been held by Mrs  Hilary Harriman, but this term had now come to an 
end. Mrs Harriman had expressed an interest in continuing in the role. This was supported by the Community 
Council. Action: Clerk to inform Rofft school. Councillor Harriman rejoined the meeting. Other items raised  
included the Innovative Practice conference of One Voice Wales which Councillors Bailey and Harriman  
wished to attend in their capacity as representatives to One Voice Wales. This was AGREED by the Council. 
The Mayor’s invitation for two councillors to attend the Mayors civic visit to St Giles Church- it was AGREED 
that Councillors MJ Edwards and J Hobbley would attend on behalf of the Council. It was noted that WCBC  
had confirmed the cessation of the  Street Lighting maintenance contract on 26th September. The Wrexham 
Area Civic Society had sent notification of their awards nomination process. It was AGREED that Councillor 
B. Blackmore would make a nomination on behalf of the Council for the Cemetery Shelter improvement work 
.A discussion took place about the placing of notices on the notice board and  it was agreed to agenda this 
item to a future meeting for  further discussion and a  short policy on the matter. Action: Clerk 

490. DATE, VENUE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING.  The next meeting of the Council will be held on the 1st 

August 2019 at 7.15p.m. at the Gresford Methodist Church  Hall. 

 

COUNCILLOR A. Bailey. 

CHAIR .....................................................         Date................................................ 

 

 

 


