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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD 

REMOTELY  ON 7 JULY 2022 

Members Present:  Councillors Abram, Bailey, Cruz, Ellis, Brockhurst, Edwards, Harriman,  
Hobbley J, Hobbley K, Holmes (joined at 18.45) and Jones. 
Chair: Councillor J Jones. 
Clerk: Mr S Jones (Locum), Mrs C Povey. 
Also present: WCBC Cllr Jeremy Kent, Mr S Harris, Assistant Clerk 
Apologies: Councillors W. O’Grady and B Blackmore, and Mrs R Thompson, Community Agent. 
 

Public Participation Session 
There were two members of the public present. 
 

Minute 
number 

Minute Detail 

1105.  
 

To receive Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from Cllrs O’Grady and Blackmore, and from Mrs Thompson, 
Community Agent. 

1106.  Declaration of Acceptance of Office – the Chair confirmed that three newly co-opted 
Councillors (Abram, Cruz and Ellis) had made their declarations in her presence on 
16th June 2022 and had also signed their written declarations. Councillors noted the 
declarations and welcomed their new colleagues. 

1107.  Declarations of Interest 

J. Holmes Agenda 10d Allington Park lease Prejudicial Interest 

    

If the interest declared is Prejudicial the member leaves the room and takes no part 
in discussion or votes on any resolution. 

1108.  Public Participation 
One resident and a representative of One Voice Wales were present to make 
presentations to the Council (Agenda 14a and 14b). 

1109.  It was agreed to address Items 14 a, b, c and d – Climate Emergency – at this point 
to enable visitors to leave after their presentations if they so wished. 

1110.  Dispensation re Declaration of Acceptance of Office – Cllr Roberts has been ill and 
unable to declare. A motion to postpone the receipt of a signed Acceptance of Office 
from Cllr. Roberts until the next Full Council meeting on Thursday 4th August 2022 on 
grounds of ill health was put to the meeting. The motion for dispensation was 
carried. 

1111.  Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting held 9 June 2022 
Councillors unanimously resolved to accept that the Minutes of the Meeting of the 
Council held on the 9 June 2022 be signed as a correct record. 

1112.  Matters arising from Previous Minutes and Action Update for May/June 
a) Action update – contents were noted. No issues were raised, or questions asked. 
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b) Marford Play Area - maintenance of hedges/progress of lease (Minute 1086c) –
to note that the hedge in Marford Play Area was cut and has since been cut again. 
Hedges trimmed a little but are in need of serious attention. Cllrs Blackmore, 
Holmes and Jones have met with Dafydd Ifans of WCBC Education Department. A 
new tree survey is to be undertaken. Hopes are now higher that the issues re the 
lease can be progressed. 

c) Gresford Lake (Minute 1102bii) – Allington Hughes have been instructed to take 
the matter of registration of title forward. Their assessment of cost for the 
process is £600 plus VAT. Council had previously agreed a guide budget of £500. It 
was agreed that the budget for this purpose be increased to £600. 

1113.  Reports – to receive and consider the following reports: 
a) Crime Figure Report and Policing Matters – statistics on the police website 

are still only showing April results. An eMail from PCSO Lisa-Marie Davies had 
been received. Councillors noted her apology at not being able to attend and 
acknowledged that the PCSO force is currently very stretched. A Cllr wished to 
know if regular patrols in the area of Carthagena Road were to be reinstated. 
Chair to eMail PSCO and seek further information. ASB in respect of some 
planters put in place by IMAGE was reported – this needs to be reported so 
that it is logged by the police. A Cllr agreed to make a report to the police via 
101 and the WCBC website. 

b) Community Agent’s report – noted with thanks. A possible activity re 
maintaining village planters as part of Dementia-Friendly village initiative was 
reported. 

c) Assistant Clerk’s report – noted with thanks. 
d) Borough Councillors’ reports:  

i. Gresford East and West – Cllr Kent reported that he has 88 items in his 
spreadsheet of issues raised by residents. He gave an overview on three key 
areas of current work: 
 Alyn Family Doctors – it appears that the application to stop providing 

GP services in Gresford has been withdrawn, and that the Health Board 
has asked AFD to ‘think again’. Cllr Kent has arranged for Sam 
Rowlands, MS for North Wales Area, to ask a ‘Business’ question on this 
matter in The Senedd – he is trying to get it raised at every level, and 
will continue to do so. The issue of Health Centre signage in Llay (lack 
of) was raised – still nothing has been done; it will continue to be 
chased. 

 Gresford Roundabout – talks are ongoing between WCBC and the 
North Wales Trunk Road Agency. Cllr Kent remains hopeful that the 
layout of the roundabout road markings will be improved – he hopes 
they will consult with residents – chasing the WCBC officer involved, but 
things are moving somewhat slowly. 

