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GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

GENERAL AMENITIES COMMITTEE (HELD REMOTELYi)   

Meeting held  20th July  2020 

Present: Councillors A. Bailey, J Holmes, B. Blackmore, J. Dutton 

Chair: Councillor J. Holmes.  

Clerk: S. Baxter 

Apologies: A. Atkinson, J. Blackmore  

Also in attendance: Councillor W. O’Grady , Councillor J. Hobbley ( part)  

This meeting took place remotely, using ‘Go To’ Meetings software, under The Local 

Authorities(Coronavirus)(Meetings)(Wales) Regulations 2020. which make provision for meetings to 

take place remotely. 

 

Matters discussed. 

1. Apologies: Apologies were given and accepted.  

2. Councillors were reminded of the need to declare an interest in any matters under discussion. 

3. Public Participation.  There were no members of the public present. 

4. Request to outline proposals for Remembrance: Councillor Hobbley attended to express his 
view that perhaps the Community Council could do more this year in terms of Remembrance. After 
discussion it was confirmed that the Council already attends and takes part in the Remembrance 
parade that is organised by the British Legion and pays for and puts up the poppies on lampposts at 
the beginning of October. Councillor Hobbley reminded that there were two significant anniversaries 
this year. Councillor B. Blackmore stated she has a book in preparation, but it has been delayed due 
to COVID -19 and VE day celebrations were cancelled. It was AGREED to revisit this in September 
to see if the landscape has changed with regard to COVID-19 restrictions, as at the current time it is 
very difficult to plan ahead. It was AGREED to write to the British legion to ask if they had any plans 
that required Council’s assistance and also to look at providing online support to an online version of 
the book prepared by Councillor Blackmore. 

5. The Minutes of the previous Meeting held on the 28th January 2020 were agreed as a true record. 
It was noted that the meeting to have been held in April was cancelled. 

6. Annual Play Inspection reports:    The Clerk advised that the new Annual Playground Inspection 
reports which had been circulated did not contain anything that was higher than a low risk finding. 
The reference to the  traveller brakes not working on the aerial runway had been checked  via R. 
Parry and WCBC and had been found to have been seizure due to no use and had been treated and 
inspected as safe.  A discussion took place about the Playgrounds re-opening. 

7. Marford Play Area:  The Clerk advised this is still with WCBC and she has enquired but not received 
a reply as to what stage they are up to. Councillor Gilmartin has also been kept informed. A discussion 
took place about the benches and the trees, and the Clerk will continue to try to make a meeting with 
the Arboricultural officer of WCBC. Action: Clerk to write to the Tree Officer and Paula Parry. 
Regarding the seats by the hedges, the Clerk will obtain costings as to moving them forward from 
their present position.  However, the comment was made that the hedge really needs cutting back 
severely.  Goal posts; Three quotes had been obtained regarding the goal posts and their 
replacement. After discussion it was agreed to go back to each company to firm up the quotations to 
include 2 Goal ends, 2 netball hoops, and removal of existing goal posts and levelling of ground. 

8. Allington Park:   i) Dog Fouling and Dog Walking:  A discussion took place about how much of a 
problem this is at Allington Park.  There have been instances of people seen walking their dogs over 
the football pitch and this has been more pronounced over the lockdown period. There are signs 
threatening of enforcement action. To be highlighted and monitored.  ii) Footpath:  Quotations had 
been received for improving and levelling the loose stone path in the far corner by the Garage.  The 
Clerk had been able to obtain two quotes which were considered and it was AGREED to go with 
£350, providing proof of public liability insurance is seen. iii) Request for bench in the shade: This 
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issue was considered, and it was thought to be difficult to find an alternative location, but more 
information would be requested from Councillor Hobbley. 

9. Request from residents for dog fouling bins:  The request was considered along with suggested 
locations.  It was agreed that costings would be obtained, and an enquiry made with WCBC that they 
would install and empty additional bins.  Two bins on Allington Park need replacing, plus a new bin 
at the top of Vicarage Lane and another halfway down. Action: Clerk 

10. Bench by Marford Noticeboard: A quote had been received for the raising of the bench at a cost 
of £450. The Clerk had tried to obtain a further quote. To attempt to obtain further quotes, otherwise 
the job could go ahead at a cost of no more than £450. 

11. Tree Work required and quotations received.:  Three quotes had been obtained prior to 
lockdown for work to be carried out as recommended from the Tree survey. The Clerk and The Chair 
took the meeting through the quotes, explaining issues. After discussion it was AGREED that the 
quotation received for £860 would go ahead for Allington Park, and the Cemetery Committee would 
consider the quotes received for the Cemetery. 

12. Gresford Lake- Lake tidy up: Councillors Holmes and Bailey had discussed the matter with 
Ms Williams. The lake tidy up will go ahead on the 5th and 6th September. A shredder is to be 
arranged. The Clerk will order two large skips as previously. 1 bag of topsoil; is also to be 
ordered. A bale of Barley Straw for the lake is to be requested from a local farmer.  A list will be 
kept of all attendees which will be kept to a limited number this year. Lake risk assessment 
deferred to next meeting. 

13. Request from Councillor B. Blackmore: Councillor Blackmore gave an outline of the Safe 
Walking to School initiative which says that Community Councils can support schools with their 
return in September, by looking at ways to make drop off and pick up times safer. It was AGREED 
to send a letter to the headmasters of Rofft and All Saints, to ask if there is anything the 
Community Council can assist with.  

14. Consideration of Budget for future years: This item was deferred until the next meeting. 

15. Christmas Planning:  A discussion took place about identifying any replacement items and 
consideration about whether something could be achieved for Marford. 

16. Community Agent:  The Clerk gave an update on the work of Ruth Community Agent and 
discussions with WCBC officer about extending the hours for a short period. This was accepted. 
Work now is geared around moving through the lockdown phase, trying to publicise the service widely 
and encourage referrals for more face-to-face work. Ruth achieved a grant to develop some activity 
packs which will need distributing. Some clients may come from this. Councillors are thanked for their 
referrals so far. A discussion took place about how venues are planning re-opening and the 
challenges.  

17. War Memorial:  The Clerk advised a letter had been sent to the Legion. 

18. Remembrance Planning: This item had been covered earlier and will be discussed at the next 
meeting in September. In the meantime, Councillor Holmes will check on the state of the poppies. 

19. Community ‘Spotlight’ Scheme: The Clerk advised   she will do further work on this.  

20. Operation ‘London Bridge’: The Clerk advised she was awaiting further information from WCBC. 
However, the photographs, condolence books and text for the website were all in place. 

21.  Date of next meeting: The next meeting of the Committee is the 28th of September. Meeting 
arrangements to be confirmed.    

 
i *( LOCAL AUTHORITIES (Coronavirus)(Meetings)(Wales) REGULATIONS 2020) 


