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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT GRESFORD METHODIST 
CHURCH HALL ON   3rd October 2019 

Members Present 

Councillors A. Bailey,  M. J. Edwards, J. Dutton, , M. Harriman,  J. Blackmore, J. Hobbley, K. Hobbley, , J 
Holmes,  M. Wilde, B. Blackmore, A. Merry 

Chair: Councillor A. Bailey. 

Clerk: Serena Baxter. 

Apologies given and accepted:  A. Atkinson , S. Atherton 

In attendance: PCSO S. Lawrence. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

524. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Apologies were given and accepted .  

525. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Members were reminded that they should declare the existence and 
nature of any personal and or prejudicial interest on the form provided for this purpose for any item 
under discussion.   

526. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  There were no members of the Public present. 

527. POLICE REPORT: PCSO Lawrence took members through the Crime report for incidents occurring in 
September in Gresford and Marford. Questions were raised concerning incidents of shoplifting and  the 
theft of a pedal cycle.  Concerns were raised about the incident  of damage caused to Rofft school roof . 
This has led to rain damage inside the school and  a classroom being unusable. After discussion it was 
determined that the school is looking into grant funding for improved CCTV. The Chair advised that he 
had reiterated at  a recent Town and Community Council Forum ,the importance of a good relationship 
with the PCSO, such as exists within Gresford and Marford communities .The PCSO was thanked for her 
report and left the meeting.  

528. MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS HELD 5th September 2019:  The Minutes of the meeting held on 
the  5th September  2019 were AGREED as a true record.  The Clerk apologised for the incorrect  
numbering in the hard copy that had been sent out  and confirmed this had now been rectified.  

529. MATTERS ARISING AND UPDATES FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES: The Clerk circulated a table of 
actions from the previous meetings  and progress since the last meeting. These were NOTED.   

i. Progress on LED Lighting replacement and  consideration of heritage lanterns: Councillor Harriman as 
Chair of the Lighting Committee advised on progress with the  replacement lighting contract underway. 
He reported that this has gone smoothly, and a few lights remain to be fitted which  are either awaiting 
the intervention of Scottish Power or require particular cut out boxes to be fitted. No complaints have 
been received.  Only one concern was raised by a resident  about brightness and shields were fitted. 
Some possible dark pockets may need to be revisited in the future. Meetings have taken place with the 
installer and the supplier of the lanterns.  A potential opportunity has arisen to consider the fitting of 
heritage lanterns on columns around the Church.  No Planning permission is required, and this may 
enhance the Conservation Area. However to do it properly  may require funding from Council reserves, 
as the Salix funding is unlikely to cover the whole cost of the fitting of heritage lanterns. There may be 
some columns which would need to be replaced.  Councillor Harriman advised that costings were being 
obtained and would be brought to Council for consideration at a future meeting if the Committee thought 
it a viable proposal. Councillor Harriman concluded by thanking the Clerk for her hard work in dealing 
with the project and to Councillor Holmes for her work in surveying and identifying lighting anomalies. 
The Chair thanked Councillor Harriman for his work in dealing  with the project and Chairing the 
Committee. 

530. VACANCY ARISING MARFORD AND HOSELEY WARD:  The Clerk advised that no response has been 
received to the advertisement for Co-option,  in respect of Marford and Hoseley ward , and  this has now 
been re-advertised, with a closing date of 25th October.  
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531. ONGOING MATTERS 

i. Clappers Lane flooding –  The Clerk advised that a further letter had been sent to WCBC, but no 
response received as yet. Councillor Holmes advised that she has taken the matter up with  the  
Footpaths officer at WCBC, who is following up with Highways. Councillor Edwards advised the 
importance of continuing to  report the matter  via Contact  Wrexham and Fixmystreet. 

ii. High Street, Gresford:  There was no further update on this matter. The Clerk advised Councillors 
that a period of time had now elapsed since the previous response from WCBC.As a result  other 
matters raised with WCBC in respect of the pedestrian crossing in Marford and the possibility of one 
in Gresford ( Narrow Lane)  had been put on hold as recommended by the Borough Councillor, but no 
outcome had yet materialised in respect of High Street. Councillor Edwards advised of the Community 
Speedwatch and the need for more volunteers to  prepared to undertake the work as a minimum of 
three people were needed at any one time.   

