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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT 
GRESFORD METHODIST CHURCH HALL ON   7th February  2019 
 

Members Present 

Councillors A. Bailey, J Holmes,  M. J. Edwards, J. Dutton, R. Smith, B. Blackmore, M. 
Harriman ,  J. Hobbley,  R. Gilmartin,  A. Atkinson, M. Wilde 

Chair: Councillor J. Holmes 

Clerk: Serena Baxter  

Apologies given and accepted:  Councillors  S. Atherton, J. Blackmore. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

370. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

Apologies were given and accepted. Councillor Holmes led the Council in a Minute’s 
Silence to mark the death  of Councillor Mary Lightwood. 

The Chair circulated a document indicating member’s attendance through the year at 
Full Council and at Committee and remarked on the need for continuity through 
attendance in order to carry important matters forward. The Chair also reminded 
members of procedural matters  pertaining to meetings, as set out in the Council’s 
Standing Orders. 

371. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Members were reminded that they should declare the 
existence and nature of any  personal and or prejudicial interest on the form provided for 
this purpose for any item under discussion.   

372. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Members of the Public were present for part of the 
meeting. 

373. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:  The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on the 
3rd January 2019  were proposed by Councillor Harriman as a true record and seconded 
by  Councillor Edwards. Agreed as a true record.   

374. POLICE REPORT: PCSO S. Lawrence attended and gave the Police Report for the 
month of January. PCSO Lawrence reported positively that there had been no instances 
of crime or associated trends during the month, in either Gresford or Marford. However 
in terms of Anti-social behaviour she highlighted a number of instances in both areas.  
These in the main concerned Anti-social behaviour being caused by groups of youths. 
The incidence at the scout hut had been of particular concern and PCSO Lawrence 
reported that those involved had been identified and parents had been advised and had 
expressed concern. Regarding other instances, investigations were ongoing. A 
discussion took place concerning usage of drugs connected with one incident. Councillor 
Atkinson asked whether the PCSO mobile number could be passed on.  PCSO advised 
this was fine for non-urgent enquiries- but if urgent, reports should be made using the 
101-telephone number. PCSO Lawrence was thanked for her work and her report and 
left the meeting. 

375. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS: 

i. 7 Chester Road: Councillor Atkinson reported that he is trying to move this forward. 

ii. Clappers Lane flooding : There was no further update to report .  Councillor 
Edwards reported that Claypit Lane had also been flooded across at one point. 
Councillor Gilmartin advised that he has reported it. 

iii. High Street, Gresford:  Councillor Atkinson advised that progress hinges on the 
outcome of the traffic survey, and once results are received then it is a question of 
funding. Councillor Bailey raised an issue of cars  parking   opposite School Hill. 
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iv. Pont Y Capel Lane. The Clerk advised that  she had still been unable to elicit a 
response from WCBC, despite letters and e-mails. She had received verbal 
assurance that it was being passed to legal but nothing further. Action: Clerk to 
continue to chase on this matter. 

v.  Marford Play Area: The Clerk advised that she had sent the letter confirming the 
matters decided at the  meeting and had contacted Ms Parry of WCBC concerning 
the hedge maintenance and other matters and had been told it was ‘in hand’. Action: 
Clerk to continue to chase on this matter. 

Councillor Harriman raised a point from the previous  Minutes concerning Alyn Family 
Doctors and it was noted that a letter had been received from the AM. Councillor 
Holmes said that she would expedite the letter to be sent . Councillor Atkinson stated 
he had nothing further to report on the matter. 

376. FINANCE COMMITTEE: 

i. The Minutes of  the meeting held on the 21st January 2019 were noted. It was noted 
that Councillor Hobbley had attended the meeting but had been marked absent. The 
Clerk will make the amendment. 

ii. Grant Applications 2018-19:  Councillor Edwards advised the meeting of the 
contents of the table that had been circulated showing the recommended Grant 
awards made by the  Finance committee and explained that the applications had been 
scrutinised prior to making the recommendations. The following Councillors had 
previously declared interests at the Finance Committee concerning grant applications 
for organisations they are involved with: Councillors Holmes, Edwards, and Harriman, 
when the grants were discussed and the recommendations made, and these were 
noted. Councillor Bailey declared an interest at this meeting, in connection with his 
involvement with Gresford Community Library.  A statement will be required to be 
returned by any organisation that is awarded over £500. It was RESOLVED, following 
a show of hands, that the amounts recommended by Finance Committee be awarded 
to the various organisations applying. It was noted that  the  expenditure is made 
under the Power of Well- being:  (Local Government(Wales) Measure 2011(Local 
Government Act 2000,ss1-5).Councillor Smith raised a point about the tree survey 
being conducted by the Trust .Councillor Edwards advised of the limits on expenditure 
imposed by Section 137 of the Act, and the associated formula. The total expenditure 
as set out is well within these limits. 

