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GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

CEMETERY COMMITTEE 

 

Meeting held 8th May  2019 
Present: Councillors A. Bailey (Chair), M. Harriman,  J. Holmes, J. Hobbley, B. Blackmore, 

K. Hobbley 

S. Baxter (Clerk) M. Jones (Assistant) 

Apologies:  

MINUTES: 

1. Apologies: There were no apologies.  

2. Councillors were advised regarding Declarations of interest. There were no members of 
the public present. 

3. Election of Chair for  2019-20: Councillor Harriman nominated Councillor Bailey to  
continue as Chair. Councillor Bailey agreed to do so. 

4. The Minutes of the previous  meeting , held on the 28th January 2019,  were moved and 
accepted as a true record. 

5. Matters arising from previous Minutes. It was noted that the Grass Cutting in the 
Cemetery, under the new contract is  being carried out to a good standard. Members had 
earlier visited and inspected the cemetery grounds. 

6. Update from the Cemetery Assistant on any current issues: M.  Jones advised the 
meeting that she has now  obtained a laptop specifically for cemetery work, and that  this  will 
be ready for the  digitised records when they come through. With regard to footpath edging, it 
was agreed that  the  Cemetery Assistant could ask the  grass cutting contractor to provide a 
price for the  moss treatment. With regard to the Spoil heap the consensus was that it was well 
screened and a laurel hedge might provide further screening if a few bushes were planted. 
Councillor Bailey will ask the advice of the  North  Wales Wildlife trust when he meets them on 
site next week. 

7. Update on  Digitisation of Cemetery Records:  The Cemetery Assistant reported that 
the registers were collected by  Townsweb on the 9.4.19 and we are  advised it will take 4-5 
weeks. The registers will be returned and then the transcription  from the registers will take 
longer.  A discussion took place about public access and whether the  records need to be 
manually kept still. The Cemetery assistant confirmed that advice received from Institute of 
Cemetery and Crematorium Management (ICCM) is that they do not. Action: To enquire with 
WCBC if they can store the ledgers. 

8. Trees in the centre of the Cemetery :   The Tree Officer WCBC was consulted following 
one of  the  four central trees coming down in recent  high winds. The advice received is that 
one tree needs to come down imminently. The remaining two trees need to come down at 
some point but could be stable for five or more years. Three  quotations had been obtained 
from Tree surgeons, following the advice received . The options  to be considered are: to fell 
one of the remaining three trees or to fell all three remaining trees.  The prices were 
considered. Consideration was  given to the space remaining, and the fact that the plan had 
been to mirror these in the new part of the Cemetery. After  discussion the consensus reached 
was to fell the  one tree urgently, and the price was agreed. The remaining two trees are to be 
revisited once the tree survey has taken place., 

9. Report received from Harrisons regarding Cemetery extension: The Clerk advised 
on the report received from Harrisons detailing the sort of work that will need to be undertaken 
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and the likely costs. The main issue hinges on Planning Permission and whether it is required. 
The Clerk reported on the responses received from WCBC Planning department. 

10. Cemetery Lease: In connection with the above item, the Clerk advised that she had chased 
the matter of the outstanding lease with WCBC, in regard to the lease, and responsibilities 
under it, and in relation to whether Planning Permission is required, given that there is a 
covenant in place and on the advice of Harrisons.  Given the lack of response to date on the 
lease and the response received regarding Planning Permission , the Clerk advised it might 
be pertinent to write to the Chief Executive on this matter and request a face to face meeting 
to discuss a way forward. After discussion it was resolved to seek the independent advice of 
Mr Leece Jones, and for him to draft a letter on behalf of the Council to WCBC. Action: 
Councillor Harriman to contact  Mr Leece Jones. It was determined that the matter of  the 
Cemetery expansion could proceed no further until the matter of the lease has been resolved, 
as it might incur unnecessary expense for the Council. 

11. Cemetery Boundary: The Clerk reported that she had asked WCBC in writing if they had 
any objection to the Community Council proceeding with the replacement of the boundary but 
had had no further response. The  unsafe condition of the boundary had been pointed out.  
Action: Clerk to pursue  further with WCBC  

12. Eco- survey update: It was noted that North Wales Wildlife Trust were due out on site on 
the 13th May. Councillor Bailey will meet them on site. A report would follow in due course. The 
areas left fallow have been marked out. 

13. Next Meeting: The next meeting of the Committee will be the 29th July 2019. 


