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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT GRESFORD TRUST 
MEMORIAL HALL ON   5th September 2019 

Members Present 

Councillors A. Bailey,  M. J. Edwards, J. Dutton, , M. Harriman,  J. Blackmore, J. Hobbley, K. Hobbley, , 
J Holmes, S. Atherton. 

Chair: Councillor A. Bailey. 

Clerk: Serena Baxter. 

Apologies given and accepted:  A. Atkinson , M. Wilde, B. Blackmore. 

 Present for Minute item 503: PCSO S. Lawrence, Inspector D. Whibberley, North Wales Police.  

_________________________________________________________________________ 

500. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Apologies were given and accepted by Councillors M. Wilde, B. Blackmore and A. Atkinson.   

501. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Members were reminded that they should declare the 
existence and nature of any personal and or prejudicial interest on the form provided for this 
purpose for any item under discussion.  Councillor Holmes and Councillor Atherton advised of 
interests to be declared concerning Planning matters. 

502. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  There were no members of the Public present. 

503. POLICE REPORT: PCSO. Lawrence  took Members through the details of the statistical crime 
report for August 2019.With regard to incident s at Rofft School, PCSO Lawrence assured members 
that she had details and work was ongoing to follow up on these. Councillor Harriman enquired 
about CCTV at the school. A discussion took place about the difficulties caused by car parking at 
the school to nearby residents ,which is an ongoing problem. PCSO Lawrence assured members 
that she does go to the school at these times and will speak to the headmaster. The Chair thanked 
PCSO Lawrence for her report and welcomed Inspector Whibberley to the meeting. Inspector 
Whibberley gave an outline of the difficulties of managing Police resources and the types of ‘new’ 
crimes that now have to be investigated. He advised of the organisation of the  North and South 
Rural Police team and crime recording. A discussion took place which highlighted issues of 
speeding, including Speedwatch and portable speed signs ,persistent cold calling, Gresford Police 
Station and the new Police Station in Llay. The Chair thanked Inspector Whibberley for his time in 
attending the meeting, and Inspector Whibberley and PCSO Lawence left the meeting. 

504. MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS HELD 4th July 2019, and 1st August 2019: The Minutes of 
the meeting held on the  4th July  2019 were AGREED as a true record. (moved by Councillor 
Edwards and seconded by Councillor Holmes.) The Minutes of the meeting held on the 1st August 
2019 were AGREED as a true record. (moved by Councillor Edwards and seconded by Councillor 
Dutton.) 

505. MATTERS ARISING AND UPDATES FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES: The Clerk circulated a table 
of actions from the previous meetings  and progress since the last meeting. These were NOTED.  
There were no matters arising. 

506. VACANCY ARISING MARFORD AND HOSELEY WARD, and GRESFORD WEST WARD:  The 
Clerk advised that following advertisement for Co-option over the past month, there had been no 
response from residents in respect of Marford and Hoseley ward , and so this is to be re-advertised. 
This was AGREED.  In respect of   advertisement for  Co-option in respect of Gresford West Ward, 
there had been one expression of interest received. The response was considered, and it was 
unanimously AGREED to  appoint Alexander Merry to the position of Community Councillor for 
Gresford West ward. 

507. ONGOING MATTERS 

i. Clappers Lane flooding –  The Clerk advised of correspondence received from WCBC 
regarding the matter. RESOLVED: To send a further letter to WCBC , as previously, asking 
about  the costs involved in work to  relieve the flooding. Action: Clerk. 
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ii. High Street, Gresford:  There was no further update on this matter. 

iii. Pont Y Capel Lane.  The Clerk advised of a response received from Darren Green, WCBC 
Highways manager, stating that the next phase, being to go out to consultation about the TRO, 
is due to take place shortly. 

iv. Marford Play Area: A discussion took place about the response received from WCBC which 
stated that any lease would include a  rolling break clause , so that the management and control 
of the  area could revert back to WCBC at any stage. Councillors expressed frustration at the  
chasing of Maintenance for the park which did not happen. RESOLVED: To send a letter to 
WCBC in response and pointing out the likely expenditure that the Community Council 
would need to make on an ongoing basis. To enquire if WCBC has a plan for the land and 
what this might be? 

v. Marford Community Centre: A discussion took place about the issue of lack of WCBC 
response, and awareness of the Planning issue. Action: Clerk to chase response from 
WCBC. 

