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CEMETERY COMMITTEE 

 

Meeting held 26th February 2020 
Present: Councillors A. Bailey (Chair), M. Harriman,  J. Holmes, J. Hobbley, K. Hobbley 

S. Baxter (Clerk) M. Jones (Assistant) 

Apologies: B. Blackmore, 

MINUTES: 

1. Eco survey-  Receipt and Consideration of Report-A prior meeting had taken place 
with Iwan Edwards of North Wales Wildlife Trust , for the purpose of going through the  
Biodiversity  report that they had produced following the Eco survey last summer. This 
meeting ,and the report, is referred to during the Committee meeting. It was noted that this 
meeting was very positive. 

2. Apologies: Apologies were given and accepted from Councillor B. Blackmore.  

3. Councillors were advised regarding Declarations of interest. There were no members of 
the public present. 

4. Inspection of the Cemetery: This did not take place due to the failing light. 

5. The Minutes of the previous  meeting , held on the 7th October 2019,  were moved and 
accepted as a true record. 

6. Matters arising from Previous Minutes. The Clerk referred to the meeting that had taken 
place to establish revised fees and charges and it was noted that these had been approved 
by Full Council and were in operation. 

7. Update from the Cemetery Assistant on any current issues: The Cemetery Assistant 
reported  that the  headstone that had been damaged by the fallen cyprus tree last year, has 
been replaced by the family. It was also reported that despite the moss treatment that took 
place the moss has returned and is very slippy. It was decided that the Clerk and Cemetery 
Assistant will raise this with the contractor when they meet him  in the next fortnight, with the 
costs of any additional treatment to be reported to full Council.  

8. Memorial Inspections: The Cemetery Assistant reported that  these will need to take place 
again  in July  2020 and would approach three stonemasons for quotes. Approximate costs 
from the previous occasion were given. A discussion took place about signage at the 
Cemetery. Action: The Cemetery Assistant to recount the current memorials in the 
Cemetery and seek three quotes for inspection work to be brought back to a Cemetery 
Committee meeting in May. The Clerk and Cemetery Assistant to liaise about 
appropriate wording for metal signs and these to be obtained, warning of the wind , and 
also to advise of  periodic Memorial Inspections taking place and contact details. The 
Clerk to find out if there is any advice on  funerals taking place in  storm force 
conditions. 

9. Tree Survey:  A discussion took place about the Tree survey. It was agreed to send a copy 
of the tree survey to Iwan of NWWT for any observations. Councillor Holmes advised the tree 
survey recommendations  had been gone through with  the Tree Officer of WCBC. After some 
discussion it was AGREED to hold a specific site meeting to walk through the tree survey. 
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Action: The Clerk to arrange meeting, and to contact the surveyor to enquire about 
some anomalies such as a grouped section of trees. 

10. Eco survey-  Receipt and Consideration of Report-The previous meeting was 
discussed, and it was AGREED to provide a copy of the report minus the species list to All 
Councillors. Action: Clerk.  The Chair will advise Councillors further on the recommendations  
from the  report and  likely cost implications. To put on website. 

11. Digitisation of Cemetery Records:  The Cemetery Assistant reported  that she has 
developed an unused  grave and pre-purchased plots spreadsheet. To advise  on this further 
for the next meeting in May. Otherwise there are no issues with the digitisation. Only one 
enquiry has been received in recent months.  

12. Progress with Cemetery Lease: The Clerk advised  on an email received from Mr James 
of WCBC, advising of action he had taken in writing to the neighbouring farmer who holds a 
lease of the ‘Cemetery expansion’ area. A discussion took place about the implications of this 
action. It was AGREED that this  matter shall be put to Full Council with a recommendation 
that WCBC be pressed to produce a draft lease for consideration that should contain a clause 
allowing the  Community Council the ability to sublease the Cemetery expansion area on terms 
to be determined by the Community Council in the future if it so wishes, and not determined 
by WCBC. The issue of Planning Permission going forward was discussed. Clerk to send the 
previous draft lease to all Members  of the  Committee.  

13. Progress with Cemetery Boundary: It was noted that this  is the same as previously- a 
discussion needs to be held with the neighbouring farmer, but the lease is awaited which will 
determine the boundary responsibilities. It was noted that such discussion also needs to take 
account of the recommendations of the report from NWWT with reference to the boundary. 

14. Next Meeting: The next meeting of the Committee will be in May 2020 - the date to be 
determined.   


