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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL (HELD REMOTELYi) on   5th 
November   2020. 

Members Present: 

Councillors  A. Bailey,  M. J. Edwards,    M. Harriman,   J. Hobbley,  K. Hobbley  , J Holmes, J. Dutton,   J. 
Jones,   M. Wilde (part) , A. Atkinson,  W. O’Grady 

Chair: Councillor J. Dutton. 

Clerk: Serena Baxter. 

Apologies given and accepted:   J. Blackmore, A. Merry, B. Blackmore 

In attendance: PCSO S. Lawrence ( part),  Ruth Thompson ( part)  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

752. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE : Apologies were given and accepted. Members were reminded 
about the  need to mute microphones when not speaking as courtesy to others. 

753. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Members were reminded that they should declare the existence 
and nature of any personal and or prejudicial interest on the form provided for this purpose for any item 
under discussion.  Councillor Bailey and Councillor Edwards  declared an interest in item 13 ,a Planning 
item concerning Pant Cottage, as  directors of Maes y Pant.    

754. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  There were no members of the public present. 

755.  CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD  1st October   2020: The Minutes 

of the Council meetings held on the  1st October  2020 were APPROVED as an accurate record. 

756. MATTERS ARISING AND UPDATES FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES:  The Clerk advised that the 
site meeting for High Street has been held up due to the absence of the Council Officer involved. 

757. CRIME FIGURE REPORT AND POLICING MATTERS:  There were no matters reported on or raised 
in regard to Crime.  The Clerk advised of the date of the  Rural Quarterly meeting  and it was Agreed 
that Councillor Holmes will attend the meeting o the 19th November.   

758. COMMUNITY AGENT’S REPORT :   Ruth Thompson attended and presented her report with updates 
on the walking football and Men’s shed’s initiatives.  The current  firebreak  and household restrictions 
were restricting to home visits and social initiatives. Councillors complimented on the report and the 
work done so far. Mrs Thompson left the meeting. 

759. ONGOING MATTERS:  

i. Clappers Lane flooding: -   It was noted that the Trust has still not received any response to their 
communications with WCBC  following the meeting held. Councillor Holmes is to chase this 
response. It was  agreed to keep this item on the Agenda  to monitor the situation over the winter 
months. 

ii. High Street, Gresford:  -  The Clerk advised that she is still looking to set up a site meeting with Mr 
D. Green of WCBC.  

iii. Marford Play Area:  -   There was no further update since the previous meeting. Action: Clerk will 
continue to chase to see when the matter is to be discussed by Executive Board. 

iv. Gresford Health Centre:- A discussion took place following the circulation of the letter received from 
Alyn Family Doctors, in response to the letter sent  to them after the previous meeting, concerning 
the lack of a flu  vaccine clinic in the village and telephony issues. The discussion highlighted the 
tone of the letter, and the fact that the  practice have done a good job in the face of the challenges 
of COVID, but seem to have missed the point being made, which was not to criticise them but to 
point out the concern about those patients who may not be able to get the flu jab. The issue of 
outstanding directional signage to the clinic  at Llay was also raised. It was also noted that the Patient 
engagement group has not met since January. To take the matter forward it was AGREED to keep 
a record of people who are raising such issues with individual Councillors, and to write a further letter 
to Alyn Family Doctors. with the comment that if prescriptions are to be collected from ‘the surgery’ 
the practice should specify which surgery. Action: Clerk to draft letter in response.  

760. COVID-19 – ANY ISSUES ARISING OR REQUESTS FOR SUPPORT RECEIVED :  There were 
no issues arising.  
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761. FINANCE:  The following items of expenditure for November 2020 were APPROVED for payment.  

Date Payment To Reason Amount 

EXPENDITURE    

5.11.20 M. Jones NJC Salary  

5.11.20 R. Thompson NJC Salary and reimbursements  

5.11.20 S. Baxter NJC Salary and reimbursements  

5.11.20 HMRC Monthly   Employer and Employee contributions  

5.11.20 Clwyd Pension Fund Monthly amount employee tax and  NI  

5.11.20 Steve Pugh Grass cutting contract   1105.00 

5.11.20 Viking  PPE Items ( Community Agent) 95.92 

5.11.20 MEGA Electrical Invoice for quarterly Maintenance work footway 
lighting, plus replacement column work 

10084.06 

5.11.20 BpD Purchase of signage for Allington Park Play area 96.00 

5.11.20 Peoplesafe Quarterly Bill for employees  tracking ( H&S)  48.60 

5.11.20 Community Heartbeat Trust Replacement  pads for defibrillator 104.40 

5.11.20 NJW Grounds Maintenance Grave digging services 864.00 

18.11.20 BT Monthly contract CCTV 55.20 

4.11.20  Vodafone Monthly contract three phones Employees 35.03 

i. The Clerk advised the meeting of the report received from the  External Auditor. After 
discussion it was agreed to note that  a date had been put on the form in error ,which was the  
date of signature of the form and not the date of the meeting, this being due to remote meetings 
taking place due to COVID- the form would normally have been signed prior to and at the 
meeting, and this  simple mistake had led to the  external auditor granting a qualified Audit. All 
other matters pertaining to the Audit had been  passed as satisfactory. The Clerk  was thanked 
for her diligence in preparing accounts for audit. Councillor Wilde left the meeting. 

ii. A discission took place about arrangements regarding setting the precept for 2021-2022, 
following advice from the SLCC conference. It was AGREED that the Finance Committee 
shall continue as planned  at its next meeting, concerning the setting of the precept for the 
forthcoming year, and this shall be reported to the Council at the December meeting as 
scheduled. However the final decision on the setting of the precept will be taken at the 
January meeting of the Council, to allow for all variables to be accounted for that might arise 
as a result of the economic situation following COVID. 

iii. The Clerk reported on the recent  meeting that had taken place of the Gresford Allotment and 
Recreational Charitable Trust formed of ten Councillors, in respect of the purchase  to take 
place of the Allotment land. The Clerk advised of the next stages concerning the submission 
of the application of related documents to the Charity Commission, and correspondence to 
be sent to the University of Wales.  This was noted.  

