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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL (HELD REMOTELYi)   1st 
October   2020 

Members Present: 

Councillors A. Bailey,  M. J. Edwards,    M. Harriman,   J. Hobbley, K. Hobbley  , J Holmes, J. Dutton,   A. Merry, 
J. Jones,   M. Wilde , A. Atkinson B. Blackmore , W. O’Grady 

Chair: Councillor J. Dutton. 

Clerk: Serena Baxter. 

Apologies given and accepted:  None 

Absent: J. Blackmore  

In attendance: PCSO S. Lawrence ( part),  Ruth Thompson ( part)   

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

736. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE : Apologies were given and accepted. 

737. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Members were reminded that they should declare the existence 
and nature of any personal and or prejudicial interest on the form provided for this purpose for any item 
under discussion.  Councillor Bailey declared an interest in item 10/ii concerning the library as a Trustee, 
and Councillor Holmes declared an interest concerning  the Planning item regarding the Gresford  Trust. 

738. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  There were no members of the public present. 

739.  CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD  3rd September   2020: The 
Minutes of the Council meetings held on the  3rd September  2020 were APPROVED as an accurate 

record. 

740. MATTERS ARISING AND UPDATES FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES: There were no Matters arising 
from the Actions tabled.  

741. CRIME FIGURE REPORT AND POLICING MATTERS: PCSO Lawrence gave an overview and 
statistics of recent crime in the area during September 2020, which  included incidents of anti-social 
behaviour, fraud and burglary.  PCSO Lawrence was thanked for her report and  left the meeting. 

742. COMMUNITY AGENT’S REPORT :   Ruth Thompson attended and presented her report. An update 
was given on discussions about a men’s shed initiative, coffee morning and  ladies shed. Problems 
contacting the surgery for appointments and Flu vaccinations were highlighted. Councillor Bailey 
proposed to bring forward item 8 /iv concerning Gresford Health Centre to enable the Community Agent 
to be present for this discussion. 

743. ONGOING MATTERS:  

i. Gresford Health centre: Concerns  raised by residents were expressed and a discussion took place. 
Difficulties had been experienced by many residents getting through to Alyn Family Doctors for 
appointments. It was suggested that all such issues be logged. An additional concern was that  
residents who are unable to get through to book an appointment for a flu jab may give up. Also raised 
was the concern that  residents having to travel to Llay by public transport for their vaccination may 
be  at potential risk. It was AGREED that a letter be written to Alyn Family doctors to express the 
concerns about the telephone system and about the  lack of a dedicated Vaccination clinic in the 
village. The letter is to be copied  to the AM, MP and the Community Health Council and BCU Health 
Board. Action: Clerk with Chair. 

ii. Clappers Lane flooding: -   It was noted that there had  been no progress on this issue since the last 
meeting. The Chair confirmed that All Saints School children are now using this route as a safer 
route to school’s initiative, and the headmaster is aware of the flooding issue. It might be possible to 
ask Education to take this up with Highways.  Councillor Atkinson explained the difficulty with WCBC 
and budgetary pressures.  The Clerk explained the Council’s position, the outcome of previous 
meetings and the advice that had  been received concerning the fact that it  is Highways matter, and 
this was echoed by Councillor Harriman. After discussion it was AGREED to involve the press in 
future when the road is flooded. 

iii. High Street, Gresford:  -  There was no further update on High Street.  

iv. Marford Play Area:  -   There was no further update since the previous meeting. It is anticipated that 
the report to Executive Board will be in December. Councillor Blackmore reported that the hedges 
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have been cut back. A further letter has been written highlighting the advice given by WCBC’s Tree 
officer and asking for a  copy of their most recent survey. 

744. COVID-19 – ANY ISSUES ARISING OR REQUESTS FOR SUPPORT RECEIVED :  There were 
no particular issues arising. It was noted that the figure for Wrexham is now high and the new restrictions   
are in place.  Councillor Blackmore raised an issue of elderly grandparents being at potential risk from  
mud over the pavement from  the school gate at Rofft School.  Councillor Edwards will take this up 
through the  Governors meeting.   

745. FINANCE COMMITTEE 

i. The Minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on the  23rd September 2020                                                

were noted.  Councillor Edwards advised on the  four signatories that had been put forward for the  

new Saver account, as this was an infrequently used account. These were AGREED. 

ii. Councillor Edwards took members through the Financial report for Quarter 2 and this was Accepted. 

iii. A recommendation had been put forward by Finance Committee to reflect  the payments made each 

year to Gresford and District library in the budget as a regular item of expenditure. Councillors  Bailey 

and Jones declared an interest and took no part in the discussion. Advice had been obtained from 

One Voice Wales, and this was considered. It was RESOLVED that  the recommendation of Finance 

Committee  ,following the advice received, be implemented, and that in the forthcoming budget to 

be set ,a separate line will reflect payments to Gresford and District library, and that this shall form 

part of the overall  S 137 (Power of Wellbeing) expenditure,  and shall be marked as such.  The 

payment is to reflect the support that needs to be given to the Community Library, as a vital 

Community hub, to enable it to continue with its work.  

iv.  Councillor Edwards explained the background to the draft  Sickness Absence  policy, which 

Committee had recommended for  adoption. After discussion it was moved that the draft policy be 

APPROVED for adoption and  it was RESOLVED to adopt the policy.   

