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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL (HELD REMOTELYi) on the 
4th of November 2021.   

Members Present:  Councillors A. Bailey, M. J. Edwards, K. Hobbley, J Holmes, J. Dutton, J. Jones, B. 
Blackmore, J. Blackmore, A Merry, M. Harriman, D. Brockhurst 

Also present: PCSO. S. Lawrence (part), Mr J. O’Keefe, Gresford Allotments Association (part), Councillor 
Jeremy Kent, WCBC . 

Chair: Councillor J. Dutton. 

Clerk: Serena Baxter. 

Apologies:  Ruth Thompson, Community Agent, Councillors M. Wilde, W. O Grady, J. Hobbley 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

965. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Apologies were given and accepted. The Chair welcomed 
Councillor Denzil Brockhurst to the meeting, and congratulated Councillor Jeremy Kent on being 
appointed Borough Councillor for Gresford East and West. 

966. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Members were reminded that they should declare the existence 

and nature of any personal and or prejudicial interest on the form provided for this purpose for any 
item under discussion. Councillor Dutton declared an interest in respect of item 10 on the agenda.  
Councillor Bailey declared an interest in item 13/i concerning planning and Councillor Edwards 
declared an interest in item 13/i but declared that he did not consider it prejudicial and so elected to 
speak on the matter. 

967.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  The meeting was suspended for five minutes to allow public 
participation. Mr Jerry O’Keefe of the Gresford Allotments Association, addressed the Council for 
five minutes, concerning progress in the matter of the purchase of the allotment land from the 
University of Wales, and offering assistance from the Allotments Association and its members. A 
particular concern was the footpath at the side of the Allotments land which is owned by the 
University of Wales and forms part of the land.  The meeting resumed and the Chair proposed that 
item 9/ii on the agenda be brought forward for discussion as this related to the matter introduced by 
Mr O’Keefe. This was moved and AGREED. 

968. FINANCE COMMITTEE: UPDATE ON THE STATUS OF APPLICATION TO FORM CHARITY 
REGARDING ALLOTMENTS LAND PURCHASE: Councillor Edwards stated that the Charity and 
the Council should not be mixed as they are separate entities.  Councillor Harriman suggested the 
Council needs to consider the matter and how it is to be progressed regarding the purchase of the 
land.  The Clerk gave background concerning a recent discussion with the University of Wales 
and with the Solicitor appointed to deal with the Charitable status application. The Chair allowed 
Mr O’Keefe to speak briefly again on the matter. The Chair proposed that the solicitor at Allington 
Hughes currently appointed by the Council concerning other matters, should be asked to take on 
the issue of conveyancing of the land.  A vote was taken.   Councillor Brockhurst abstained. It was 
RESOLVED to appoint Allington Hughes to deal with the conveyancing of the purchase of the 
land, including relevant negotiations on the matter with the University of Wales.  

969. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 7th of October 
2021: The Minutes of the meeting held on the 7th of October 2021 were APPROVED as an 
accurate record.  

970. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES AND PROGRESS ON ACTIONS:  The Clerk 
advised on the Actions updated table. Councillor Jones enquired about the lighting issue. 
Councillor Harriman explained that a meeting had taken place with MEGA electrical, and 
clarification was being sought on an issue concerning column inspection work undertaken by 
MEGA and work that should have formed part of the LED replacement contract.  The invoice would 
not be paid until the matter has been resolved.  

971.  CRIME FIGURE REPORT AND POLICING MATTERS: PCSO Lawrence updated the meeting on 
various issues that had cropped up recently. PCSO Lawrence explained that shed break-ins are a 
common issue with the darker nights and residents are encouraged to ensure outbuildings are secure 
and to promote sensory lights.  Anti-social Behaviour around Marford has been a feature. A discussion 
took place including damage caused at Marford Park and how it can be curtailed, and culprits caught, 
vehicles acting suspiciously, and   the use of cameras and visibility. It was AGREED that the General 
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Amenities committee shall take forward the possibility of increased CCTV, and consider reducing the 
height of the hedge, along with WCBC who are currently responsible for the area.  PCSO Lawrence 
gave information about Community alerts, was thanked for her attendance, and left the meeting.   

972.  COMMUNITY AGENT’S REPORT:  The Community Agent had forwarded her report which was 
considered. It was noted that she had nominated Councillor Beryl Blackmore for an award with Age 
Connects Wales, for her work with the café, and this had been successful. Councillor B. Blackmore 
was congratulated for her achievement. Councillor Harriman expressed the view that the 
Community Agent role is now achieving a lot and it is good to know that the post is there to provide 
these services in the community. 

 TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON ONGOING MATTERS:  

i. Marford Play Area:  - A discussion took place about the siting of the newly installed picnic bench. 
There is a possibility of it needing to be moved.  The gate and the boundary have now completely 
rotted, and this has been reported again to the Education department. The Clerk advised on the 
revised draft terms received and it was AGREED that access to the field for the school shall be 
retained.  

ii. Gresford Health Centre: - The Clerk advised that letters had been sent to BCUHB but had not 
yet been responded to. The Clerk will chase these.  

iii.   Gresford Lake: - Councillor Bailey advised that IMAGE had agreed to potentially apply for and 
receive a grant that would be used to purchase the aerating pump suggested by the residents 
group. A query had been raised about the lake bequest money and whether this could be 
utilised.    

iv. Traffic Matters and Traffic lights: - Councillor Holmes gave an update and the matter was 
discussed.  

v. Facebook page and comments: - It was RESOLVED to minute that despite a request having 
been made to the resident who had in recent months made spurious allegations of bribery 
against the Council via Facebook, no apology had been received. It was noted that the Clerk 
had asked the Police to investigate the matter. The Police had found no evidence whatsoever 
to support the claims made, and the person making the claims had declined the opportunity to 
pass the information which he claimed to have, on to the police. The matter shall be considered 
closed. 

973. FINANCE COMMITTEE:  i) Staffing matters: Thanks were expressed for the work done by 
Councillor Jones regarding the recruitment procedure.  Councillor Jones gave an update and 
advised that the recommended appointment to the post of Clerk was Mrs Camilla Povey, who had 
been offered and had accepted the post, subject to the approval of the Council and references. 
Councillor Edwards proposed that the recommendation to appoint Mrs Povey be accepted; this was 
seconded and AGREED. Further information was given regarding the current Clerk’s finishing date 
and other practical matters. The Council were further informed that the Cemetery Assistant had 
given notice of her intention to leave post and a discussion took place about the recruitment 
procedure. Councillor Bailey as Chair of the Cemetery Committee would be involved in the 
recruitment procedure. Item 9.ii) had already been discussed iii) The Clerk and Councillor Jones 
gave an update on progress with the design of the new website. iv) The Clerk submitted a report 
related to the design of the new website, the Council’s domain name going forward, and the use of 
Councillors’ email addresses.  The matters contained in the report were discussed. Questions were 
raised about the set up and ongoing costs of a registered .gov.uk  domain name, and costs of 
associated email addresses. After discussion it was RESOLVED to pass the matter to the Finance 
Committee to discuss further and bring the matter back to the December meeting for a decision, 
provided that this did not incur additional costs. Action: Clerk to obtain further clarification on 
costs involved.  Councillor Jones took over as Chair to allow the Chair to resolve a technical issue. 
v) Approval was requested for the addition of a ‘strapline’ to the Community Council’s logo, being 
‘Gresford Community Council – working with you’ . Councillor Jones gave the background and 
reasoning for this request. After discussion it was RESOLVED to accept the recommended 
additional strapline to the Community Council’s logo. Councillor Dutton resumed the role of Chair.  
vi) Following the previous meeting, when an addition had been AGREED to the Financial 
Regulations, the Clerk had prepared and submitted the amended document for ratification by the 
Council. The amended document was APPROVED for adoption. 
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974. CEMETERY COMMITTEE: i) Councillor Bailey presented the minutes of the meeting of the 
Committee held on the 20th   of October 2021 and these were ACCEPTED. ii) The Committee 
recommended an amount of £936 to be spent on identified tree work, and this was APPROVED. 
iii) The Committee recommended an amount of £625 to be spent on work required to the boundary 
hedge, and this was APPROVED.  

975. GENERAL AMENITIES COMMITTEE:  Councillor Holmes advised on a quote received from the 
Grass cutting contractor to tidy up an area of   hedging and brush by the Chester Road entrance 
of Allington Park.  The cost would be £765. This was APPROVED. 

