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CEMETERY COMMITTEE 
 

Meeting held 13th July 2021 

Present: Councillors A. Bailey (Chair), M. Harriman, J. Holmes, B. Blackmore.  
 
S. Baxter (Clerk) M. Jones (Assistant) 

Apologies: J Blackmore K. Hobbley 

Absent:  J. Hobbley  

 

MINUTES: 
1. It was noted that an inspection of the Cemetery had taken place by those present prior to the 

start of the meeting.  
2. Apologies:  Apologies were given and accepted.  

3. Councillors were advised regarding Declarations of interest. There were no members of the 
public present.  

4. The Minutes of the previous meeting, held on the 2nd of March 2021, were moved and 
accepted as a true record. There were no matters arising. 

5. Update from Cemetery Assistant on current issues:  The Cemetery Assistant advised on 
progress in contacting graveowners where the memorial had been deemed unsafe. Fifteen 
memorials will need to be made safe by laying flat.  Two quotations had been obtained and it 
was AGREED to go ahead with the quotation from Mossfords. This to be reported in retrospect 
to the September meeting of the Council, the work is necessary on health and safety grounds. 
A new sign has been obtained for the toilet.  Quotations are in the process of being sought for 
the removal of spoil. The Clerk minuted that it is very difficult at the present time to obtain 3 
quotations as contractors are very busy but 3 quotations have been sought. A further issue is 
insurance and making sure they have a waste operative’s license.  A discussion took place 
about the need to renew signage for the gates and noticeboard. The Clerk and Cemetery 
Assistant to liaise over this. From the previous meeting the issue of the bench that was raised 
has been investigated and found to be sound and fixed.  There has been a spike in interest in 
pre purchased grave plots. It was AGREED that a deadline shall be put on applicants to 
confirm their interest within a month of initial enquiry.  The Cemetery Assistant advised an 
approximate projection of 10 –5 years’ worth of grave space.  However Cremated remains 
may have less and it is important to look at where space can be freed. A discussion took place 
about a previous proposal to create a footpath along the boundary. This might be needed but 
could also impinge on space that could be available for  grave / remains space. To be 
discussed on the agenda at the next meeting.  

6. Memorial Inspection and progress: This had been noted in the Cemetery Assistant’s 
update. 

7. Progress with Footpath repairs:  The Clerk advised that she is in the process of obtaining 
quotations for repairs to the cemetery paths, along with a footpath at Allington Park. Two 
quotations had so far been obtained. Following the previous meeting a specification has been 
drawn up.  
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8. Follow up on recommendations from the Eco survey: The recommendations were 
revisited. These were discussed. It was AGREED to try to obtain some bat boxes and bird 
boxes for next Spring. To contact NWWLT for the possible deployment of wildlife cameras. It 
was suggested that All Saints school could be involved in making boxes.  The Clerk and 
Councillor Bailey advised of grant that can be obtained form Places for Nature.  

9. Tree Planting following removal of trees. Suggestions were made regarding the replanting 
of trees. (North Wales Wildlife Trust, Queens Green canopy, God’s Little Acre) It was noted 
that some of the trees need reinspecting. Action: Clerk to arrange for reinspection and consult 
with WCBC./  

10. Grant to reinstate older memorials. The Clerk had tried to make contact with Cheshire west 
and Chester Cemeteries but had not received a response. 

11. Cemetery lease: This was discussed and is ongoing. A solicitor from WCBC has been in 
touch. Clerk will continue to chase.  

12. Cemetery Boundary:  A meeting had been held with Mr and Mrs Dutton, neighbouring 
landowners, and actions agreed in respect of the boundary.  Broken iron fencing is to be 
removed, and clearance of the east boundary to allow access to improve stock fencing to take 
place in the   Autumn. 

13. Future Budget Requirements: It was agreed that future budget requirements will include an 
amount for Tree, hedge and bush maintenance, and replanting, spoil removal and the benches 
will also require regular maintenance., in addition to the repairs to footpaths.  

14. Next Meeting:  The next meeting of the Committee is 20th October 2021  


