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GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

GENERAL AMENITIES COMMITTEE (HELD REMOTELYi)   

Meeting held 20th April 2021. 

Present: Councillors A. Bailey, J Holmes, B. Blackmore, J. Dutton,  

Chair: Councillor J. Holmes.  

Clerk: S. Baxter 

Apologies: Councillor J. Blackmore 

This meeting took place remotely, using ‘Go To’ Meetings software, under The Local Authorities 

(Coronavirus)(Meetings)(Wales) Regulations 2020. which make provision for meetings to take place 

remotely. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

1. Apologies: Apologies were given and accepted.   

2. Councillors were reminded of the need to declare an interest in any matters under discussion. 

3. Public Participation.  There were no members of the public present. 

4. The Minutes of the previous Meeting held on the 3rd of February 2021 were agreed as a true 
record.   

5. Marford Play Area:  The Clerk gave an update regarding the lease.  WCBC have sent draft terms, 
and these were discussed, and a query raised about the break clause. Councillor Holmes raised an 
issue as to why they would need to be informed of what the Council intended to do, if it has a lease 
in place. The Clerk will enquire and report back.  There needs to be a site meeting to go through what 
things would need to be put right before signature, these being the gate and fence, the tree survey 
and the hedging.  The Clerk advised of progress in appointing a solicitor to look over the lease and 
confirmed the request has been made about what costs WCBC might have incurred over a twelve 
month period. Regarding the goal posts it was stated that all are satisfied with the work carried out 
and that this should be flagged in Essentials, and to include a request that people do not climb the 
netting. 

6. Allington Park:   Councillor Holmes introduced a report on types, styles and costs of different 
benches, and these were discussed. It was noted that Mr Finchett had kindly bequeathed an amount 
and this could pay for two benches, one in Marford and one in Gresford and these would have 
engraved plaques.  A picnic table was considered for Marford play area.  It was thought that the 
Community Agent’s walking group could use the teen shelter to sit in and have a chat, rather than a 
picnic table. Councillor Dutton mentioned the idea of table tennis/ games table.  Consideration was 
given to installing a bench on the Chester Road, just by the hedge of Marford Play area. Highways 
would need to grant permission.  It was noted that current benches are metal and wood, and it was 
thought that any metal benches provided must be galvanised and these would probably need less 
maintenance. It was determined to recommend to Council that benches are installed as follows: 3 on 
Allington Park, 1 on Chester Road and a picnic bench for Marford.                                                                                    
Tree replanting was considered, and a site visit planned with Jon Brewin. The Revised grass cutting 
contract prices for 2021-22 were considered and agreed. The contract having been extended this 
year due to the pandemic.  Councillor Holmes explained that approval has been granted for the 
resurfacing of the path onto Allington Park from the Chester Road and it is proposed to ask the 
contractor to give a further price for improving the path further along. This was agreed. Councillor 
Holmes also mentioned work to be carried out to the gates at Allington Park, one being where the 
staggered   gates have dropped, due to children climbing on them, and rubber to be replaced on the 
small gate onto High Street. The price quoted is £100 for these repairs. 

7. Bench by Marford Noticeboard:  It was Agreed that the bin needs to be moved around the corner 
from the bench. It needs a new catch.  The Clerk will speak to WCBC. Councillor Bailey advised that 
IMAGE are looking to relocate the planters as they are nit getting sufficient water. A discussion took 
place about the overhanging hedge and how to get it cut back. The Clerk will enquire with Highways. 
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8. Purchase of Roadside ‘Tommies’ : The Clerk advised she had ordered two from the British 
legion and cost with postage was £375.00 Councillor Dutton is in discussion with the landowner 
near to the bottom of Marford Hill about locating one on his grass verge, as an entry point into 
Marford as had been suggested at the Council meeting. It was determined that the grass verge on 
the way into Gresford( Wrexham end)  would not be suitable due to machinery hedge cutting. It was 
suggested that meetings on site could take place.  

9. Gresford Lake-   A discussion took place about the algae that has arisen on the lake. The Clerk 
confirmed she has ordered some barley straw items with Chair’s approval in an effort to alleviate 
this, at the request of Miss Williams.  Miss Williams had also advised that lakeside resident shave 
been in touch with Natural Resources Wales, for their advice in moving some of the fish later in the 
year. Skips are due to be ordered for the lake clear up in July, this will be considered again at the 
July meeting of the Committee, in case anything else is required. Councillor Bailey advised on a 
matter concerning the shredder.  

10. Christmas Lighting.   The Committee confirmed that they had considered the matter of Christmas 
lighting for the village as requested by the Council, and it had been decided that it would be too 
expensive and too impractical to purchase lights for the lighting columns in the village, as these are 
spaced too far apart and not in the right configuration to provide an effective display.  It had ben 
suggested that trees in the village could be looked at for lighting display- perhaps by the Chapel or 
elsewhere in Marford. It was decided to look into a large planter plus a tree., possibly a living one, 
which could be decorated with battery powered lights on a timer. 

11. Possible Village Celebrations:   Discussion took place about the communication concerning the 
proposed NHS, Social Care and frontline worker day on 5th July 2021. The guidance received had 
suggested that bells could be rung, and a flag could be flown. A discussion took place about where 
this could be situated and the involvement of the schools in designing a flag. 

12. War Memorial:  The Chair advised on quotations being obtained by the Church Warden. 

13. Community Agent: The Clerk advised concerning costs that she had put together for the end 
of year review for WCBC and Welsh government, and these will need to be presented to the 
Finance Committee also. There was a slight overspend from the £10,400 that had been supplied 
by WCBC and therefore no room apparently for an uplift from that this year, although the Clerk 
has raised the question with WCBC. Councillor Dutton suggested grants money that could be 
applied for by the Community Agent in order to fund any initiatives It was decided that a formal 
letter should be written to WCBC on behalf of the Community Council on this point with the 
involvement of the Chair of Finance Committee, expressing concern about  no uplift in the funding 
this year. 

14. Community ‘Spotlight’ Scheme: This was restated as having been put in place but had not been 
widely advertised and had come to the fore due to other local requests to nominate ‘Community 
Heroes’ during the pandemic.  It was suggested to highlight this at the next Community council 
meeting for discussion and review.  

15. Other matters raised: There were no further matters raised.  

16. Date of next meeting: The next meeting of the Committee will be on July 7th  2021. Meeting 
arrangements to be confirmed.    

 
i *( LOCAL AUTHORITIES (Coronavirus)(Meetings)(Wales) REGULATIONS 2020) 