508. TO CONSIDER ANY DEVELOPMENTS SINCE THE LAST MEETING CONCERNING  
PROPOSALS FOR GRESFORD HEALTH CENTRE(STANDING ITEM) :Councillor Holmes 
reported that a further meeting had  taken place of the Patient Engagement Group. The Terms of 
Reference of the group are to be reviewed. Councillor Harriman asked if anything further had been 
received  from BCUHB in regard to the proposed ‘Hub’ and whether anything had changed since 
the meeting was held. Councillor Holmes advised she had written and circulated a report following 
the meeting held with BCUHB. Councillor K. Hobbley advised of the  new telephone system at Alyn 
Family Doctors. RESOLVED: To write a letter to Alyn Family Doctors about the call 
management system and  how people are answered. 

509. LIGHTING COMMITTEE: The Minutes of the Lighting Committee meeting held on the  22nd July 
2019 were received and noted.  Councillor Harriman updated the Council on ongoing progress with 
the fitting of the LED lanterns. An invoice has been received to pay half of the total amount and this 
will be due to outlay from the  company in the manufacture of the LED lanterns. This expenditure 
was APPROVED. Councillor Harriman advised of the issue concerning heritage lanterns being 
fitted around the Church as it is a conservation area and asked for any thoughts on  the matter 
from Councillors. This is an opportunity to fit more heritage lanterns in this area, while the contractor 
is on site, but it may incur the Council in some additional expenditure. At present the likely costs 
are being explored. 

510. GENERAL AMENITIES COMMITTEE: The Minutes of the meeting of the General Amenities 
Committee held on the  23rd July 2019 were received and noted. Councillor Holmes advised on 
recent activity pertaining to General Amenities. The Council were asked for retrospective approval 
for the expenditure of £85 for topsoil for maintenance of the pitch at Allington Park and for around 
the lake, having previously been sanctioned by the Chair, and this was  APPROVED. The Council 
were asked for retrospective approval for the expenditure of £350 plus VAT for the hire of two skips 
to  support the Lake Clear up, having previously been sanctioned by the Chair, and this was 
APPROVED. The Council were asked for approval for the expenditure of £90 for lamppost poppies 
and for £25 for a commemorative wreath , from the  British Legion, and these were APPROVED. 
The Council were asked for approval for  a small budget of no more than £300 to enable items to 
be purchased in future months concerning ‘Operation London Bridge’. This was APPROVED. The 
Council was recommended by Committee to approve the expenditure of £25 to enable the 
Community Council to join ‘Play for Wales’ which would give the Council access to advice  and 
funding opportunities where Play is concerned. This was APPROVED. The Council were asked for 
retrospective approval for the expenditure of £179.61, having previously been sanctioned by the 
Chair, for  printing costs for  Community Council publicity at the forthcoming Village event, and this 
was APPROVED.   

511. CEMETERY COMMITTEE : The Minutes of the Cemetery Committee meeting held on the  31st 
July 2019 were received and  noted. Councillor Bailey advised on matters pertaining to the 
cemetery and  requested Council approval  to proceed with expenditure for the  spraying of moss 
on the cemetery paths. RESOLVED: To approve the expenditure as requested of £275. 

512. TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (AS AMENDED):  
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i. P/2019/0561: Application for works to mature oak tree(T1) subject to  Tree Preservation 
Order No. WCBC TPO 259-2016.- Reduce crown to provide 3m clearance from property and 
roofline: Reduce Crown over drive and garden back in line with garage roof: Raise crown over 
garage to provide 2m Clearance: Remove  epicormic growth on trunk and lower branch 
structure up to a height of 5m:Deadwood as necessary:- 15 Hillock Lane, Gresford, 
Wrexham:- The Community Council had no objection to make  as long as the advice of the 
Arboricultural officer is followed. 

ii. P/2019/0146: Amended Plans- Conversion of existing coach house into 1. No. dwelling, 
erection of double garage and construction of new access:- The Pikey, Pikey Lane, Gresford, 
Wrexham:- The Community Council wished to reiterate its previous concerns about visibility 
for traffic given the narrow layout of the roadway with bends either side,  which still stand 
despite the amended plans.  The Council were also concerned that the removal of any 
existing hedgerow should be  kept to a minimum. 

