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Minutes of Cemetery Committee Meeting held 19th July 2017 

Present: Councillors A Bailey(Chair), M Harriman, B Blackmore, J Hobbley, M Jones 

(Assistant) S Baxter(Clerk) 

Apologies: Councillors R Gilmartin and  M Lightwood 

 

1. Apologies were given and accepted. 

2. The Minutes of the previous meeting held on the 9th November016 were agreed as a 

true record. 

3.   The revised Terms of Reference were considered and agreed. 

4. The Cemetery Assistant gave an overview and raised the issue of the need to relook 

at   possible annual increase of charges. Last year the charges were raised by 1%. 

Following discussion, it was agreed to raise the residents fees by 1.5% and the Non- 

residents fees by 2%.This is to be taken to September’s full Council meeting for 

approval. Action: Clerk to agenda item. 

5. The Cemetery Assistant gave an update on progress with tracing the families of 

owners of unused grave plots. Seven plots had previously been identified and five of 

those seven have been reclaimed after discussions with surviving relatives. of the 

remaining two, one sibling is deciding what to do. Only one remains untraced. ICCM 

guidance is that after a period of 75 years the plot could revert back if unused. 

Councillor Harriman suggested a further notice. There are three other plots which will 

require tracing in future years as currently not in use.  

6. A discussion took place about the position of the Spoil Heap and Compost Heap. 

After the previous meeting, it had been established that a gentleman was growing 

corn in the neighbouring field. The suggestion was made that the spoil heap and 

compost heap could be located side by side and separated with sleepers. After 

discussion, it was agreed that for the moment we pay to get the grass removed and 

look at the costs of getting the soil removed periodically. The Clerk will enquire what 

other Communities do with their similar waste and side products. Councillor Harriman 

advised the committee of a presentation at a recent conference by Barry Council and 

an Eco study that they had commissioned to improve a cemetery area as a habitat. 

Councillor Bailey advised he had heard similar and suggested that WCBC Officer 

Emma Broad be contacted for further advice. Action: Clerk and Cemetery Assistant 

to take forward suggested ways forward. 

7. A discussion took place about the proposed footpath along the boundary hedge. The 

Cemetery Assistant presented some photographs now that the boundary hedge has 

been cut back. Councillor Harriman advised that following the last meeting he had 
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approached a person professionally qualified but they had been reluctant to get 

involved in assisting with a survey and measurements for a path. The Cemetery 

Assistant advised that in her view it would be important to have the path at the 

bottom widened for vehicular access. At the moment ruts are being created.                                                            

Action: The Clerk will contact WCBC   Building Control to see if they can assist with a 

survey and specification for footpaths. and to obtain advice from Martin Howarth. 

8. It was identified through discussion that the railings along part of the boundary are in 

a poor condition. This could present a risk. Clerk and Cemetery Assistant to obtain 

quote for removal of railings. 

9.  The extension of the Cemetery was raised and the need to plan for it, and identify 

potential costs. Action: Clerk to set up a meeting with WCBC Officers for advice on 

the extension of the Cemetery. 

10. Cemetery Assistant advised that a gentleman had asked to pay for edging. It was 

suggested that he not be allowed to do this but instead we would ask for a quote 

from a contractor. Action: Clerk and Cemetery Assistant to obtain quote. 

11. Cemetery Assistant advised that a gentleman had offered to undertake pest control. 

It was agreed that this offer be turned down. Councillor Blackmore advised this 

should be because we are having an eco-survey done. 

12. Councillor Harriman highlighted an item from the Barry Town Council report which 

proposes a scatter area. It was agreed this could be explored within any future 

survey or expansion proposals. 

13.  Councillor Harriman also raised that at the conference he had attended, there are 

computer packages for the storage of burial information. The Cemetery assistant 

confirmed that currently she uses ledgers. It was agreed that  computerised records  

would be the way forward. Such records can be shared. Agreed to look at this for the 

future. 

14. The next meeting of the Cemetery Committee will be the 25th October at the Gresford 

Trust Memorial Hall. 


