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DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL (HELD REMOTELYi) 
on the 7th of October 2021.   

Members Present:  Councillors A. Bailey, M. J. Edwards, J. Hobbley, K. Hobbley, J Holmes, J. Dutton, J. 
Jones, B. Blackmore, , M. Wilde, 

Also present: Ruth Thompson, Community Agent, Councillor R. Gilmartin (part)  

Chair: Councillor J. Dutton. 

Clerk: Serena Baxter. 

Apologies:  Councillors J. Blackmore, A Merry M. Harriman, PCSO. S. Lawrence 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

946. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Apologies were given by Councillors J. Blackmore, M. Harriman 
and A. Merry, and by North Wales Police.  

947. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Members were reminded that they should declare the existence 
and nature of any personal and or prejudicial interest on the form provided for this purpose for any item 
under discussion.  

948.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  There were no members of the public present.  

949. REPORT FROM BOROUGH COUNCILLOR MARFORD AND HOSELEY:  It was AGREED to 
bring forward item 13 on the agenda. Councillor Gilmartin gave an update concerning work to be 
carried out on the A483 and the concerns that had been raised about the impact on traffic through 
the village. He has liaised with Highways and with the Police, and measures will be put in place to 
counteract some of these impacts.   A discussion took place about the possible impacts of the 
work on the A483, and the monitoring to take place by the Police. Speeding had been identified 
at the bottom of Marford Hill, and Councillor Gilmartin asked if consideration could be given to 
moving one of the speed signs or an additional one to be purchased for this location. This was 
noted and it was AGREED the signs should remain where they are and enquiries to take place 
with the Unitary Authority regarding the funding of additional signs and the use of mobile signs.  
Councillor Gilmartin had chased WCBC for progress on Marford park. Councillor K. Hobbley raised 
an issue regarding potholes and the need for resurfacing at the top end of Vicarage Lane. Other 
points raised included the need for a contact point to remain in the centre of Wrexham, and 
whether anything is known about Community Speed watch restarting. The Chair thanked 
Councillor Gilmartin for his work in getting the road marking repainted in Marford and a discussion 
took place about the planned work   to reinstate the beacons in the zebra crossing. It was noted 
that reports of incidents need to be made by residents through the right channel which is 101.  
Councillor Gilmartin was thanked for his report and left the meeting. Councillor Wilde joined the 
meeting.  

950.  CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 2nd OF 
SEPTEMBER 2021: The Minutes of the meeting were APPROVED as an accurate record.  

951. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES AND PROGRESS ON ACTIONS:  The Clerk 
advised on the Actions updated table, and there were no matters arising.  

952.  CRIME FIGURE REPORT AND POLICING MATTERS: The update report sent by the PCSO was 
considered. There were no further comments.  

953.  COMMUNITY AGENT’S REPORT:   The Community Agent reported on the progress with the 
walking football and other initiatives, including Dementia Friends training, which is open to all 
Councillors, with the aim of establishing Gresford and Marford as a Dementia friendly village.   She 
was thanked for her report and left the meeting.  

  

954. TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON ONGOING MATTERS:  

i. Marford Play Area:  - The Clerk gave an update on the present situation, as reported recently to 
General Amenities Committee.  Items requested of WCBC to be put right remain outstanding. It 
had been decided to await a reply to the latest correspondence and then ask for a meeting to 
be held with WCBC to discuss. The Solicitor has been kept informed throughout.  
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ii. Gresford Health Centre: - A copy of a letter from BCUHB, received by and sent from S. Atherton   
M.P.  had been received and was discussed.  No reply had been received to the correspondence 
sent to BCUHB by the Clerk following the previous meeting.  A discussion took place in which 
queries were raised about the 61 responses that had apparently been received by AFD during 
the consultation- this was questioned. No mention had been made of the transport issues and 
those raised around Rossett surgery. It was noted that Gresford CC in its response to the 
consultation had disputed the figures being quoted by AFD. It was AGREED to write again to 
BCUHB pointing out these discrepancies and concerns about this process. 

iii.   Gresford Lake: - It was noted that the issues that had cropped up earlier in the year appeared 
to have been resolved.  A discussion took place about the willow tree and the piece of equipment 
requested by the lake volunteers to aerate the lake.   

iv. Traffic Matters and Traffic lights: - Much of the issue had already been discussed under the 
previous item with the Borough Councillor for Marford and Hoseley.  It was AGREED to put 
some information out to residents. A question was raised whether the lights and bus stop could 
now be moved to the original location. Action: Clerk to put information on website and 
enquire with WCBC . 