iii. P/2019/0336: Section 78 Appeal at : Land South of the Paddock, Old Wrexham Road, Gresford, 
Wrexham:-  Councillor Holmes declared an interest in the matter and left the room while 
discussion took place. The Council wished to reiterate their original objections to this 
development . These objections are:  That the proposed development is outside the settlement 
area.  There is an ancient and attractive hedgerow providing  harbour for wildlife  which will be 
lost. The new submission does not alter this impact. The ecology report is not accepted. There 
will be a loss of rural amenity. The properties opposite do not have parking and park on the 
roadway, therefore there will be difficulty with access opening as it  would  be across the way 
from parked cars, which would in turn  give rise to traffic issues. There will be increased traffic in 
this location which the roadway may be unable to absorb. The Council further wished to state  
and emphasise that: This location  is served by three difficult roadway junctions. One is  a five-
way road junction, and Old Wrexham Road is a narrow road. Any cars waiting at the junction will 
back up significantly along  Old Wrexham Road, which together with parked cars will render it 
impassable, and road blockages will occur and also cause  difficulties for pedestrians. On Pikey 
Lane there is no pavement. The other exit is to Llan Y Pwll link road, which is one way, so traffic 
will have to turn left and go back around significantly increasing traffic at this point.  Residents of 
South View, which is an unmade unadopted road, are concerned that their roadway will become 
a ‘rat run’.  In short, every access to Old Wrexham Road is substandard. Increased traffic 
movements caused by the proposed developments will exacerbate existing traffic movement 
problems in that area. A recent proposal concerning  vehicular access for Bryn Y Groes was 
rejected  on those grounds. The Council would  very much wish for these concerns to be taken 
into consideration. Councillor Holmes rejoined the meeting. 

iv. P/2019/0531: Proposed Gateway and entrance – Colliers Park , Gresford- Response of 
Planning Officer for consideration. To also consider further representation from Butler 
consulting and Just solutions.(For FAW) .The Council agreed with the recommendations of 
the Planning officer concerning the entrance to the site. The Council also wished to take the 
opportunity to remind that it was originally stated that when  fixtures were to take place, the 
FAW would arrange for the bussing in of spectators from Glyndwr, so that additional traffic 
would not be a problem. However it is now apparent with forthcoming fixtures, that parking is 
an issue, with the  Gresford Trust being asked  for the use of  their land. 

v. P/2019/0641: Application for works to 1 No. Lime tree subject to Tree Preservation Order No. 
36- Remove Basal growth,  Remove  epicormic up to 6 m, Crown thin by 15%, Remove all 
dead wood, Reduce prominent branch in line with others:- 4 Bryn Y Groes, Gresford , 
Wrexham:- The Community Council had no objection to make  as long as the advice of the 
Arboricultural officer is followed. 

vi. P/2019/0653: Conversion of  existing detached garage into Granny Annexe- Pantwood, Pant 
Lane, Gresford, Wrexham:- Councillor Atherton declared an interest in the matter and left the 
room while discussion took place. The Council wished to state that they are concerned that 
this is a restricted site. the  plans show a distinctly separate building.  If it is a Granny annexe 
it should appear as a joined building and not as a separate one,  The Council therefore object 
to the plans  because the proposal could at a later date become a separate property, there 
are furthermore issues for parking, as It is very close to the footpath, and close to the 
conservation area. Councillor Atherton rejoined the meeting. 
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vii. P/2019/0666 : First floor extension over existing garage: 17 Yew Tree Court,  Gresford, 
Wrexham: - The Council made no objections but observed that the frontage will protrude. 

viii. P/2019/ 0654: Construction of  new entrance door and screen in lieu of bay windows:  23 
Chester Road , Gresford, Wrexham. : -The Council made no objections but  wished to be 
taken into account the fact that there should be enough width allowed for disabled access, 
and that the ramp end could form a trip hazard.  

ix. P/2019/0639: Formation of Earth Bunds ( in retrospect):  Caia Cottage Old Wrexham road, 
Gresford, Wrexham  : The Council made no objections. 

513.  FINANCE:   

i. The following items of expenditure for the month of September 2019 were presented and 

APPROVED. 

 

Date Payment To Reason Amount 

5.9.19 Michelle Jones NJC Salary  

5.9.19 HMRC Monthly Amount due  

5.9.19 Serena Baxter NJC Salary and reimbursements  

5.9.19 Encore Office Systems Costs of printer lease 63.36 

5.9.19 NJW Grounds 
Maintenance 

Monthly invoice Grass cutting contract 1224.00 

5.9.19 Bancroft Amenities Amount due Pitch and MUGA repair  972.00 

5.9.19 G T Egerton Removal of tree at Cemetery 144.00 

5.9.19 Oakwood Office 
Furniture 

Purchase of small filing cabinet ( second) 66.00 

5.9.19 Scottish Power Monthly supply charges lighting 868.55 

5.9.19 Townsweb Archiving Instalment of costs of  Digitally archiving 
cemetery records 

1950.19 

5.9.19 Steve Pugh Gravedigging services 160.00 

5.9.19 Marian Williams Sundries purchased for lake clear up. 13.27 

5.9.19 Carbon Reduction 
technology Ltd 

Interim Payment of 50% costs of new LED 
fittings. 

