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GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

GENERAL AMENITIES COMMITTEE (HELD REMOTELYi)   

Meeting held 3rd February 2021. 

Present: Councillors A. Bailey, J Holmes, B. Blackmore, J. Dutton,  

Chair: Councillor J. Holmes.  

Clerk: S. Baxter 

Apologies: A. Atkinson, J. Blackmore 

This meeting took place remotely, using ‘Go To’ Meetings software, under The Local Authorities 

(Coronavirus)(Meetings)(Wales) Regulations 2020. which make provision for meetings to take place 

remotely. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

1. Apologies: Apologies were given and accepted.  It was noted that Councillor Atkinson has resigned 
from this Committee.  

2. Councillors were reminded of the need to declare an interest in any matters under discussion. 

3. Public Participation.  There were no members of the public present. 

4. The Minutes of the previous Meeting held on the 28th of September 2020 were agreed as a true 
record.   

5. Marford Play Area:  The Clerk gave an update regarding the lease and read out an email received 
from WCBC’, requesting clarification as to whether Gresford Community Council will take over the 
responsibility for all fencing and boundary as part of the lease agreements.   After discussion it was 
AGREED to recommend to Council that this be agreed as part of the lease arrangements. The report 
is due to go to WCBC Executive Board on the 12th of February.  A report on WCBC’s tree survey is 
awaited. The Chair also advised on a site meeting that had been held with Play and leisure Buckley 
to look at the area of matting required for the goal posts. It was noted that the reduced area of matting 
now agreed to the front of each goal post substantially reduces the price in the original quote, which 
has been previously approved by Council. The order has been placed but will be , and it is hoped that  
the job will be scheduled for a date in March, to avoid any school holidays. The park will need to be 
closed for two days for safety reasons when the work is underway.  

6. Allington Park:   A discussion took place about additional bench provision, following a request from 
residents, and several options previously circulated were considered. It was AGREED to hold a site 
visit and walkabout soon to consider what might be the best options and locations.  A discussion took 
place about the need to replant trees at Allington Park, which would now be during Autumn 2021, to 
replace those that had to be removed last year due to disease, following the tree survey.  It was 
AGREED that Councillor Holmes will ask a local expert, and the Clerk will contact North Wales Wildlife 
Trust, for advice on location and responsible sourcing of replacement trees. The Chair explained 
about the areas of perimeter fencing that required replacement and straightening and two quotations 
received from local welding companies were examined. The Clerk had endeavoured to obtain a third 
quote which was not forthcoming. It was AGREED to recommend to Committee the cheaper quote 
of £450, provided the Company has a Public liability insurance. The Clerk advised of revised prices 
received from NJW grounds maintenance, following the extension of the contract agreed,  and these 
were accepted. The path stabilisation work at the top of Allington Park was also discussed. It was 
noted that a previous quotation received had been approved but the contractor had unfortunately not 
been forthcoming with public liability insurance. The Clerk had managed to obtain an additional 
quotation, meaning that three quotes had now been obtained overall.  It was AGREED to recommend 
this latest quotation for approval, as it looked the most professional and detailed. This is for £526.00. 
The contractor had detailed his public liability insurance. Consideration was given to the renewal of 
the SLA with WCBC to inspect the Play areas for 2021-22, at the slightly increased cost, and this was 
AGREED to recommend to Council.  

7. Bench by Marford Noticeboard:  Consideration was given to an additional quotation that the Clerk 
had managed to obtain. It was noted that this was a lot higher than the original quotation received, 
but that that contractor had failed to provide public liability insurance. A third contractor spoken to had 
met and measured for the work but had subsequently not provided a written quote. Councillor 
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Blackmore suggested that perhaps the bench was not needed in this location anyway, as  it is not the 
best place near the road and no one sits on it. It was AGREED to ask Council for their view on this 
before proceeding further.  

8. Gresford Lake-   Councillor B. Blackmore reported on the Lake risk assessment that she and 
Councillor J. Blackmore had recently undertaken.  Several residents were spoken to, including Miss 
Williams who kindly organises the lake tidy up each year. All was satisfactory and safe, but it was 
noted that the jetty is possibly slippy with algae and may need a good clean. It was AGREED to 
look at this when undertaking the site visit at Allington Park. The issue of the lack of a throw line 
had also been raised by residents. 

9. Christmas Lighting.   The Clerk had circulated a paper with details of both overall and detailed  
prices, that had been obtained from discussions with Clerks at Broughton , and Llay, and with Mr G 
Jones of MEGA, concerning the costs of additional requirements to columns, storage, and annual 
putting up and taking down. Figures had also been obtained from Blachere lighting.  The Chair 
reflected on the site meeting that had taken place before Christmas with the Lighting company 
representative, and it had been noted that the lights on the main road are quite far apart. Therefore, 
the Chair questioned how much of a statement would be made by Christmas lighting on Lighting 
posts. It was generally felt by those present that the costs are expensive, and there may well be 
ongoing problems of replacement and damage.  Insurance is another issue.  The money could be 
better spent elsewhere. To report back to Council. 

10. Possible Village Celebrations:   Discussion took place about the communication concerning the 
proposed NHS, Social Care and frontline worker day on 5th July 2021. It was noted that at the current 
time it is difficult to plan for anything big. It was noted that the suggestions made for this year are not 
big, things such as ringing of Church bells, and it was agreed to write to the Church and other local 
groups and to see if they are able to contribute in the ways suggested.  Similarly, regarding the 100th 
birthday of Prince Philip which was confirmed as 10th June. Will Church bells be rung? Action: The 
Clerk will liaise with organisations. 

11. War Memorial:  The Chair advised that the Church Warden is awaiting a quotation from the   
specialist stone mason. 

12. Community ‘Spotlight’ Scheme: The Clerk advised there is a procedure, but it had not been 
advertised widely and asked how it should be progressed.  A discussion took place about locals who 
had achieved sporting prowess, and those that had done a lot in the community this last year 
especially. An article in Essentials was considered. To be looked at again at next meeting.  

13. Operation ‘London Bridge’: The Clerk advised the photographs, condolence books and text for the 
website were all in place. Nothing further had been received from WCBC. It was agreed that the Clerk 
will write to the Trust and the Churches to make them aware of what the Community Council has in 
place and is proposing. 

14. Other matters raised: The need to repair the noticeboard at Marford due to water ingress was 
discussed. The Clerk will obtain a view as to what is wrong and quotations. The Phone box housing 
the defibrillator was discussed and the need to get the door rehung. The Clerk will find someone to 
look at what is needed- it is considered to need a professional as the door is hung with straps rather 
than hinges. The notice also needs to be hung. It was Agreed that one of the bins purchased can be 
used to replace one on Allington Park. The bin by Marford Noticeboard needs a repair as it is 
unlocked.  A discussion took place about the fact that the Council has declared a Climate Emergency., 
It was noted that with this comes responsibilities and the need for a plan for the future as to how this 
can be achieved.  It was AGREED that Councillor Bailey shall lead on this and provide a paper to Full 
Council. 

15. Date of next meeting: The next meeting of the Committee will be the 20th of April 2021. Meeting 
arrangements to be confirmed.    

 
i *( LOCAL AUTHORITIES (Coronavirus)(Meetings)(Wales) REGULATIONS 2020) 


