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GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

CEMETERY COMMITTEE 

 

Meeting held 8th October  2018 

Present: Councillors A. Bailey (Chair), M. Harriman, M. Lightwood, J. Holmes 
S. Baxter (Clerk) M. Jones (Assistant) 
Apologies: Councillors J. Hobbley, B. Blackmore 

MINUTES: 

1. Apologies were accepted. It was noted that Councillor Gilmartin has resigned from the 
Committee. 

2. There were no members of the public present. 

3. The Minutes of the meeting of the 30th July 2018 were moved and accepted. 

4. Proposed extension of the Cemetery: Mr John Dutton was invited and  joined the 
Committee for this part of the meeting. It was noted that the field into which the extension is 
proposed , borders Clapper Farm land and is currently farmed by Mr Dutton. Mr Dutton 
explained the circumstances of the lease for that area of land. It is a  farm business tenancy. 
The owner of the lease needs to be kept informed. The Church owns the land to the right. The 
Cemetery Assistant confirmed to Mr Dutton that the current cemetery provision has been  
projected to last for 15-20 years. The Chair explained that  the current work ongoing is to plan 
ahead for this and determine the steps that are required. Nothing is to happen imminently. The 
Clerk updated the Committee on recent communications regarding this matter.  She has 
contacted WCBC Legal Team who advise they are awaiting the file from the Assets 
department,  so the lease has not been passed to anyone in Legal to progress as yet.  The 
Clerk advised that following approval gained from Council to approach  Harrisons of Mold, to 
do an initial scoping exercise , she has been in  touch with them and is awaiting a response. 
A discussion took place about the state of the fencing and the responsibility for the boundaries. 
Mr Dutton offered to take away the metal railings provided he can have the scrap  value and 
would replace with stock fencing as he has done on the opposite boundary. It was confirmed 
that this fencing had been identified as a hazard, and also it  leans into  the hedge cutter. It 
was agreed to write to WCBC to enquire if they are in agreement with this way forward, along 
with quotes for its removal. Action: Clerk to draft letter to WCBC and pass  to Mr and Mrs 
Dutton prior to sending. Clerk to query with WCBC about the  boundary on the long side 
of the Cemetery. 

5. Update on works to be carried out at the Cemetery: The Cemetery Assistant updated 
the Committee on the works carried out to the Shelter roof and external decoration. This has 
now been completed and it was agreed that this has brought the Shelter up to a good standard. 
The Cemetery Assistant advised the meeting of the  quotes received for the Spoil heap, these 
being £1200 plus VAT  for the two areas, and another quote received for £700 plus VAT,  but 
this appeared to be only for one area. The Cemetery Assistant is trying to contact the 
contractor to clarify and is also awaiting a quote for the removal of the mixed waste. With 
regard to the footpath edging, the Assistant was having difficulty contacting the contractor who 
had supplied an original quote and it was therefore agreed that she attempt to obtain quotes 
from other contractors. 

6. Eco- survey of  Cemetery area: The Clerk reminded that she had in July/August obtained 
a response from the North Wales Wildlife trust concerning what the different  enhanced 
surveys would reveal and had circulated this information via email. The larger survey would 
involve more time spent at the site and looking at its functions relating to wildlife, the broad-
brush survey would include such things as bat surveys and other species. Funding can be 
obtained, and it was agreed  that NWWT be approached to see if they might do the two surveys 
for £350. It is also important to ask what hedging they would recommend to replace fencing 
and gaps and along the extension field boundaries .Action: Clerk to contact NWWT 

7. Grass Cutting contract: The Clerk advised that Council had agreed for this to move on to 
tender stage, and that  amendments had been made in respect of hedging timescales following 
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advice received from Councillor Dutton, and  note had been made within the contractor to draw 
attention to the fact that some items may change following the results of the eco-survey. 

8. Digitisation of Cemetery records. The Clerk and Cemetery Assistant reported back on 
progress in two demonstrations held with contractors. Quotations had been received and were 
considered. It was also stated that the Clerk and Cemetery Assistant proposed to meet with 
WCBC who had said they may already have some Gresford records on their system to see 
how this works. It was also noted that this had been set up  for WCBC by Harrisons of Mold. 
Action: Cemetery Assistant to set up a meeting with WCBC. To investigate the costs of 
obtaining a fire proof box in  the meantime. Clerk to  enquire with Harrisons what they 
can offer. Clerk to set up a   task group  meeting once this information has been 
obtained to discuss specifically. 

9. Grave digging Risk assessment and  issue related to depth digging:  It was noted 
that a risk assessment has been carried out. The Cemetery Assistant has reported that the 
grave digger had stated that he will now honour any burials already pre-purchased to a depth 
of three burials. He confirmed they will have two persons on site for a third burial. From now 
on however burials will only be offered  as two burials per plot. The Cemetery Assistant 
confirmed she had amended the fees and charges to reflect this. 

10. The Action Plan will be updated for the next meeting 

11. The next meeting will be the 28th January 2019. at 5. 30pm. 


