
Minutes of Cemetery Committee 9th November 2016 

Present: Councillors A Bailey(Chair), M Harriman, B Blackmore, M Jones (Assistant)  

S Baxter(Clerk) 

Apologies: M L Roberts M Lightwood 

 

1. Apologies were given and accepted. 

2. The Minutes of the previous meeting held on the 11th August 2016 were agreed as a 

true record. 

3.   Consideration of the Terms of Reference was deferred until a later meeting, so        

that account could be taken of the revised Financial regulations pertaining to 

Committee’s expenditure authorities, and the comments from One Voice Wales of 

the General section of all Committee Terms of Reference. 

4. Michelle Jones gave an update on progress with tracing the families of owners of 

unused grave plots. This has proven fruitful with a number of families coming forward 

to relinquish their rights to the plots. This means that the plots can be re-allocated. 

Michelle was congratulated by committee for her hard work. 

5. A discussion took place about the position of the Spoil heap. It was resolved that A 

Bailey and M Jones would have a discussion with the farmer who farms the 

neighbouring field. 

6. A discussion took place about the position of the proposed compost heap. It was 

decided that before going ahead further consideration needs to be given to who 

might maintain the compost heap, to avoid any future difficulties. It was agreed that A 

Bailey would approach the allotment association to see if they were interested. In the 

event of this not being appropriate, then a large green waste bin would be purchased 

from WCBC. 

7. A discussion took place about the proposed footpath along the boundary hedge. 

Committee agreed that it was necessary, although not an immediate priority. It was 

noted that the expenditure would be justified because unlike the rest of the cemetery 

those graves could not be seen and easily located from a footpath in front of the 

grave. The footpath will also allow for the better management and allocation of 

cremated remains plots and for the future extension of the cemetery in due course. 

The boundary hedge needs tidying and this is in hand with work due to commence 

shortly. Agreed: MH to approach a professional with a view to a specification being 

drawn up with specific measurements done professionally. Once this is agreed, Clerk 

can commence with a tender process. This is to be reported to Council. 



8.  A discussion took place about the need to provide a three year forecast of proposed 

expenditure to allow for budget planning.  Various works have been identified already 

including the footpath and it was thought that a sum of £10,000 would be adequate 

for the immediate term. However, it was noted that consideration needs to be given 

to future expansion needs of the cemetery in the future, and budget provision will 

need to be allocated from Reserves. Clerk and M Jones to explore further and seek 

advice. 

9. M Jones outlined an offer that had been made earlier in the year, to assist with a tidy 

of the Cemetery in the Spring. This was noted and appreciated by Committee. It was 

noted that any trimming of shrubs etc should be done in the Autumn. MJ to contact 

the person offering the service to discuss further and arrange. 

10. M Jones raised the issue of molehills. A discussion took place. M Jones to explore 

the possibility of solar powered mole scarers. 

11. M Jones raised an issue concerning a complaint about the fee charged for a resident/ 

non-resident plot. The issue was discussed and the need for some clarification about 

resident and non-resident definition. Clerk reminded this had been discussed 

previously in terms of advice from ICCM. If a person has not resided in the 

community for the past five years, then they are classed as a non-resident, with the 

exception of those residents who have had to locate out of the community for 

reasons of residential or nursing care. In the particular case outlined committee 

decided to offer a refund in this instance due to the historic difficulty with the plot and 

on a non-prejudicial basis. This will be reported to the next meeting of the Community 

Council. 

12. M Jones raised the issue of request made for the burial of cremated remains. 

Committee decided that requests by families to dig holes in plots themselves, to 

scatter or bury cremated remains, should be disallowed on Health and Safety 

grounds. This will be recommended to Council for adoption as a policy. 

13.  Future meeting dates. It was decided to hold another meeting of the Cemetery 

Committee this financial year, in late February or early March. Clerk to arrange. 

 

 


