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Minutes of Cemetery Committee Meeting held 5th March 2018 

Present: Councillors A Bailey(Chair), M Harriman, , M Jones (Assistant) S Baxter(Clerk) 

Apologies: Councillor M Lightwood 

Absent: Councillor R Gilmartin, B Blackmore, J Hobbley 

 

1. Apologies and absences were noted. It was determined that the meeting was quorate with 

two Councillors  and went ahead. 

2. The Minutes of the previous meeting held on the 25th October 2017 were agreed as a true 

record. 

3.   A discussion took place on the recent Welsh Government directive concerning Council’s 

memorandum of understanding over burial fees for Children aged under 18. This was 

noted, and the cemetery assistant had prepared a fresh schedule of payments and charges 

that reflected the directive. The clerk advised that it was on the agenda for Full Council to 

note the change arising from the directive. The question was asked and confirmed in 

agreement that those aged 18 and over are to be charged. The exemption would apply for 

only one interment, however should other circumstances arise each case would be looked 

at individually. It was also agreed to remove the section on burial fees for ‘interment in no 

purchased graves’ as the cemetery assistant advised this is never used. 

4. The Clerk had prepared notes from the meeting that had been held with Martin Howorth of 

WCBC on 8th November and advised on developments arising from the advice he had given 

concerning the taking forward of the expansion of the Cemetery. 

a. The ownership of Cemetery land.  This had been discussed previously and the Clerk 

had reported on the absence of a conveyancing deed. The Clerk advised that further 

enquiries with WCBC had revealed that WCBC is the registered freehold owner of 

the land. Terms had been negotiated  in 2003/04 for Gresford  Community Council 

to be transferred control of the cemetery by way of a long lease. A 99-year lease 

from the 1st April 2004 had been agreed. The burial authority function had passed 

to Gresford Community Council. The cross-hatch land had been identified at the 

time as future expansion land for the cemetery. In the meantime, it was to be farmed 

under a fixed term Farm Business Tenancy. The draft lease shows the intended 

agreement. The question was raised and discussed concerning whether any terms 

of the lease need to be relooked at. Actions agreed:  Clerk to move forward with 

progressing with WCBC a formal signing of the lease. The Council at their 

meeting on the 8th March to be informed and asked whether any part of the 
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lease should be relooked at The Clerk to enquire with WCBC concerning 

income of the land. 

b. Planning and projection of costs and income of the new part of the Cemetery. This 

had been discussed with MH at the meeting. Over time income from the   existing 

cemetery will cease but it will still need to be maintained. Income will be derived 

from the new part of the cemetery, so space needs to be maximised. 

c. A discussion took place about Planning requirements. The Clerk advised she had 

an exploratory discussion with Harrisons as recommended by MH. There may be 

some Planning issues arising after a recent judgement. We will need to make a case 

for  no other suitable site, no harm arising form the site, the annual number of burials 

is also an important factor. Action: Cemetery assistant to  determine the number 

of burials taking place over the last few years. The Clerk to make contact with 

Planning for their advice and assistance. 

d. The Clerk further outlined from her discussion with Harrison’s the work that they 

could potentially undertake, and that it would probably need to be tendered out. 

However, within a three-stage approach, Harrison’s offer an initial brief which would 

cost £488.50. It was agreed to put to Full Council for approval to proceed with this 

to obtain initial information and a planned way forward. 

5.  The Cemetery Assistant outlined quotations she had received for various pieces of work. 

These were considered in turn: Quotations for repairs and maintenance to the roof of the 

cemetery building and Painting and decorating of the shelter. It was agreed that the 

Cemetery Assistant would go back to those quoting to ask for some amendment, and that 

these would be presented to Council in April for approval to proceed. 

6.  In regard to the spoil heap, the Cemetery Assistant outlined quotations received. However, 

it had come to light that an area under the trees , revealed after tree cutting work,  might 

also lend itself to a spoil heap. This was considered and agreed, A further quotation for 

path edging improvement works was considered and agreed. Action: The Clerk is to 

further check the boundary ownership with WCBC. 

7.  The Clerk outlined the current situation in reviewing the grass cutting contract and advised 

of discussions that had taken place with Ian Gibson of the Trust and further work 

undertaken by him. The Clerk advised on the draft grass cutting contract she had prepared 

for consideration and that it contained specific clauses as advised by Martin Howorth, also 

that she had included  specific requirements  in regard to the cemetery. A discussion took 

place. It was suggested that Full Council had given approval only for the possibility of a joint 

contract on Grass cutting with  Gresford Trust , to be explored not that it would happen. It 

was determined that this shall be raised  on the agenda  at Council on the 8th March with a 
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view to Gresford community Council  seeking its own contractual arrangements for grass 

cutting. 

8.   In regard to taking forward an Eco-survey of the Cemetery, the Clerk advised of  information 

received from Barry Town Council, and subsequent discussions she had  had with 

prospective companies who might be able to take forward an Eco survey. In particular,  

North Wales Wildlife Trust who would be able to offer an initial meeting and assessment 

with no charge. It was agreed to take then up on this offer. Action: Clerk to organise a 

meeting with  North Wales wildlife Trust. 

9.   It was agreed that any work to footpaths and boundaries be put on hold at present until the 

cemetery expansion is moved forward a little in terms of plans and   other features. With 

the exception of the footpath that requires attention due to its potential for   trip and need 

for repair. 

10. The next meeting of the Cemetery Committee is to be determined. 