955. VACANCY FOR GRESFORD WEST WARD: This item was conducted under the procedure set out 
for Co-option, as advised by the Electoral department of WCBC. The Chair first asked for 
nominations for the three candidates put forward.    A proposal was given and seconded for Mrs A. 
Frank-Keyes. A proposal was given and seconded for Mr D. Brockhurst.  As two candidates from 
those applying had been proposed, a vote took place.  6 votes were given for   Mr Brockhurst, and 
4 given for Mrs Frank-Keyes.  The Chair declared that Mr Denzil Brockhurst be the new Community 
Councillor by co-option for Gresford West ward.  

956. CHAIR’S REPORT:  i) The Clerk advised that the inclusive roundabout had been inspected and a 
report made to WCBC, and no repair was required at this time. The roundabout will be monitored. 
ii) A discussion took place about recent remarks placed on Facebook which had alleged the serious 
crime of bribery. The Clerk reported that, following advice taken, the matter had been reported to 
the Police for investigation. The Police had reported back that after enquiring with the individual 
making the allegation, they not been presented with any evidence to support the alleged crime of 
bribery, and considered the matter closed.   After discussion, it was proposed, seconded and 
AGREED that a letter shall be sent by the Clerk, to the individual, asking for a retraction of the 
statement and an apology. Dependent upon the response, the Council will then consider putting out 
its own public statement on the matter. Action: Clerk. 

957. FINANCE COMMITTEE:  i) Councillor Edwards as Chair of the Committee, advised on the Minutes 
from the Committee meeting held on the 21st of September, and these were Noted. ii) The Clerk 
advised that the report of the External Auditor is still awaited. Councillor Edwards informed that the 
issues raised by the Internal Auditor in May 2020 concerning employment allowance, had been 
wholly dealt with and resolved at that time.   This was Noted.  Additional wording for the Financial 
regulations, to cover the matter of expenditure details appearing on the agenda had been proposed; 
these were read out and were Accepted. Action: Clerk to include on next agenda for adoption 
iii) The invoice for the Lighting work to be paid from reserves was discussed and it was AGREED 
to pay this providing the Lighting committee were satisfied when the matter is discussed with MEGA 
electrical.  iv)  It was reported to Council that the Clerk has put in a letter of resignation, and this 
has been accepted by the Chair on behalf of the Community Council.  Finance Committee had 
formed a staffing sub committee to take forward the recruitment process.  Thanks were expressed 
to Councillors Jones and Hobbley for the work done so far. A discussion took place on process, and 
it was AGREED that the Chair and Vice Chair shall be present on the shortlisting and interview 
panels. Councillor Bailey proposed the five sub committee members designated by Finance 
Committee to be the ones to take the process forward, this was seconded and AGREED. The Chair 
thanked the Clerk for the provision of additional material to assist the process.   Councillor J. 
Hobbley left the meeting. 
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958. GENERAL AMENITIES COMMITTEE: i) Councillor Holmes as Chair of the Committee, presented 