iii. Review of Grants procedure: Councillor Edwards advised that the Finance 
Committee had as requested, reviewed the current processes for inviting Grant 
Applications and awarding them. The outcome of this process is contained in the 
Minutes of the Finance Committee. This was discussed and accepted. The process 
will continue to be monitored. 

iv. Data Protection Policy and  Associated Breach of Data Procedure: Councillor 
Edwards explained the need for each policy, under the new Data Protection 
Regulation.   Both documents had been examined by the Finance Committee , which 
recommended the adoption of both.  It was RESOLVED to accept the draft 
documents  as presented and that they be adopted as POLICY herewith.  

v. Financial report for the third quarter: Councillor Edwards presented the  Financial 
report prepared by the Responsible Financial Officer,  which showed the expenditure 
incurred during the first three quarters of the Financial year. The document was 
accepted. Councillor Edwards reminded the meeting that each Committee will need 
to  look ahead and determine as  far as possible the amounts that will be  needed to 
be spent  in the future on replacement equipment for the Play areas and the Cemetery 
expansion, among other matters. 
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vi. Payment to Members:  Councillor Edwards and the Clerk explained the process for 
the payments to members to be made and the need at the present time to reflect 
these in the Council’s PAYE return. The Clerk will therefore require the National 
Insurance number and tax code of each Councillor requiring the payment. This is the 
advice given by One Voice Wales, based on a request by Wales Audit Office, however 
it is being looked at further. 

vii. Appointment of Internal Auditor: Councillor Edwards  advised that the Finance 
Committee had considered and were recommending the appointment of JDH to 
undertake the Council’s forthcoming internal audit for 2018-19. This was AGREED. 
Action: Clerk to confirm appointment and schedule with  appointed Auditor. 

377. CEMETERY COMMITTEE: 

i.  The Minutes of the meeting of the Cemetery Committee held on the  28th January 
2019 were noted. Councillor Bailey advised the meeting of meetings that had recently 
taken place with WCBC concerning the lease, and  with a representative from 
Harrison’s of Mold, who will  produce a report and  project outline for the cemetery 
expansion. 

ii. Laptop for Cemetery Assistant: Councillor Bailey  advised that with the  need to 
have digitised cemetery records for the future, the Cemetery Assistant will need a 
laptop to be provided by the Council. The recommendation of the Cemetery 
Committee was seconded by Councillor Edwards and  APPROVAL was granted  to 
purchase a laptop for the Cemetery Assistant at a cost of up to £500. 

iii. Digitisation of Cemetery records: Councillor Bailey explained the need for the 
existing cemetery records to be scanned and  transcribed into a digital format to 
safeguard them for the future and that future cemetery activity can be recorded on to 
a database. Costs had been received and demonstrations looked at. The cost of this 
work would be £3250.31. This  expenditure was APPROVED. Action : Cemetery 
Assistant to progress with company. 

A discussion took place about the  meeting with WCBC that had taken place, the  
Cemetery Boundary and the issues around Planning Permission. Action: Clerk to write 
a letter to WCBC concerning the lease and whether planning Permission is 
actually needed. 

378. RECOMMENDATION OF APPROVAL OF THE COSTS OF INSTALLATION OF CCTV 
AT ALLINGTON PARK: The Chair advised on a number of quotations that had been 
received and reported that herself and Councillor Blackmore were due to meet with an 
independent technical adviser to evaluate the quotations received. The Chair also 
explained the need for urgency in progressing the matter in the light of the recent 
incidents previously reported. Council’s approval  was sought on expenditure on CCTV, 
on costs of no more than £3000, plus additional costs of line installation of £50 and an   
annual broadband rental of £539. The matter was considered, and  Councillor Harriman 
moved that approval  for the outline expenditure be granted, which was seconded by 
Councillor Bailey.  Approval was GRANTED for expenditure on CCTV to the amounts 
set out, to be taken forward and the successful contractor to be approved by the General 
Amenities Committee. 

379. GRESFORD CHURCH- POSSIBILITY OF COUNCIL CONTRIBUTION TO SECURITY 
COSTS. The Clerk fed back on the advice received from One Voice Wales which had 
come from NALC. Essentially there is a risk involved in taking the matter forward 
because of the legislation which is still in place which would seem to prevent  this action. 
The Clerk’s advice was that the matter should not be pursued , and if  the decision taken 
was to pursue it, Councillors would need to assess the risk involved. A discussion took 
place. It was AGREED that a formal letter written by the Clerk needs to be sent to 
the Church asking  what their costs are. In addition a letter is  to be sent to the MP 
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to ask if he can raise the issue as a point of legislation to  ask that it be overturned. 
Action: Clerk to write letters. 

