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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL (HELD REMOTELYi) on the 
2nd of September 2021.  

Members Present:  Councillors A. Bailey, M. J. Edwards, M. Harriman, J. Hobbley, K. Hobbley, J Holmes, J. 
Dutton, J. Jones, A. Merry, B. Blackmore, J. Blackmore,  

Also present: Ruth Thompson, Community Agent 

Chair: Councillor J. Dutton. 

Clerk: Serena Baxter. 

Apologies:  Councillor M. Wilde, PCSO. S. Lawrence 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

925. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Apologies were given by Councillor Wilde and by North Wales 
Police.  

926. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Members were reminded that they should declare the existence 
and nature of any personal and or prejudicial interest on the form provided for this purpose for any item 
under discussion.  

927.   PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  There were no members of the public present.  

928.  CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD on the 1st of July and the 
16th of August 2021 : Councillor Jones requested an amendment to the minutes 916/i which was 
AGREED, otherwise the Minutes of the Council meeting held on the 1st of July and the 
Extraordinary meeting  held on the 16th of August 2021  were APPROVED as an accurate record.  

929. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES AND PROGRESS ON ACTIONS:  Councillor 
Dutton raised an outstanding item from Minute number 782. The Council had previously given its 
approval for a price for dog fouling signs to be explored, and subject to other such signage. The 
price for four such signs is £60. This was APPROVED.   

930.  CRIME FIGURE REPORT AND POLICING MATTERS: The update report sent by the PCSO was 
considered. There were no further comments.  

931.  COMMUNITY AGENT’S REPORT:   The Community Agent’s reported on the progress with the 
Dementia group that had been set up, and on the grant that had been received, and with the walking 
football and other initiatives.  She was thanked for her report and left the meeting.  

932. GUIDANCE FROM WELSH GOVERNMENT AND ONE VOICE WALES CONCERNING i) 
SECTION 47 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND ELECTIONS (WALES) ACT 2021 
(ARRANGEMENTS FOR MULTI LOCATION MEETINGS) ii) SCHEDULE 4, PART 1 OF THE 
2021 ACT, AMENDING THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972. (ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
PUBLISHING NOTICES OF MEETINGS): The Clerk and the Chair introduced the main changes 
introduced by the legislation, and a discussion took place. This covered concerns about the costs 
and implications of ensuring that people can join a physical meeting remotely. It was noted that 
this should be investigated thoroughly and not rushed. It was AGREED that this shall be referred 
to the Finance Committee and reported back to the October meeting. It was noted that the date 
for the Finance Committee meeting had changed to the 21st   of September. Councillor J. Hobbley 
and J. Blackmore joined the meeting at 6.50pm.  

933. TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON ONGOING MATTERS:  

i. Marford Play Area:  - The Clerk gave an update on the present situation. The response of WCBC 
is awaited. The Solicitor has given his view.  Councillor B. Blackmore raised an issue concerning 
children climbing on the goal posts.  

ii. Gresford Health Centre: - A discussion took place about concerns received from residents and 
issues with repeat prescription requests at the Chemist. Councillor Jones advised that a meeting 
had taken place with AFD, at which residents’ concerns about prescriptions, lack of disabled 
parking, and phone calls had been raised, and it had been made clear at that meeting that 
Gresford CC does not support the closure of the health centre, and these regular meetings about 
residents daily concerns are a separate matter. It was noted that AFD had quickly put out a note 
about this meeting on their communications, and this had raised concerns. It was AGREED that 
the Clerk shall write to BCUHB to ask when a decision might be made.  
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iii. Gresford Lake: - Councillors Bailey, Holmes and Dutton reported on the clear up and the 
arrangements for the barley straw that had been secured for planting later in the year. Thanks 
were expressed to volunteers who had taken part in the clear up.  

iv. Traffic Matters and Traffic lights: - A discussion took place about the work underway on the new 
system. Councillor Holmes reported that blocked gullies had now been cleared but may need 
further investigation. The Chair congratulated Councillor Jones on her success in getting the 
vehicle activated signs put up in the village. Councillor Jones explained the process and that 
software is to follow. Councillor Merry advised on 30mph signs being obscured by vegetation, and 
it was confirmed that this had been reported to WCBC but will be followed up again. Councillor 
Jones advised that WCBC have recently raised concerns about items being fitted onto existing 
lampposts, as they had not been designed for this and advised members that there is a process 
to go through for any such initiatives in the future. 

v. War Memorial: - Councillor Holmes will take this forward through arrangements with the stone 
mason. It was AGREED that this item can now be taken off future agendas.  