976. FINANCE: i. The following items of expenditure for November 2021 were APPROVED for payment.  

Date Payment To Reason Amount 

EXPENDITURE     

4.11.21 Serena Baxter NJC Salary   

4.11.21 Michelle Jones NJC Salary  

4.11.21 Ruth Thompson NJC Salary  

4.11.21 HMRC Monthly costs due  

4.11.21 Clwyd Pension Fund Monthly costs due  

4.11.21 Canda Copying  Printer hire cost 30.00 

4.11.21 Peoplesafe Staff monitoring 48.60 

4.11.21 SLCC Recruitment costs 126.00 

4.11.21 MEGA Electrical Inspection costs and report 3244.37 

4.11.21 David Ogilvie engineering Benches 4174.80 

4.11.21 Aubergine New website costs  2516.40 

4.11.21 NJW Grounds Maintenance Monthly grass cutting contract  924..00 

4.11.21 Bpd Signage for Cemetery 43.20 

4.11.21 Steve Pugh Gravedigging costs 85.00 

4.11.21 WCBC School crossing patrol 1st qtr. 1212.50 

4.11.21 Mrs Marion Williams Reimbursement for lake items 15.00 

4.11.21 Wellers Hedleys Costs of application to Charity 
commission, documents and advice 

1080.00 

4.11.21 Royal Images Print for Operation London bridge 92.40 

4.11.21 WCBC Cost of replacement swing seats 
Claypit lane.  

274.70 

4.11.21 Scottish Power Lighting Supply costs  262.02 

4.11.21 Viking Office and cemetery supplies 77.02 

4.11.21 J. Dutton Lake and bell items for maintenance 20.00 

4.11.21 Gresford Trust  Hire of rooms for interview 83.13 

7.10.21 BT CCTV costs 31.56 

 7.10.21 Vodafone Telephone costs 38.14 

    

ii) QUARTER 2 FINANCIAL STATEMENT: The Clerk submitted a report for consideration, 
concerning income and expenditure to the end of September 2021. Councillor Edwards proposed 
that the report be accepted in outline, and any queries were to be submitted to the Finance 
Committee, which would look at the report in more depth at its forthcoming meeting.  The report 
was ACCEPTED.  

977. APPLICATIONS RECEIVED UNDER THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (AS 
AMENDED): 

i. P/2021/ 0951: Erection of dwelling. Land adjacent to Quarry Rigg, Pant Lane, Gresford, 
Wrexham. No objections were raised.  

ii. P/2021/1020: Variation of condition 2 of Planning Permission P/2021/10455- to amend 
approved plans :1 Hawthorn Road, Marford, Wrexham. No objections were raised.  
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iii. P/2021/1044: Two storey and single storey extension to rear of house. New store to 
garden: 5 Oak Drive, Marford, Wrexham.  No objections were raised.  

iv.  P/2021/1050: Proposed new porch, single storey side extension and loft conversion lane end 
Wynnstay Lane, Marford, Wrexham. No objections were raised.  

978. MEMBER’S URGENT ANNOUNCEMENTS: Councillor Bailey raised a concern from IMAGE 
regarding the ongoing maintenance required to the Bell carving.  Councillor Dutton advised that 
this is being carried out with the assistance of WI Members. Councillor Edwards highlighted the 
Green Flag community award that had been achieved by Maes y Pant. Congratulations were 
forwarded to Maes y Pant. Councillor Dutton advised of the arrangements for the Remembrance 
Service and parade to take place on the 14th of November. Councillor Dutton also requested 
Council approval to sponsor a tree once again for the All-Saint’s Charity Appeal this year.  This 
was seconded and APPROVED.  Councillor Holmes asked for Approval to provide a hamper again 
this year for the street cleaner from Chair’s funds.  Councillor Holmes also advised on the 
programme of repairs to take place at the Gresford Trust building. Councillor Dutton raised a 
request made by a resident for a mirror to be placed on the Church railings on the corner with Pant 
Lane. This was considered and rejected due to the Community Council having no powers or 
insurance for Highway matters, and it was noted that Wrexham Council no longer supply them for 
these reasons.  

979. CORRESPONDENCE: Items of correspondence were tabled in a report for the month of October 
2021 and were NOTED.    Councillor B. Blackmore echoed a resident’s concern raised about 
parking near the Rofft school, and it was AGREED to ask the Police to carry out spot checks in 
this location.   

980. PART II ITEM FINANCE COMMITTEE: UPDATE ON RENEWAL OF LEASE AT ALLINGTON 
PARK:ii Councillor Holmes declared an interest in this item and left the meeting. Councillor 
Edwards asked for Council agreement to hold the meeting under Part II arrangements, for the 
reason of the commercial interests of the parties involved in this matter. This was AGREED. 

981. DATE, VENUE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING: The next meeting of the Community Council will be 

held on Thursday the 2nd of December 2021, will commence at 6.30 p.m. and will be held remotely. 

 

COUNCILLOR J. Dutton 

 

CHAIR ....................................................         DATE................................................ 

i)  This meeting took place remotely, using ‘Go To’ Meetings software, under the Local Government and Elections (Wales) 

Act 2021 (following The Local Authorities (Coronavirus)(Meetings)(Wales) Regulations 2020. )  which make provision for 
meetings to take place remotely. 

 
 

 

ii    It is, therefore, recommended that the press and public be excluded from the Meeting during consideration of the  

following item as it is likely that, if they were present, there would be disclosure to them of exempt information as 

  defined in Paragraph 14 of Part 4 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