380. VACANCY GRESFORD EAST WARD: It was noted that a vacancy now exists in the 
Gresford East ward. The Clerk advised that she had notified Electoral and the process 
is to be undertaken . Action: Clerk to progress. 

381. REPORT FROM COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCILLORS GRESFORD AND 
MARFORD:  

i. County Borough Councillor for Gresford-  Councillor Atkinson advised that he is 
seeking the reinstatement of  a pedestrian  crossing  near to Burton Rise and sought 
the Community Council’s support in this A discussion took place about the previous 
history of the crossing and the recent accident that had taken place. Councillor Bailey 
proposed that a letter be sent by the Community Council to WCBC supporting this. 
Councillor Blackmore raised the issue of the zebra crossing in Marford that it  is quite 
dangerous as it is often ignored by drivers and asked if  the Community Council could 
suggest it be upgraded. Action: Clerk to write a letter on behalf of the Community 
Council , requesting a  pelican crossing to be sited near to Burton Rise on the 
Chester road, and to  request that  the zebra crossing in Marford can be upgraded 
to a pelican crossing. Regarding School Hill Councillor Atkinson reported that he  has 
requested a  parking patrol but there needs to be yellow lines there in order to be 
enforceable. He is pursuing this. Councillor Atkinson commented on the innovative 
approach of the Vicarage Lane development campaign. The Borough Council currently 
do not have an Enforcement team in place and so littering and dog fouling is increasing. 
There is an issue with some street lights being out which he is pursuing. He will chase 
the removal of the speed cushions outside the school. Councillor Edwards raised the  
issue of  the fading road markings by  the shops and the potential for hazard. Councillor 
Atkinson has raised it and they, and those on the Gresford roundabout, are to be 
repainted in March. Councillor Holmes raised the issue of  the lines being faint by the 
school and whether they could be done at the  same time. Councillor Blackmore raised 
the issue of the large pothole by the Beeches.  

ii. County Borough Councillor for Marford-  Councillor Gilmartin  advised that the  work 
to place  parking restriction at the top of  Clay pit lane is underway and   he is pushing 
for similar at Hillock lane as there appears to be an issue with vans parking. Data has 
been received concerning speeding on Marford Hill and it is to be forwarded to the  
traffic department at North Wales Police A request was made that the data be sent to 
the Clerk for circulation. 

382. TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (AS AMENDED) 

i. P/2019/0049: Notification for works to tree subject to tree preservation order WCBC No. 
259.2016. T1 Oak- removal of lower limb( approximately 25-30-foot-long and 12-14 inches 
diameter) and 2 No. minor branches ( approximately 8-10 foot long and 3-4 inches 
diameter) Bromfield House, 21 Hillock Lane, Gresford , Wrexham. The advice of the 
Arboricultural Officer is acknowledged, and no objections raised. 

ii. P/2019/0051 :Listed Building consent for demolition of outbuilding  and erection of garage: 
Romney, Marford hill, Marford, Wrexham. In connection with this Planning Application,  
Councillors wished to reiterate their original comments made, . The Council wish to object 
to this proposal on the following grounds:  The building and in particular the roof is totally 
out of keeping with the  surrounding area which forms part of the Marford conservation 
area. Councillors feel that  the proposal is contrary to  the design and planning  guidance  
set out by WCBC .In particular it is noted that the management plan of the Marford 

Conservation Area Assessment document specifically states that: ‘Planning applications 

for alterations and new development may be refused if they fail to preserve or 
enhance the special character of the Conservation Area’. Councillors feel that the 
proximity to the Conservation Area should be particularly accounted for in 
consideration of this proposal and wish to object strongly on these grounds.  
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Councillors are concerned that the provisions of the Conservation Area are being 
ignored. The proposal is inappropriate for the Conservation Area, and the Council see 
nothing has changed from previously. 

iii. P/2018/0887: Amended site layout and  substitution of  house types on plot Nos. 22-33 
Bryn Y Groes, Chester Road, Gresford, Wrexham. This was circulated as a 14-day  
deadline for comments and no comments were received. 

iv. P/2019/0044: Two -storey extension to side and rear and erection of garage: Greenoge 
Cottage, Pikey Lane, Gresford, Wrexham. There were no objections raised but the 
Council wished to raise a concern, that the  hedge should be kept to a reasonable height 
in order to preserve the rural character of the  area. 

