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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL GENERAL 

AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD REMOTELY ON 28 FEBRUARY 2022 AT 6PM. 

Present: Councillors: B. Blackmore, J. Jones, A. Bailey, J. Holmes, J. Dutton, W. O’Grady 

(part), J Jones, B. Blackmore (part). 

Chair: Councillor J. Holmes.  

Clerk: C.Povey 

1. Welcome and Apologies  

The Chair welcomed councillors there were no apologies. 

2. Declarations of Interest 

Councillors were reminded of the need to declare an interest in any matters under 

discussion. 

3. Minutes of meeting held 4th October 2022 

The minutes of the meeting 4th October 2021 were approved.  

4. Play Area Inspections 

i. Renewal of contract for 2022/2023- The renewal of the existing contract with 

Wrexham County Borough Council was discussed and considered. It was 

agreed that the Service Level Agreement for 2022- 2023  should be entered 

into at a cost of £5,296 per year and recommended for acceptance by the 

council.  

ii. Signage for Playgrounds – It was accepted that Councillor J Jones would 

review and make enquiries regarding more playground appropriate signage 

for the parks – still cost effective and compliant. 

5. Renewal of Grass cutting contract 

The existing contract was discussed.  It was noted that although it has been renewed 

before on account of covid restrictions, it had been agreed that in all the current 

circumstances it would be beneficial to continue with the existing contract so long as 

there was no more than a limited increase in cost.  As cost have not increased it was 

agreed to continue with the existing contract at a cost of £295 plus vat for the 

Cemetery and £90 plus vat for Allington Park. 

6. Marford Play area 

i. Progress on Lease –The clerk has been in contact with all parties and 

requested a response to  the councils outstanding queries and will continue to 

follow this up. 

7. Allington Park  

i. Replanting of trees – There was no progress to report. 

ii. Update on footpath progress – The footpath work has been completed. 

iii. Repairs to fencing – Councillor Holmes has met the previous contractor on 

site and received an estimate for the cost of suggested repair ahead of 

considering alternatives such as a stile. A discussion took place and it was 

suggested that in light of the regular expense of repair – approximately £500 

per time – replacing the fence with more appropriate vertical fencing should 

be explored. 

iv. Clerk reported a request by the scouts to install a smart meter via the internet 

at the scout hut. It was agreed to recommend that the community council 

accept this. 
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8. Bench by Marford Noticeboard 

It was reported that the path contractor provided a rough estimate of £1700 to set the 

bench on a plinth and provide a tarmac path to follow the foot used by pedestrians 

bench. Councillor Holmes would look to secure additional quotes. 

9. Access to Marford Notice Board 

This was reported in the last item. 

10. Gresford Lake 

Barley straw has been ordered in order to grow aquatic plants The large size of the 

order was queried and this would be clarified. An invitation has been extended to the 

local resident providing his assistance to the project to speak with the council about 

his plans. Councillor Blackmore has conducted a satisfactory risk assessment and 

sought input from a resident who had no concerns regarding the lake.   

11. Community Spotlight 

It was reported that the Community Spotlight initiative is ready to be promoted ahead 

of this the result being announced in June. 

12. Queen’s Jubilee Beacons 

It was discussed and noted that there does not appear to be anyone taking part 

locally. It was queried whether the bell tower may consider putting up alight. 

Action: Clerk to raise an enquiry. 

13. Future projects for maintenance and improvements 

The following were raised; 

i. Replacement fences as discussed in 7.iii. 

ii. A lighting column for independent lighting supply for Christmas. 

Councillor Blackmore left the meeting. 

iii. Outdoor table tennis – Councillor Dutton to review. 

iv. Oak tree – It was discussed and agreed that costings would be sought for a 

mature oak tree sapling and protective fencing ready for planting September 

or October. 

v. Potential cost of moving a picnic bench at Marford park- It was reported this 

possibility had been raised but following discussion with the inspector on site 

it was clarified and accepted that a cost may be incurred if removal be 

requested following the annual inspection. 

14. Date and time of next meeting 

It was suggested that General amenities meetings should be arranged at least 2 

weeks before a full council meeting. 

Meeting closed at 19.05 

 


