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GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

GENERAL AMENITIES COMMITTEE 

 

Meeting held  21st May 2019 

Present: Councillors A. Bailey, S. Atherton, J Holmes, J. Dutton,  

Chair: Councillor J. Holmes.  

Clerk: S. Baxter 

Absent: Councillors A. Atkinson, J. Blackmore  

 

Matters discussed. 

1. Apologies were given to the meeting and these were accepted.  

2. Councillors were reminded of the need to declare an interest  in any matters under discussion 

3. Election of Chair: Councillor J. Holmes was  proposed as Chair. This was Agreed upon and 
Councillor Holmes agreed to undertake the duties of Chair of the Committee. 

4. The Minutes of the Previous Meeting  held on the 12th February 2019 were agreed as a true 
record. 

5. Public Participation.  There were no members of the public present. 

6.  Marford Play area :  The Clerk relayed the most recent response received from WCBC, which 
stated that WCBC were looking into drafting terms of lease for consideration. Concerns were raised 
about the state of the overgrown hedge and this posed a Health and Safety risk. Concerns were also 
raised about the large tree , and the fact the gatepost does not as yet appear to have been addressed, 
despite WCBC assurances that they would  deal with it. Action: Clerk will contact WCBC with 
concerns. 

7. Allington park: It was noted that the gate into the park is swinging too widely. Action: Clerk will 
contact Northalls to see if it can be limited.  Dog Fouling: A discussion took place about  additional 
signs that  need to be put up in the park and possible locations, to remind dog owners of their 
responsibilities. It was noted that the Clerk had been advised by WCBC that as far  as they are 
concerned the signage in the park is adequate ,notifying owners of penalties for dog fouling etc.  
Councillor Atherton had received  quotations for signage which could be put on the railings and 
Councillor Blackmore had submittd a poster designed by the  after-school club at Rofft. Councillor 
Holmes stated the need for a sign by   the garage entrance. Councillor Atherton will  obtain three 
formal quotations   from Signmakers.   Playground Inspections: The Clerk advised that the latest 
ones had not yet been received but would  likely arrive prior to the next meeting of the Committee.  It 
was noted that it had been suggested at Council meeting that it be explored whether other means or 
contractors could carry out the Playground inspections, as currently this is carried out through an 
agreement with WCBC. Action: Clerk to undertake some enquiries in this area. It was noted that 
previously the  condition of the logs had been pointed out:  although not hazardous currently they will 
need removing and replacing at some point. It was noted that there is a balance with safe and risky 
play.  It was Agreed to look at this at the next meeting , once the latest inspections have been 
received.  

8. Tree Survey:  It was reported that quotations had been received from a number of qualified tree 
surveyors, and these along with what the companies were able to provide in the form of a tree survey 
report had  been considered by a panel, comprising the  current and former Chairs of the Council and 
General Amenities Committee. The outcome of this process was reported to the Committee and the 
Committee agreed to make a recommendation to Full Council on the  company be formally appointed 
to carry out the tree survey work. Action: Clerk to put on Agenda. 

9. Agreement with Gresford Athletic Junior Football Club . The current status of the 
agreement was discussed. A meeting had been held with  representative of GAJFC, and Councillors 
Atherton, Holmes and Harriman.  It was agreed that the Clerk should contact  GAJFC with a view to 
arranging a  further meeting to discuss any concerns. A discussion took place about the pitch 
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maintenance , which had been delayed due to the Football club finishing their fixtures on the ground. 
It was agreed that the dates are to be confirmed with  the company and to be publicised on the 
website and ‘next door’. 

10. Community Agent : The Clerk relayed the contents of an e-mail received from WCBC. After 
discussion on the matter it was AGREED to invite the WCBC Commissioning Manager to the next 
meeting of the Committee to discuss the programme and funding. Action: Clerk to arrange. 

11. Grass Cutting Contract: It was noted that the contract is now well underway . The feedback has 
been all positive and the Allington Park areas are looking in good condition. 

12. War memorial: The Clerk relayed the up to date position and suggestion from Councillor 
Blackmore in her absence. It was noted that this is being taken forward by the British legion, due to 
the legislative restriction on the Council leading on this matter. Councillor Atherton suggested a letter 
be written to the Legion explaining this and offering the help of the Community Council. There may 
need to be permissions requested of Highways and  Planning departments, and the owner of the 
road, dependent on the location proposed. Action: Clerk. 

13. Gresford lake: Councillor Bailey gave an update on progress with promoting the healthier feeding 

of the ducks. This was positive and  it was agreed to take the matter off future agendas. The Clerk 
raised the issue of the Lake Risk Assessment being once again required. It was Agreed to ask  
Councillors B. and J. Blackmore to undertake it , as they had carried it out last year. Action: Clerk 
to advise. Councillor Bailey  raised the issue of the  annual lake ‘clear up ‘, arranged by Ms Williams, 
and  believed the date to be the 31st August this  year. The Council will need to order skips as 
previously. Last year the Clerk and Councillor Bailey met with Ms Williams beforehand. This worked 
well. Councillor Bailey will liaise with Ms Williams to make arrangements to meet and will arrange for 
the shredder to be in position at the time of the lake clear up taking place. 

14. Community Awards Scheme : It was noted that this had been published  on  the website, under 
the heading ‘Community Spotlight’ , as a test. It was AGREED that this would remain as the title of 
this project, as it is  about promoting inspirational people within the Community and not about giving 
awards as such. However it was also noted that this had given rise  to a list of matters that needed to 
be resolved before the project can be taken forward. Action: Clerk will liaise with Councillor 
Atkinson, and a list of issues to be resolved to be drawn up for consideration. 

15. Operation ‘London Bridge’: The Clerk explained how this had been brought to her attention 
and suggested that the Council may wish to adopt   the procedures being adopted elsewhere as  
advanced planning and purchasing. Discussion took place on this matter and the items needing to 
be explored and purchased. It was noted that whilst some in the Community may not agree with the 
Royal Family, there would be a large section of the Community who do and who would look to the 
Community Council to  provide a lead in such circumstances.  Councillor Dutton advised that there 
was in existence a memorial stone for the Coronation that had been half buried and that it could do 
with being restored and remounted. It was AGREED that: Councillor Atherton  will  source some 
suitable Photographs of Her Majesty and other members of the Royal family. The Clerk will 
source some suitably sized frames . Councillor Holmes  will contact the Churches to see if 
they can provide the locations  for condolences and book signing.  The Clerk will speak to 
WCBC to find out what electronic support they can provide with a link for the website, and 
electronic condolences, and will explore prices and types of condolence books. To  draw up 
a plan.  

16. Review of projects pending allocation:  

i. Football Posts at Allington Park:  It was AGREED that following comments made  on the 
drawbacks of providing goal posts, that his matter would be  withdrawn. 

ii. Mobile Speed signage: The Clerk advised  on this matter as previously . It was AGREED to 
write to Councillor Atkinson for an update on the matter. 

iii. Councillor Bailey raised an issue concerning the watering of the tubs in the village provided 
by  IMAGE and  asked for this to be put on the next Agenda: Action : Clerk. 

17. Date of next Meeting ;The next meeting of the Committee will be the 23rd July 2019  at 6.30pm 
at the Methodist Church Hall Vestry room. 


