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GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

GENERAL AMENITIES COMMITTEE  (HELD REMOTELYi)   

Meeting held  28th September  2020 

Present: Councillors A. Bailey, J Holmes,  B. Blackmore , J. Dutton, J. Blackmore 

Chair: Councillor J. Holmes.  

Clerk: S. Baxter 

Apologies: A. Atkinson  

This meeting took place remotely, using ‘Go To’ Meetings software, under The Local 

Authorities(Coronavirus)(Meetings)(Wales) Regulations 2020. which make provision for meetings to 

take place remotely. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

1. Apologies : Apologies were given and accepted.  

2. Councillors were reminded of the need to declare an interest in any matters under discussion. 

3. Public Participation.  There were no members of the public present. 

4. The Minutes of the previous Meeting held on the 20th July  2020 were agreed as a true record.   

5. Marford Play Area:  The Chair advised on the current position with WCBC and that the matter of 
the lease is scheduled for Executive Board in  December  The Chair also advised on a site meeting 
that had been held with the Tree Officer of WCBC . He had advised  on tree and hedge works requiring 
attention and suggested sending  a letter highlighting these and asking when the Tree survey was 
last carried out. The Clerk confirmed this letter has been sent. Goal posts: The Clerk had obtained 
further  clarification as requested from each of the contractors and had circulated  a document setting 
out the coverage of area of remedial work and matting and the cost of the goal posts. After discussion 
it was moved that the quote by Play and leisure be recommended for Council Approval as this  met 
more of the specification  outlined .This was AGREED. Action: Recommendation to Full Council.  

6. Allington Park:   The Chair advised that a number of requests had now been received for additional 
benches in the shade. Councillor Dutton suggested benches made of recycled plastic may be 
appropriate for  locations under the shade as less maintenance will be required.  After discussion it 
was AGREED to obtain some options and prices for additional seating. These could then be put into 
the budget for next year. Action: Clerk. The Chair gave an update on tree work , due to take place 
at the end of October ,and advised there would be areas where trees may need to be replanted in 
the future. 

7. Bench by Marford Noticeboard: A quote had been received for the raising of the bench at a cost 
of £450. This had been approved at Full Council,  however the Clerk  reported that the delay has 
been due to the Contractor  not as yet supplying a copy of public liability insurance.  Two other 
contractors had been tried but they had failed to provide quotes. It was suggested that the ivy on the 
wall might be an issue and  needing trimming back.  

8. Gresford Lake- Lake tidy up: Councillor  Bailey reported that the recent  lake clear up had 
gone very well. Items collected had been shredded and used as mulch, and both containers 
had been filled. The only issue was around the barley straw not being a bale which would have 
been easier. Councillor Dutton explained the issues around this.   COVID protocols had been 
followed.  It was noted that the Lake risk assessment was overdue, and Councillor J. 
Blackmore agreed that she and Councillor B. Blackmore would carry it out. 

9. Safe Walking to School initiative : Both schools had been written to on this matter. Councillor 
Dutton had held a meeting with the headmaster of All Saints School and walked an alternative 
path across  Trust land. Mr Hatwood had agreed to direct parents and pupils to this alternative 
path.  

10. Consideration of Budget for future years:  The Chair asked for suggestions as to items of 
future spending. The Clerk reminded of a comment at Finance Committee to try to keep the   
precept low this next year. Items put forward included  benches, replanting of trees and 
Christmas Lighting. 
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11. Christmas Lighting.  A meeting had taken place with a representative of Blachere, who had 
forwarded some costs and options. These were discussed, together with the possibility of locations 
in Marford to potentially introduce some lighting. The Clerk advised that  Plantscape had forwarded 
details of solar lighting , essentially small Christmas trees, and  contacts where these had been used. 
A representative from Luma lite was coming on the 6th October. Options and possibilities were 
discussed, including the desire to  brighten the area and link in Marford, reservations about initial 
outlay costs and overall costs of both hiring , purchase, storage and installation, the possibility of 
Businesses being asked to contribute, and the points raised by WCBC. It was AGREED to meet with 
the representative from Luma lite on the 6th October before making a decision, as to whether to do 
anything more this year or plan ahead for next year.  It was noted that the installation of the tree is 
appreciated by residents, and this costs £300 per year. 

12. Community Agent:   The Chair confirmed it had been agreed that the post of Community Agent 
would be subject to a review after six months.  Councillors put forward their views as to how the post 
has been helpful particularly through these last few months, and a number of people have been 
helped, including those who wouldn’t normally be able to join in, and the post has been appreciated. 
Feedback has been positive. The Clerk  outlined some initiatives that it is hoped to plan and take 
forward and agreed to forward a copy of  the six-month  review document prepared for Welsh 
Government which outlines the number of cases assisted. 

13. War Memorial:  The Chair advised that the current War Memorial , situated in the Church, is in need 
of restoration. The verger is obtaining quotes. The Clerk advised on her research and the issue of  
the Church of Wales legislative restriction; however she had put the position as she thought  to One 
Voice Wales  and was awaiting their response.  If supported, the Clerk advised it would be best if the 
Community Council commissioned the work and paid the contractor directly rather than passing a 
grant to the Church.  

14. Remembrance Planning:  The Clerk confirmed the wreath had been ordered and the Chair advised 
there were 56 whole poppies. It was confirmed not to order any additional  lamppost poppies this 
year. The Clerk had provided a cost quoted of £430 to put up and take down the poppies. 

15. Community ‘Spotlight’ Scheme : The Clerk advised   there is a procedure, but it had not been 
advertised and asked  how it should be progressed.  After discussion it was agreed that as so many 
people had  volunteered and done other things this year to support the vulnerable etc, that  it would 
be best to put the spotlight scheme on hold and instead  thank everyone who has helped out this 
year, via an article in Essentials.  

16. Operation  ‘London Bridge’: The Clerk advised the photographs, condolence books and text for the 
website were all in place and that WCBC may provide more guidance through the next TCC. 

17. Grass Cutting Contract: The Clerk advised this needed to be worked on as it was a two-year 
contract which runs out  next year but potentially could be extended.  

18.  Date of next meeting: The next meeting of the Committee is the 3rd February 2021 . Meeting 
arrangements to be confirmed.    

 
i *( LOCAL AUTHORITIES (Coronavirus)(Meetings)(Wales) REGULATIONS 2020) 