934. VACANCY FOR GRESFORD WEST WARD: The Clerk advised that the vacancy had been 
advertised for two weeks under the Election process, and no such requests had been made to the 
Electoral team.  The advertisement was now out for Co -option. The deadline for this advertisement 
is the 30th of September, and any expressions of interest will be brought to the next meeting on 
October 7th.  

935. UPDATE ON ALLOTMENTS:  The Clerk advised that the Solicitor appointed had prepared all 
necessary documents and the application had been submitted to the Charity Commission. 
Information is awaited concerning the potential purchase of the land.  

936. ISSUES and REQUESTS RAISED BY RESIDENTS:  i) High Street Gresford and issue of 
residents parking:  It was noted that a consultation on this matter had taken place previously. 
Although  parking permits would resolve the matter, residents were not keen to have to pay for a 
parking permit.  It was AGREED after discussion to raise the issue with Wrexham Council as the 
Highways Authority for their advice on the matter. A discussion took place about one- way systems 
and traffic issues generally in that location. Action: Clerk to write to resident and to WCBC. ii) 
Issue of difficulties with an Air bnb property: The Clerk advised on this, and the advice given.  
It was stated that the Community Council has no powers in this matter but will raise the matter 
with Planning as it is a Planning matter.  

937. CHAIR’S REPORT: The Chair advised that a list of defibrillators and their location and availability 
had been posted on all noticeboards.  The Chair advised that she had given her approval for £245 
to be spent on replacement works to chains and seats on swings, following the annual Play 
Inspection reports being received.  This was APPROVED by Council in retrospect.   

938. UPDATE FROM FINANCE COMMITTEE SUBGROUP CONCERNING COUNCIL WEBSITE 
AND RECOMMENDATION FOR APPROVAL TO APPOINT AUBERGINE AT A COST OF 
£1673: Councillor Jones gave an update and advised that a demonstration had been received by 
the company Aubergine. The main consideration is that the chosen company can meet all aspects 
of compliance and provide a Welsh language module. After consideration, Councillor Edwards 
proposed that the Council support the recommendation to spend £1673 and the appointment of 
Aubergine to design the new website and deliver ongoing support. This was seconded and Council 
RESOLVED to approve expenditure for a new website as recommended. 

939. REQUEST FROM CEMETERY ASSISTANT TO APPROVE COSTS OF £420 TO MAINTAIN SIX 
BENCHES IN CEMETERY.  Councillor Jones took over as Chair and Councillor Dutton left the 
room. It was RESOLVED to approve the expenditure of £420 to maintain the benches in the 
Cemetery.  

940. FINANCE: Councillor Dutton re-joined the meeting and took over as Chair.  i. The following items 
of expenditure for September 2021 were APPROVED for payment.  
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Date Payment To Reason Amount 

EXPENDITURE     

    

2.9.21 NJW grounds maintenance Grass cutting and grounds 
maintenance 

2946.00 
 

2.9.21 WCBC Repairs to play equipment 672.00 

2.9.21 Mossfords memorials  Charge for laying flat memorials 126.00 

2.9.21 Steve Pugh Gravedigging costs 85.00 

2.9.21 FA Wales Costs associated to Community Agent 
initiative 

540.00 

2.9.21 IC Office Annual registration Information 
Commissioner 

40.00 

2.9.21 HMRC Monthly costs due  

2.9.21 Ruth Thompson NJC Salary   

2.9.21 Michelle Jones NJC Salary  

2.9.21 Serena Baxter NJC Salary  

2.9.21 Clwyd Pension Fund Monthly costs due  

2.9.21 Scottish Power  Lighting supply  270.74 

2.9.21 BT CCTV costs 31.56 

2.9.21 Vodafone Telephone costs 38.14 

 

 ii) It was reported that approval had been granted by the Chair to spend £120 to cut the fallow 
area of the Cemetery and this was APPROVED in retrospect.   

 iii) An Income and Expenditure report was received in respect of Quarter 1. This was       

considered and no issues or queries were raised. The report was ACCEPTED.  