762. GENERAL AMENITIES COMMITTEE: 

i. Approval was requested in retrospect  for expenditure of £220 for the removal of the  dead Red Oak 

at Allington Park, as additional costs to the Tree work previously approved, and which has now been 

completed.  Approval was granted.  

ii. Approval was requested for the  expenditure of  £7285.50, to replace the goal posts at Marford Play 

area and to undertake ground works to repair and reseed and provide matting. Approval was 

granted. 

763. COUNCIL’S SOCIAL MEDIA POLICY: This item had been introduced by Councillor Harriman. The 
Chair explained that in response to recent  inaccurate posts by Councillors the Clerk had  with Chair’s 
approval, set up an account  onto the Gresford and Marford Village Facebook page to make some 
corrective and advisory posts. The Chair referred to the advisory note issued on a previous occasion 
by the Clerk concerning Councillors and Social Media posts.  Councillor Atkinson echoed the Chair in 
saying that Councillors need to beware of making posts as a Councillor and need to make the 
distinction with expressing personal views.  A discussion followed, which covered whether the Council 
wished to set up its own facebook page, or to utilise existing pages,  
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and who was to make those posts.  After discussion , it was AGREED that  posts made currently on 

existing Facebook pages on behalf of the Council, should be made by the Clerk, and that this can be 

in conjunction with a Councillor.  These should take the form of the same information that is placed 

on the Council’s website, concerning Community Advice and  the work and achievements of the 

Council, as Community Engagement.  It was also suggested and  AGREED that  Councillors, if they 

see any queries raised by  individuals on social media , should not  respond themselves, but should 

alert the Clerk to an issue that requires a  response from the  Community Council. Work is to  be 

carried out to look at setting up a council Facebook page, and this is to be reported back to a future 

meeting.  

764. APPLICATIONS RECEIVED UNDER THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (AS 
AMENDED):  

i. P/2020/0617: Detached Residential Annex- Tree Tops, Pikey Lane, Gresford, Wrexham  . 
Councillor Dutton declared an interest as she had had a discussion recently with the  owner. No 
objection raised, but request for a planning covenant that provides that the  dwelling should 
remain as a residential building and should not be sold on in future separately from the main 
property. 

ii. P/2020/0607: Single Storey side extension- Willow Lodge, Village Walks, Marford, Wrexham- A 
concern was raised that from  the  Rossett direction, the view in open countryside should be 
considered and should not be unsightly.  Landscaping to ameliorate this may be required.  

iii. P/2020/0594: Front Porch Extension- 9 Sandrock Road, Marford, Wrexham- No objections 
raised. 

iv. P/2020/0631: Erection of block shed with pitched roof (in retrospect) - 2 Grosvenor View, Pant 
Lane, Gresford, Wrexham- No objections raised. 

v. P/2020/0670: Construction of outside classroom- Homestead Nursery, Old Wrexham Road, 
Gresford , Wrexham.- No objections raised. 

vi. P/2020/0654: Two storey side extension, Pant Cottage, Pant Lane , Gresford, Wrexham-  
Councillors Bailey and Edwards declared an interest. No objections raised. 

vii. P/2020/0692- Single storey rear extension 47 Narrow Lane, Gresford, Wrexham-  Concerns 
were raised about the fact that the proposal would mean the loss of the majority of the garden, 
and consequent loss of amenity and possible effect/encroachment on the light of the 
neighbouring properties. Otherwise no objections raised. 

765. MEMBER’S URGENT ANNOUNCEMENTS:    Councillor J. Hobbley raised an issue about the  
cost of skips and asked that this be investigated prior to the budget being set for the forthcoming 
year. Councillor Dutton raised  the matter of the   Christmas tree event at All Saints Church. In the 
past the Council has sponsored a tree for this fundraising event  at a cost of £30 and has used 
this to promote the work of the council. This year the event is to be held outside and Members  
wondered how or whether this could be achieved.  After discussion and a vote on the matter,  it 
was AGREED to continue to sponsor a tree at a cost of £30  and suggestions made as to how this 
could be decorated. Councillor Bailey reminded of the village tree which would be arriving before 
the next council meeting and that all Councillor volunteers will be welcomed to help decorate it. 

766. CORRESPONDENCE: Items of Correspondence were tabled in a report from the Clerk, as received by 

the Council for the month   of  October 2020 and this was  NOTED.    Items concerning the  Boundary 
commission review report  and the Strategic Development Plans consultation were commented 
upon. 

767. DATE, VENUE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING.  The next meeting will be held on the 3rd December 

2020 and will be held remotely. 

COUNCILLOR J. Dutton 

 

CHAIR ....................................................         DATE................................................ 

i)This meeting took place remotely, using ‘Go To’ Meetings software, under The Local 

Authorities(Coronavirus)(Meetings)(Wales) Regulations 2020. which make provision for meetings to take 

place remotely. 
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