iii. Pont Y Capel Lane.  Councillor Dutton advised that the matter of the Traffic order had been  sent out  
to residents for consultation by WCBC Highways. As the Community  Council had not received any 
paperwork on this Councillor Dutton would forward what she had received.  

iv. Marford Play Area: A discussion took place. The grass has been cut as well as  parts of the hedging 
around seats. The Clerk is to put wording on the website to explain that the Community Council is 
pursuing this with WCBC . The Clerk advised that a letter had been sent to WCBC in response to their 
correspondence about the break clause and a response is awaited. Councillor Harriman suggested 
that an SLA with WCBC concerning maintenance of the area and  hedge and tree trimming may be 
all that is required. (Councillor James Hobbley joined the meeting.)Councillor Harriman proposed that 
a  letter be sent to WCBC asking them to progress this with a resolution by the end of the  year, in 
advance of next growing season.  Councillor Dutton suggested that a local contractor be asked to give 
a price. Action: Clerk to pursue. 

v. Marford Community Centre: The Clerk advised of the response received from WCBC. A discussion 
took place about whether the Community Council can or should do anything further in this matter. It 
was RESOLVED to  write and request a meeting with WCBC Officers to discuss the matter. To write 
to Marford Community Centre Management Committee to see if the Centre can now be used for 
Council meetings. Action: Clerk to  write letter and contact Management Committee. 

532. TO CONSIDER ANY DEVELOPMENTS SINCE THE LAST MEETING CONCERNING  PROPOSALS 
FOR GRESFORD HEALTH CENTRE(STANDING ITEM) :Councillor Holmes gave an update to the 
meeting on the latest meeting of the Patient Engagement group. This meeting had received a 
presentation on what a Hub would do and how it would operate in the area.  A discussion took place . 
Councillor Harriman suggested that no timescale is apparent and suggested that BCUHB be asked again 
to clarify this. Councillor J. Hobbley advised of examples of Hub’s elsewhere. Councillor K. Hobbley said 
there was no guarantee that the proposed Hub would be in Gresford. It was RESOLVED there is no 
action that can be taken by the Community Council at the present time. 

533. GDPR ITEM NEED FOR COUNCILLORS TO  ADOPT COMMUNITY COUNCIL  SPECIFIC EMAIL 
ADDRESSES: The Clerk advised of a communication received from the  Information Commissioner 
concerning Councillors having dedicated email addresses. A discussion took place. Councillor Harriman 
highlighted the need to look professional and  this applies to websites also, citing an email consultant.  
This was echoed by Councillor J. Hobbley who said that  the proper links can lead to more media 
exposure. It was suggested that  WCBC could be asked for advice  and whether it is possible to purchase  
a  domain name such as Gresford.gov.uk. Action: Clerk to ask WCBC. To feed back to Finance 
Committee, due to costs involved. 

534. REQUIREMENT TO PREPARE A PLAN CONCERNING  THE DUTY TO MAINTAIN AND ENHANCE 
BIODIVERSITY ( ENVIRONMENT WALES ACT 2016/SECTION 6.)  : The Clerk advised that advice had 
been received via by One Voice Wales of  a requirement to produce an Environment  plan. The Clerk 
was asked  to obtain further clarification on whether this need to be a Community Council plan or whether 
it could encompass  all environmental activity in the area, in which case the work of IMAGE and Maes y 
Pant could be included. Action Clerk to enquire and feedback through General Amenities 
Committee. 

535. GENERAL AMENITIES COMMITTEE :  

i. To note Minutes of meeting held 23rd September 2019. Councillor Holmes , as Chair of the 
General Amenities Committee took the meeting through the minutes of the meeting held on the  
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23rd September, highlighting work achieved and pending. The Minutes were received and Noted. 
Councillor Harriman highlighted the need for duck signs along the High Street to warn traffic. 

ii. To approve costs of up to £200 to purchase Village Christmas tree. It was RESOLVED to 
APPROVE costs of a tree as outlined. . Action: Clerk to place order. 