22579.20 

5.9.19 Alan's Skip Hire Ltd Two skips hired for lake clear up . 468.00 

 

514. REQUEST FROM GRESFORD ATHLETIC FOOTBALL CLUB TO  HIRE ALLINGTON PARK 
PITCH AREA TO SITE THE VILLAGE BEER  FESTIVAL 2020: The Council considered a request 
received from Gresford Athletic Club concerning the use of Allington Park for the  Village Beer 
festival. Discussion took place and the Council  RESOLVED to ask Mr Davies if he would come 
and speak to the Council about it. ACTION: Clerk to invite Mr Davies to a  future meeting. 
Councillor Atherton left the meeting. 

515. AT REQUEST OF COUNCILLOR KEITH HOBBLEY- ISSUE OF REDUCED CUTTING OF 
GRASS VERGES: Councillor Hobbley advised the meeting of his concerns at the length of time  
grass verges had been left without being cut, and then when it has been cut it has not been of a 
good standard, cuttings have  been left to  blow about and make the village look untidy. A 
discussion took place, and Councillor Harriman advised about  verges having been left to grow 
under the auspices of biodiversity but this had coincided with cuts to resources. 

516. AT REQUEST OF COUNCILLOR J. HOLMES- ALLINGTON PARK USE BY DOG WALKERS: 
Councillor Holmes advised  that an incident had taken place whereby a dog was attacked. The 
Gresford Trust have put signs up and request dog owners to keep their  dogs on a lead. Should 
Allington Park and Marford  Play Area  have the same?  It was RESOLVED to  refer the matter to 
the General Amenities Committee and ask them to explore the issue of signage. Action: Clerk to 
put on agenda for General Amenities Committee. 
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517. AT REQUEST OF COUNCILLOR A. BAILEY-  CLIMATE EMERGENCY DECLARATION:  
Councillor Bailey highlighted the work done by other Councils and public bodies to highlight positive 
action that can be taken by declaring a Climate Emergency  and by then taking account of this 
when planning work to be done in future and providing a positive lead for the community. It was 
RESOLVED that the Community Council declare a Climate Emergency ,  to put this on the 
agenda for each Committee, and draft a plan of action for the Council to adopt. Action: Clerk 
to agenda Climate Emergency items for forthcoming Committee meetings, and Council to 
work towards a plan of action. 

Item under Part ll- Exclusion of the Press and Public: Not for publication pursuant to the 

provisions of Sub-Section (4) of section 100A of Paragraph 1 of Part I of Schedule 12A 

of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended)  

518. ITEM TO BE CONSIDERED UNDER PART 2: STAFFING. 

519. ITEM TO BE CONSIDERED UNDER PART 2: FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF MATTER 
RAISED ON 1ST AUGUST 2019 CONCERNING ORDERING OF WORKS AND INVOICES 
RECEIVED FOR WORK TO ALLINGTON PARK.. 

520. TO RECEIVE UPDATE FROM CHAIR OF FINANCE COMMITTEE CONCERNING COUNCIL 
PENSION SCHEME: Councillor Edwards advised that the Government pension scheme NEST had 
been appraised along with the Clwyd Pension Scheme, to which a number of Community Councils 
are members of , and other schemes also.   Council had previously given its  Approval for the Chair 
of the Council and the Chair of Finance to  look into this matter and come to a decision as to which 
Pension fund the Council should adopt. As Clwyd Pension Fund have substantially reduced their  
set up costs , and  it is a local and soundly managed scheme , Councillor Edwards advised that it 
was proposed to apply to join the Clwyd Pension Fund, as the Community Council’s Pension 
Scheme.  This was APPROVED.  

521. MEMBER’S URGENT ANNOUNCEMENTS: The meeting was brought under Part 1.There were 
no urgent announcements to be made.   

522. CORRESPONDENCE: Items of Correspondence were tabled in a report from the Clerk, as 
received by the Council for the months of  July and August 2019 and these were NOTED. Items of 
particular note were the Approval required  for Councillors Harriman , Bailey and the Clerk to attend 
the  One Voice Wales Conference and AGM. This was APPROVED. A letter received from the 
Pensions Regulator reminding the Authority of its responsibilities to re-enrol under auto enrolment. 
Correspondence from All Saints school advising of the end of a term of office for the additional 
Community Governor and advising that Mrs J.  McDonald had expressed interest in continuing in 
the role.  This was supported by the Community Council and  the Clerk was also requested to write 
and advise that the Community Council  wished to commend Mrs Mcdonald for her work in the role  
and for the same in respect of Mrs Harriman at the Rofft school. Action: Clerk to advise  All 
Saints School and Rofft school of the Community Council’s comments.   

523. DATE, VENUE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING.  The next meeting of the Council will be held on 

the 3rd October 2019 at 7.15p.m. at the Gresford Methodist Church  Hall. 

 

COUNCILLOR A. Bailey. 

CHAIR .....................................................         Date................................................ 

 

 

 