the minutes of the General Amenities Committee held on the 4th of October 2021, and these were 
Noted. ii) Councillor Holmes explained how the Clerk has endeavoured to obtain three quotes for 
the work at the top of the footpath at Allington Park, this is following work carried out that has 
proved to be defective.  Remedial work to this part of the path needs to be carried out urgently.  
iii)Quotes had also been obtained for the rest of the existing footpath, with a view to that being 
replaced in due course, and Councillor Holmes explained that this would be put forward as a 
budget expenditure in the next budget setting and would be requested from Reserves. It was 
RESOLVED to approve the expenditure for remedial works to the footpath as outlined at a cost of 
£2375. iv) Councillor Holmes advised of the recommendation to extend the grass cutting contract 
for the forthcoming year, in view of operational difficulties, and this was AGREED, in principle, 
providing the revised annual prices are not considered excessive.  Councillor Holmes gave 
an update following the lake clear up and advised that barley straw has been sourced to improve 
the lake conditions.  A solar panel aerator has been suggested by the residents of the lake and a 
discussion took place about how the Council might be able to fund this. v) Councillor Holmes 
outlined the policy on benches and proposed its adoption. This was seconded and AGREED for 
adoption  vi) Councillor Holmes outlined the revised policy on the Community Spotlight award 
scheme, and thanked Councillors Jones, J. Blackmore and B. Blackmore for their work.  After 
discussion it was RESOLVED to adopt the revised policy and to AGREE a budget of up to £500 
vii) Councillor Holmes outlined the communication received about the Queens Jubilee Beacon 
project which needs to be planned for, for 2022.  After discussion it was AGREED to pursue this 
and to make enquiries of Gwersyllt Community Council. Councillor O’Grady apologised and left 
the meeting. Councillor Bailey updated on the Christmas tree and carols around the tree event. 
Councillor Dutton updated on the installation of the Tommies.  

959. REQUEST FROM CEMETERY ASSISTANT TO APPROVE COSTS OF £85 OR LESS TO 
PROVIDE ALUPANEL SIGNS IN CEMETERY.  This was proposed., seconded and APPROVED. 
Councillor Wilde remarked on the favourable appearance of the Cemetery and asked for 
compliments to be passed to the Cemetery Assistant and the grass cutting contractor.  

960. FINANCE: i. The following items of expenditure for October 2021 were APPROVED for 
payment.  

Date Payment To Reason Amount 

EXPENDITURE     

7.10.21 S. Pugh Gravedigging costs 275.00 

7.10.21 Councillor J. Dutton Reimbursement for Chair fund items 22.99 
7.10.21 Gresford Trust  Room hire Community Agent 8.50 
7.10.21 TWM Traffic control systems Provision of Traffic speed signs 5419.80 
7.10.21 Alan's Skip hire Costs associated to Community Agent 

initiative 
492.00 

7.10.21 Northalls Ltd Repair to gate Allington Park 114.00 
7.10.21 Scottish Power  Lighting supply 270.74 
7.10.21 Wrexham County Borough 

Council 
Repairs to play equipment 293.47 

7.10.21 G. Thomas PAT testing Christmas lights 15.00 
7.10.21 NJW grounds maintenance  Grass cutting and grounds 

maintenance 
1032.00 

7.10.21 M. Jones  NJC Salary   
7.10.21 R. Thompson NJC Salary  
7.10.21 S. Baxter NJC Salary  
7.10.21 HMRC Monthly costs due  
7.10.21 Clwyd Pension Fund Monthly costs due  
7.10.21 BT CCTV costs 31.56 
 7.10.21 Vodafone Telephone costs 38.14 



236 

 
961. APPLICATIONS RECEIVED UNDER THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (AS 

AMENDED): 
i. P/2021/ 0782: new Pitched roof over entrance and pitched roof with vaulted ceiling over dining 

room: Springfield cottage, Marford Hill, Marford, Wrexham. No objections were raised. 
ii. P/2021/0898 : Demolish existing single storey and two storey  flat roof extension , proposed 

construction of two storey rear extension, garage and car port: Poplar cottage, Vicarage lane,  
Gresford, Wrexham.  No objections were raised. A concern was raised that a drovers trail 
alongside the property may be encroached upon. Action: Clerk will raise concern.  

962. MEMBER’S URGENT ANNOUNCEMENTS: No urgent announcements were raised.   

963. CORRESPONDENCE: Items of correspondence were tabled in a report for the month of 
September 2021 and were NOTED.    It was AGREED that regarding the consultation document 
on Wrexham Public Service Board, Councillors could respond as individuals if they wished.  

964. DATE, VENUE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING: The next meeting of the Community Council will be 
held on Thursday the 4th of November 2021, will commence at 6.30 p.m. and will be held remotely. 

 

COUNCILLOR J. Dutton 

 

CHAIR ....................................................         DATE................................................ 

i)  This meeting took place remotely, using ‘Go To’ Meetings software, under the Local Government and 
Elections (Wales) Act 2021 (following The Local Authorities (Coronavirus)(Meetings)(Wales) Regulations 
2020. )  which make provision for meetings to take place remotely. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