iii. To  discuss recommendation from Committee to not proceed with appointment of a Community 
Agent.  Councillor Holmes advised the meeting that the recommendation from the General 
Amenities Committee was to not proceed with the appointment of a Community Agent at the 
present time. Councillor Dutton explained that it was felt by those Councillors present at the 
Committee meeting, that it is a Community Councillors role to know the local residents and who 
requires help and to ensure that they  are aware of local clubs . The Clerk explained the 
background, the outcome of the meeting with Mr Louden of WCBC, that the  project is funded by 
WCBC, although the person appointed is the employee of the Community Council. The Clerk had 
prior to the Council meeting as requested by the Committee circulated a sheet to all Councillors 
outlining the  comments from Clerks of Community Councils currently employing a Community 
Agent. A discussion took place. Councillor Edwards stated it was important  to ascertain  likely 
cost going forward, and what extra a Community Agent can do that a Councillor can’t. Councillor 
Bailey stated that his position was that the Council should try it for a year with  a temporary 
contract and funding via WCBC. Councillor Blackmore proposed that it be voted on.  Councillor 
Edwards stated it needed to be sent back to Finance Committee or General Amenities Committee 
for a more in-depth look at costs and benefits, and the pros and cons .The Clerk suggested a task 
group be formed made  up of members from both Finance and General Amenities Committees. 
It was AGREED to defer the item pending a recommendation from a task group to be formed, 
made up from Councillors Edwards, Harriman, J.Hobbley , K. Hobbley and Merry. 

iv. Outcome of Review of SLA Play Area Inspection service provided by WCBC:- recommendation 
to continue with this service in the future. Councillor Holmes advised that the Clerk had carried 
out investigations into costings and  alternatives to the current SLA  arrangements for play area 
inspections currently carried out by WCBC, as requested by a previous meeting of the Council. 
The outcome of this had been considered by the  Committee, and in view of the  work carried out 
under the current SLA  by WCBC for the annual cost, which included litter clearance on a regular 
basis of the play areas, plus the arrangements of the Annual independent inspection, it was 
recommended by the Committee that the Council remain with the SLA arrangements offered by 
WCBC. It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation from the Committee to retain  the 
services of WCBC in the Play Area Inspection SLA. 

536. Reports: To receive updates from the following (papers to be circulated in advance): 

i. Chair’s Report: Councillor Bailey presented his report as Chair, detailing  presentations heard at 
the last meeting of the Town and Community Council Forum, and highlighted the request made for  
the need for a Charter, or  improvements to working arrangements, between the Community Councils 
and the Unitary Authority. Councillor J. Blackmore left the meeting. 

ii. Gresford Trust: Councillor Holmes outlined recent activity by Gresford Trust , including the  use of 
the land by a Film crew, who will reinstate the condition of the  land :- it was unfortunate that it 
coincided with a period of such heavy rain.  New Trustees are being sought and  the Trust Building 
is to undergo some clearance. The asbestos has now been removed professionally from the snooker 
club. 

iii. IMAGE:  Councillor Bailey outlined a report from IMAGE  on recent activity, including the success of 
the Scarecrow Trail. This was echoed by Councillors. A Christmas Quiz will appear in the next edition 
of Essentials. 

iv. Maes Y Pant: Councillor Edwards outlined a report from Maes Y Pant and highlighted in particular 
the ‘Trees for Kids’ event on November the 9th. Community Councillors are formally invited to attend 
.  The Green Flag award has been received for a fourth successive year. 

v. Community Speedwatch: Councillor Edwards advised there had not been any activity for a while,  
and that a minimum of three people are needed, and so it needs to be revived as a project with more 
volunteers.  

vi. Gresford Library: Councillor Bailey presented  a report on behalf of the Library, echoing an item 
that had been circulated to all by Councillor Atkinson, and stated that this was currently being 
considered by the Library Committee because it may well have some effect, particularly on  the 
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computer system currently in use. Councillor Edwards asked if the Council could be informed at a 
later date what those  implications are likely to be for the library. 

vii. Wrexham County Borough Councillors: Councillor Atkinson  had previously circulated a report, in 
particular concerning the impact of the report on library services in the County. The Borough 
Councillor ‘s report was Noted. Councillor  Holmes raised the issue of a tree having been felled on 
Bryn Y Groes. It was AGREED to write to WCBC to enquire the circumstances. Action: Clerk to 
write letter. Councillor Gilmartin had also previously circulated a report concerning  Marford and 
Hoseley ward. The report was Noted. Councillor Harriman highlighted an issue of  a recent exchange 
of e-mails concerning  Marford and suggested a shared database of actions and activity might be a 
way forward and highlighted a system he had seen demonstrated at the recent conference attended.  
He reminded this  could potentially  be taken forward with a review of the website. 

537. TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (AS AMENDED):  

i. P/2019/0710: Two storey side extension and single storey rear extension:-8 Woodlands Road, 
Marford, Wrexham. There were no objections raised 

ii. P/2019/0727: First floor extension to bungalow to include relocating kitchen, lounge and dining 
areas and providing additional roof terrace: Chantry Meade, Pistyll Hill, Marford, Wrexham. 
There were no objections raised. 

iii. P/2019/0720:- Application for works to beech tree( T3) Tree subject to Tree Preservation Order 
WCBC No. 7-Trim to retain/ constrain dimensions and to stop encroachment onto neighbouring 
property-2M crown reduction, removing no branches larger than 70mm to BS3998:2010. 
Kingsley Pant Lane Gresford , Wrexham. There were no objections raised providing the 
recommendations of the Arboricultural Officer are followed.  

iv. P/2019/0750: Front Porch Extension: Longeaves, Pont Y Capel Lane, Gresford, Wrexham. 
There were no comments made and a  Full Council Declaration of interest was made, since the 
householder is an employee of the Council.  

538. FINANCE:   

i. The following items of expenditure for the month of October 2019 were presented and APPROVED. 

The Clerk explained that a direct debit will need to be set up with SALIX in order for the money to be 

able to be released. This was discussed and Approved for action, and the monthly figure must be 

reported to  Council when known. Action: Clerk. 

 

Date Payment To Reason Amount 

3.10.19 M. Jones NJC Salary  

3.10.19 S. Baxter NJC Salary  

3.10.19 HMRC Monthly amount due  

3.10.19 NJW Grounds 
Maintenance 

Grass Cutting contract payment 1176.00 

3.10.19 Steve Pugh Grave digging services. 580.00 

3.10.19 Scottish Power Supply to footway lighting 868.55 

3.10.19 Gresford Methodist 
Church 

Hire of rooms 203.00 

3.10.19 Wrexham County 
Borough Council 

Printing costs 161.62 

    

ii. Report on satisfactory outcome of External Audit to year end   31st March 2019: The Clerk 
advised that the Conclusion of the Audit had been received from the  External Auditors Grant 
Thornton and no issues or qualifications had been raised. The Clerk was congratulated by 
Councillor Edwards for her work on the Audit.  

539. AT REQUEST OF COUNCILLOR J. HOBBLEY: TO CONSIDER THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A 
YOUTH CYCLING SCHEME: Councillor Hobbley introduced the idea of a Youth Cycling scheme to 
be set  up in the village, to promote zero carbon transport. It was  advised that both the primary 
schools already  operate cycling lessons by qualified instructors, and that there is a cycling club. More 
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information would be required on who would be  proposed to undertake the lessons and how it might 
operate. 

540. AT REQUEST OF COUNCILLORS J. HOBBLEY AND B. BLACKMORE  :  TO DISCUSS  
RESIDENTS’ CONCERNS ABOUT  THE DEGREE OF LUMINESCENCE OF NEW SHOP SIGNAGE 
AT VILLAGE SHOPS.: Councillor B. Blackmore outlined the complaints that had been received from 
residents and  this was echoed by other Councillors. It was confirmed that the signs do not have 
lighting as was suggested.  Councillor Atkinsons’ advice, that  there is nothing in Planning Law that 
has  been contravened, was noted. It was RESOLVED to write to the shop owner and to his landlord. 
Action: Clerk. 

541. FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF MATTER RAISED ON 1ST AUGUST 2019 CONCERNING 
ORDERING OF WORKS AND INVOICES RECEIVED FOR WORK TO ALLINGTON PARK.   The Chair 
reported that a further report had been received, from Councillor Atherton concerning the outstanding 
matter.  Therefore it was his intention to  discuss the report with the Chair of Finance Committee and to 
advise the Council in due course. This was Noted. 

542. MEMBER’S URGENT ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

i.  All Saints Church Christmas Tree Festival:  Councillor Holmes advised the meeting that  there is an 
opportunity for the Council to sponsor a tree at this year’s Christmas Tree festival. The cost is £30. This 
was AGREED.   

543. CORRESPONDENCE: Items of Correspondence were tabled in a report from the Clerk, as received by 
the Council for the month  of  September 2019 and these were NOTED.  

544. DATE, VENUE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING.  The next meeting of the Council will be held on the 7th 

November 2019 at 7.15p.m. at the Gresford Trust Memorial  Hall. 

 

COUNCILLOR A. Bailey. 

CHAIR .....................................................         Date................................................ 

 

 

 


