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Cemetery Committee 

 

Meeting of Gresford Community Council Cemetery Committee held on 15th of February 2022 at 
6pm via Zoom 

 

MINUTES  

 
Present: Councillors A. Bailey (Chair), M. Harriman, J. Holmes, K. Hobbley, J. Hobbley. C. Povey 
(Clerk), M. Jones (Cemetery Assistant), S. Harris (observing). 
Absent:  Councillor B.Blackmore 

 
1.  Welcome and Apologies 

A welcome was made. There were no apologies received.  
2.  Declaration of Interests 

No declarations of personal and/or prejudicial in items on the agenda were made. 
3.  Minutes of the previous meeting held 20th October 2021 and matters arising 

The Minutes of the previous meeting held 20th October 2021 were accepted as a true record.  

a) Footpath repairs 
      Councillor Holmes reported that the previous Clerk had experienced difficulties obtaining 

suitable quotes; only one had been suitable and the auditor had said it was in order to 
proceed with this. The quote had been for £4,250.00. A meeting on site with the contractor 
was yet to take place. A sample of the proposed pathway surface had been left on site, to 
the left of the cemetery shelter. The quote remained to be put before the Full Council. The 
contractor has been recommended by the Streetwise department at WCBC 
A concern was raised regarding obtaining requisite quotes for works and, in particular, in 
what circumstances might fewer quotes be adequate? It was queried whether Wrexham 
County Borough Council, or clerks in the local network, might be able to assist in providing 
an approved list of contractors. 
It was suggested by the Chair of the committee that progress with footpath repairs needs 
to the reviewed in light of this information. 

b) Recommendations from Eco survey - plan of action and responsibilities 
      The Chair reported that he would be meeting on site with the representative of the North 

Wales Wildlife Trust who carried out the report. 
c) Tree work and Cemetery boundary 
      The tree work has been carried out with the contractor to return to grind the stumps within 

the next couple of weeks. It was discussed that, in relation to cuttings left on site, future 
quotes must provide for their chipping on site or removal. It was suggested that current 
clippings may be able to be put to some good use, which will be considered. 

      A Councillor expressed concern about the visual impact of recent works with reassurance 
given with reference to the environmental survey, that it would look better in a year. 
The Cemetery Assistant reported that she has been unable to obtain a quote for removal of 
spoil and that this is now required and suggested this become an action for the 
replacement Assistant clerk. 
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      The Chair was asked to provide dates for any meetings arranged. 

d) Cemetery Lease  
Councillors discussed the draft lease and raised various concerns about it. In summary, they 
noted the need for clarification of the term, having regard to the years already occupied, 
the rent and payment of this, rights and responsibilities of the lease and the contact details 
for service.  
It was noted that a lease plan is awaited, and the situation with the access road needs 
clarification and discussion, as does the ability to grant a seasonal grazing licence. It was 
reported that there is a public right of way over the road.   
The Clerk confirmed that queries have been raised and, following the Clerk’s 
recommendation the Community Council, it had RESOLVED to request a full report on the 
lease from their solicitors in due course as this matter remains ongoing. 

e) Future budget requirements 
Councillors discussed planning and obtaining quotes for future works and the difficulties 
caused by delay between obtaining estimates for proposed works and being ready to 
proceed with the work. It was suggested that in the next site meeting that Councillors 
consider works with reference to an immediate and medium-to-long term plan, and that 
past trends in budgeting and spending should reviewed in order to plan ahead.  
A request was made for an itemised view of the Cemetery budget for review at the next 
meeting. It was noted that grants may be available and suggested that the environmental 
impact of contracts be considered, with possible assistance from relevant agencies.  

4.  Update from Cemetery Assistant 

The Cemetery Assistant reported:- 

a) Cemetery maintenance update 

The tree work has been completed and arrangements made for contractors to return to 
stump grind.  The hedge has been cut back hard, to improve its growth and this has made 
more ground available.   

A discussion took place regarding how the metal railings could be removed and how the 
cost of this met by the value of the railings. 

Signs have been on the cemetery gate and fence, including high wind warnings. A councillor 
queries whether there was a high wind policy and the Chair confirmed that as with Maes y 
Pant the public are advised to head the warning signs. The spoil heap was reported as last 
having been removed in 2018 at a cost of £1,100.00. 

b) Review of cemetery fees and charges 
The current local authority fees were provided as a reference point. It was explained that 
Community Council fees remain higher than WCBC fees despite the WCBC increase in fees. 
A robust discussion took place about whether to increase fees in line with the last WCBC 
percentage increase or their anticipated future increase. Various rationales and alternatives 
were debated before Councillors RESOLVED to defer this. 

5.  Date of next meeting 

It was agreed that there should be three meetings next year in June or July, September and 
February on a date and at a time to be suggested and agreed at the Full Council meeting. 

  

Meeting closed 19.12 