v. P/2019/0796: : Conversion of outbuilding to  provide ancillary accommodation  to existing  
dwelling and provision of separate bat roost: Hoseley House, Hoseley Lane, Marford, 
Wrexham. This was circulated as a 14-day  deadline for comments and no objections 
were made. 

vi. P/2019/0015: Alterations  and extensions to existing dwelling with new matching pitched 
roofs: 16 Hillock Lane, Gresford, Wrexham. There were no objections made. 

vii. P/2019/0059: Side extension  to existing bungalow and erection of detached garage: 24 
Winchester Way, Gresford, Wrexham. In view of the size of the  extension and garage 
proposed, the Council wished to stipulate that this should only be used for domestic and 
not business purposes. Otherwise there were no objections made. 

viii. P/2019/0061: Outline Application for  demolition of existing dwelling and erection of 2 
No. new dwellings- Tintern, Pistyll Hill, Marford , Wrexham. The Council wished to raise 
an objection in that the entrance does not appear to be up to the required standard. In 
addition concern is raised about the protection of bats as identified by Natural Resources 
Wales, and the Trees that need to be protected to preserve the character and appearance 
of the area. 

383. GRASS CUTTING CONTRACT: This item was heard under Part 2 of the Agenda, and 
the Press and Public were excluded from the Meetingi. The Clerk provided a Briefing 
Note which set out the process undertaken in reviewing the tenders submitted by a 
number of companies. The recommended company was identified, and it was 
RESOLVED to APPROVE the granting of the Grass Cutting Contract. 

384. FINANCE:   

i. The following items of expenditure were presented and Approved. 

Date Payment To Reason Amount 
£ 

7.2.19 Serena Baxter NJC Salary Clerk’s annual allowance and 
reimbursements  

 

7.2.19 Michelle Jones NJC Salary and reimbursements and annual 
allowance. 

 

7.2.19 Russell Smith Reimbursement for amount paid for 
Christmas tree. 

75.00 

7.2.19 Pro- Control Invoice re: Lakeside pest control. 140.00 

7.2.19 WCBC Invoice for Item of repair to  MUGA area 36.14 

7.2.19 One Voice Wales Invoice for two training places. 80.00 

7.2.19 Gresford Trust Invoice for hire of rooms 35.75 

7.2.19 WCBC Invoice for quarterly School Crossing patrol 
contribution 

1097.00 

7.2.19 STC Invoice for erections  and removal of 
Christmas tree. 

144.00 
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7.2.19 WCBC Half yearly invoice for costs of Play Area 
Inspection  agreement. 

2940.00 

7.2.19 Encore Office 
Systems 

Invoice for printer costs 39.60 

7.2.19 WCBC Quarterly Invoice for Maintenance of street 
lighting agreement 

2131.09 

7.2.19 WCBC Invoice for Street lighting repairs 1153.64 

7.2.19 Hafren Dyfrddwy Invoice for Cemetery water supply 25.56 

7.2.19 Thomas Electrical Invoice for investigation into MUGA lighting 30.00 

7.2.19 Scottish Power Invoice for supply  to street lighting after 
credit. 

839.17 

7.2.19 HMRC Monthly amount due   

3.1.19 Vodafone Direct debit Community Council official 
phone 

10.50 

385. MEMBER’S URGENT ANNOUNCEMENTS:   

ii. Councillor Edwards  highlighted items from a training course  recently attended 
‘Understanding the Law’ and recommended it to others to attend. He also raised the 
point that the Chair or Vice Chair of Finance Committee  is required  to  monitor the 
Finances on an annual basis and therefore he as Chair would do so. 

iii. Councillor Harriman raised an issue of parking on pavements and obstruction being 
caused. This was discussed and examples given. Councillor Edwards stated he has 
reported parking on the pavements near the school which reduces visibility. 

iv. Councillor Harriman raised the issue that  had been discussed previously at General 
Amenities, concerning goal posts for Allington park. He stated that permanent  goal posts 
might lead to  potential issues and indicate exclusive use as a football pitch.  Councillor 
Holmes stated these concerns would be discussed at the next General Amenities 
Committee. 

386. ITEMS OF CORRESPONDENCE  

Items of Correspondence were tabled in a report from the Clerk, as received by the 
Council for the month of January 2019  and these were noted.  

387. DATE, VENUE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING.  AGREED: The next meeting of the 

Council will be the 7th March 2019 at  7.15p.m. at the Gresford Trust Memorial Hall. 

 

COUNCILLOR J.  Holmes. 

 

CHAIR .....................................................         Date................................................ 

 

 

 

i i It is, therefore, recommended that the press and public be excluded from the Meeting during consideration of the  

following item as it is likely that, if they were present, there would be disclosure to them of exempt information as 

 defined in Paragraph 14 of Part 4 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended). 

                                                 