 

941. APPLICATIONS RECEIVED UNDER THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (AS 
AMENDED): 

i. P/2021/ 0781: Listed building consent for a new pitched roof over entrance and pitched roof with 
vaulted ceiling over dining room: Springfield Cottage, Marford Hill, Marford, Wrexham. No 
objections were raised. 

ii. P/2021/0779: Listed Building consent for conversion and extension of existing stable block and 

erection of garage: Cedar Hall, The Green, Rossett Wrexham. No objections were raised.  

iii. P/2020/0703: Section 78 Appeal: Gresford Police Station, 76 Chester Road, Wrexham . The Clerk 
will write to reiterate a similar objection to previously, and to mention that some residents nearby 
appear to have not been consulted.  

iv. P/2021/0857: Two storey side extension and erection of porch. 10 Orchard View, Gresford, 
Wrexham. No objections were made. 

v. P/2021/0890 Section 78 Appeal at: Land at Quarry Brow, Gresford, Wrexham: The Council after 
discussion RESOLVED to put the same objections forward to the Planning Inspectorate, but to also 
make clear the differential in the percentage of land that has been included. 
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942. MEMBER’S URGENT ANNOUNCEMENTS: i) Council working with Image and other groups.: 
Councillor Bailey declared an interest. The Chair outlined the issues being raised by IMAGE. It 
was AGREED to put this as an item for discussion on the next agenda. ii) Pant Lane and 
proposal for yellow Lines: Councillor Merry outlined an issue of concern about cars speeding 
along Pant Lane. A discussion took place about the issue including police involvement in operating 
speed cameras.  Councillor Merry requested that action be taken, and Councillor Edwards 
suggested asking to see if the Community speed watch can be re-enacted. After discussion it was 
AGREED that the way forward is to gather evidence which can be put to the Police and Highway 
authority to reduce and enforce a speed limit. Standing Orders regarding the length of the meeting 
were proposed to be set aside and this was accepted. iii) Banners in Gresford Village. It was 
reported that the banners over which a concern had been raised, have now been removed. iv) 
Request for a memorial bench: The Chair outlined the request for a memorial bench to be placed 
alongside Gresford lake. A discussion took place. The reason for requesting the bench in this 
location was noted and the Council expressed its sympathy. It was further noted that this forms 
part of the Conservation area and so a request would need to be made to the Planning Authority.  
There is also a policy on benches.  It was AGREED to refer the matter to the General Amenities 
Committee and in the meantime to explore how the request might be taken forward, with advice 
from the Planning Authority. A holding letter is to be sent to the resident requesting the bench. 
Action: Clerk.  v) Gresford and District Community Library:  Councillor Jones, on behalf of 
GCDL, advised that a bid for funding has been made and requested permission for the library to 
state in its bid that the Community Council is a key partner. Councillors  referred to similar  requests 
from other organisations, and this was AGREED. Councillor Bailey abstained from discussion on 
this item.  

943. CORRESPONDENCE: Items of correspondence were tabled in a report for the months of July 
and August 2021 and were NOTED.    It was AGREED that regarding the consultation document 
on the new government rules relating to Elections, Councillors could respond as individuals if they 
wished.  

944.  Part ii item concerning Clerk’s contract:  The meeting convened under Part ii arrangements to 
discuss the outcome of a meeting held by the Finance Committee staffing subcommittee . 

945. DATE, VENUE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING: The next meeting of the Community Council will 

be held on Thursday the 7th of October 2021, will commence at 6.30 p.m. and will be held remotely. 

COUNCILLOR J. Dutton 

 

CHAIR ....................................................         DATE................................................ 

i)  This meeting took place remotely, using ‘Go To’ Meetings software, under the Local Government and 
Elections (Wales) Act 2021 (following The Local Authorities (Coronavirus)(Meetings)(Wales) Regulations 
2020. )  which make provision for meetings to take place remotely. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