746. GENERAL AMENITIES COMMITTEE: 

i. The Minutes of the General Amenities Committee meeting held on the 28th September  2020 were 

Noted. Councillor Bailey advised on  the lake clear up that had recently taken place. A list of those 

taking part had been kept to comply with COVID  requirements.  The Council thanked Marion 

Williams for organising the event.  

ii. Councillor Holmes advised on the  request made to assist with the refurbishment of the War Memorial 

situated in the Church porch. The Clerk had obtained advice from One Voice Wales as to whether 

the Council could assist given the legislation in place concerning Church of Wales property. The 

advice given was that this could take place as the memorial belonged to the village.  It was AGREED 

that costs shall be obtained by the Clerk in conjunction with the Verger, as specialist stone masons 

are required, and these  will be brought back to a future meeting for consideration.  

iii. Councillor Holmes advised on the outcome of a meeting that had taken place with a representative 

of a Christmas lighting company and options had been looked at. The costs of   putting up and 

removal of lights, having the lighting columns adapted, hire or  purchase and future storage costs 

had been obtained and  considered. A discussion ensued and  included consideration of ideas from 

the community, possible contribution or thoughts from local businesses, possible eco-friendly   

alternatives, and the current economic climate. After discussion it was AGREED that the costs are 

prohibitive at the current time , and the matter will be looked at in the New Year by the Amenities 

Committee and properly costed for consideration for the following year.  

iv. The costs of ordering a tree for the village  of £300 were APPROVED 

v. The costs of  a Remembrance wreath  of £30 was APPROVED. It was further AGREED not to order 

any further lamp post poppies this year. A discussion took place about how these could be put up. 

Councillors Holmes , Blackmore and Bailey will organise for volunteers. The cost of £430 from the 

lighting company to erect them was rejected. It was noted that in the current circumstances the 

organisation  of  the usual parade was  uncertain , and the Clerk had made an offer of help to the 

Legion on behalf of the Community Council.  

747. FINANCE:  The following  items of expenditure for October  2020 were APPROVED for payment.  

 

 

Date Payment To Reason Amount 



 

190 

EXPENDITURE    

1.10.20 M. Jones NJC Salary  

1.10.20 R. Thompson NJC Salary and reimbursements  

1.10.20 S. Baxter NJC Salary and reimbursements  

1.10.20 Clwyd Pension fund Monthly   Employer and Employee contributions  

1.10.20 HMRC Monthly amount employee tax and  NI  

1.10.20 NJW Grounds Maintenance. Grass cutting contract   1800.00 

1.10.20 Alan's Skip Hire Re: Gresford lake clear up 468.00 

1.10.20 SLCC Online conference training tools 30.00 

1.10.20 Hafren Dyfrdwy Water supply to Cemetery 40.44 

1.10.20 Steve Pugh Grave digging services 910.00 

1.10.20 BT Monthly contract CCTV 55.20 

1.10.20 Vodafone Monthly contract three phones Employees 35.03 

i. Consideration and approval of NALC National salary awards 2020-21: The Clerk advised of the  most 
recent uplift in  Salary under the NALC scheme for the Clerk and Cemetery Assistant’s pay, and this 

was APPROVED. 

748. APPLICATIONS RECEIVED UNDER THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (AS 
AMENDED):  

i. P/2020/0516: Gas Governor regulator kiosk and telemetery kiosk with 2.4m high steel fencing  
around perimeter: - Recreational ground, off High Street, Gresford. The Council had no objection to 
make but wished to raise the concern that  the proposed erection is very close to the  Texaco filling 
station and  it is to be expected that a proper safety assessment with this in mind will have been 
undertaken. 

ii. P/2020/0231 and P/2020/0323 The Pikey: The Clerk had forwarded further proposals and 
amendments in relation to this planning application. There was no objection or comment to make in 
relation to the proposal.  

749. MEMBER’S URGENT ANNOUNCEMENTS:   Councillor Jones suggested that a lot of work is done,  
and the Council should publicise it The Clerk confirmed that a regular Newsletter is prepared and a 
quarterly article  in Essentials. Councillor Bailey reminded of the online meeting of the Town and 
Community Council forum . Councillor Bailey advised that IMAGE members had raised the idea of 
reviewing the buildings that are listed to see if others need to be included. Councillor Jones raised the 
article that had been sent out for online courses offered by One Voice Wales. It was decided that  the 
free places need to be taken up. Councillor Harriman and Councillor Blackmore raised the issue of cars 
speeding at the Zebra crossing at Marford. Councillor Edwards advised anyone who wished to  be 
involved in the  community speed gun to get in touch. Councillor Atkinson suggested that rather than 
have one test done here and there, to have five or six carried out  at once. Councillor Holmes asked if 
the upgrading of the traffic lights by the Plough could be chased by the Borough Councillor. Councillor 
Dutton raised the  consultation on improvement work on the A 483 and asked if the Borough Councillor 
could obtain a clearer plan and send it out.  

750. CORRESPONDENCE: Items of Correspondence were tabled in a report from the Clerk, as received by 
the Council for the months  of  September 2020 and these were NOTED.    

751. DATE, VENUE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING.  The next meeting will be held on the 5th November 

2020 and will be held remotely. 

COUNCILLOR J. Dutton 

 

CHAIR ....................................................         DATE................................................ 

i)This meeting took place remotely, using ‘Go To’ Meetings software, under The Local 

Authorities(Coronavirus)(Meetings)(Wales) Regulations 2020. which make provision for meetings to take 

place remotely. 
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