 No 7 Chester Road – the owner has been contacted and has until 15th 
July to clear up the area; if this is not done he will be served with a s215 
Notice. The possibility of a compulsory purchase order being made by 
WCBC may be back on the table. 

Councillors thanked Cllr Kent for his efforts and for keeping the Council 
informed. 

ii. Marford and Hoseley – Cllr Blackmore - please see report in Essentials Mag. 
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1114.  Finance 
a) To receive the Minutes of the Finance Committee of 22 June 2022 – these were 

accepted and agreed as a true record. 
b) Request for funding from Offa Community Council – a proposal to accept the 

recommendation of the Finance Committee that Offa Community Council be 

awarded £500 towards their Welch Fusiliers’ project was made and carried by a 

majority vote. 

c) Financial Regulations (amended) – these were received, and updates were 
noted; they were adopted by the Council. 

d) Allington Park Lease renewal – Cllr Holmes had declared an interest in this item 
and left the meeting at 20.08 before it was put to the Council.  
The point was made, and emphasised, that this Council values the Hall very 
highly, and that any funds awarded to the Trust, linked to a renewed Allington 
Park lease, must be solely for the upkeep, maintenance and enhancement of the 
hall as it is of utmost importance that we retain a large village hall for the benefit 
of the community.  
 

Two possible options, negotiated with Trust representatives, were brought 
forward by the Finance Committee for consideration by the Council:  
i. that the lease should be renewed at a peppercorn rent with an annual s137 

grant of £5,000 a year being made to the Hall by the Council;  
ii. that the lease should be renewed at a rent of £5,000 per annum for the 

duration of the lease period (and no grant).  
The Trust had expressed a preference for the second option as this provided 
funding certainty, going forward, as this Council cannot ‘tie the hands’ of any 
future Council in respect of the awarding of a grant for the entire life of the 
proposed lease. 
 

The aim of this discussion was to establish the principle favoured by the Council. 
The options were discussed. Option (i) related to the use of s137 grant funding; 
however, it was pointed out that Powers relating specifically to community 
centres and village halls are available for use: 
 Community Centres: Power to provide and equip community buildings (s133 

of the Local Govt Act 1972).  
 Community Centres: Power to provide buildings for use of clubs having 

athletic, social or educational objectives (Local Govt (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1976, s19). 

 Public buildings and village halls: Power to provide buildings for offices and 
for public meetings and assemblies (Local Govt Act 1972, section 133).  

This being the case, the Council is required to use one of these relevant Powers 
and not s137 funding.   
 

After full discussion, it was proposed that GCC representatives put to Trust 
representatives that the lease should be renewed at a peppercorn rent, on 
similar terms to the existing lease, and that a specific GCC budget line for a 
Precept Payment of £5,000 should be established – this amount to be reviewed 
from time-to-time as part of the Council’s usual budget-setting processes - using 
the Community Centres Power, under s133, for the upkeep and maintenance of 
the Hall. The Council would require some sort of annual report – details to be 
specified – which enables GCC to see how its funding has been used for the 
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benefit specifically of the Hall itself and, thereby, the people of Gresford and 
Marford. This proposal was carried by majority vote. 
Cllr Holmes re-joined the meeting after this item at 20.25. 

1115.  a) List of payments delegated to be made by Clerk prior to the meeting ‐ the list 
was received, reviewed and accepted. 

b) FairFX pre‐paid credit card – the Locum Clerk explained how this card works. It 
costs £10 for the card to be issued – nothing further. This card will render the use 
of personal credit cards unnecessary. Agreed that the Clerk should go ahead and 
set this up in the name of Mrs C Povey only, in the first instance. It was also 
agreed that the card should be kept topped-up in the sum of £500. 

c) Scribe accounting system – this system is specifically aimed at Community 
Councils and is approved by Audit Wales. It costs £450 per year. It would greatly 
streamline the budget processes currently managed mainly by use of 
spreadsheets. Agreed that the Clerk should arrange a demonstration as soon as 
possible. 

d) Brightpay payroll software solution ‐ this software costs £90 a year. It would 
greatly streamline the payroll processes currently managed using HMRC Basic 
Tools. Agreed that the Clerk should arrange a demonstration as soon as 
possible. 

e) To approve Payments for Approval for June 22 – these were reviewed and 
approved.   

1116.  Terms of Reference ‐ the documents were discussed and it was agreed that Sections 
2 and 4 should be the same for all Committees. The suggested inclusion of a fifth 
section setting out delegation to Committees was rejected. In relation to identified 
anomalies between practice and Terms of Reference, it was agreed that: 
 all Committees should have a Vice-Chair; 
 the term of office for Committee Chairs should be five years; 
 the number of Committee members in all cases should not exceed a maximum of 

seven (with effect from the 2023 Annual Meeting).  
Agreed that the revised Terms of Reference should now be reviewed by individual 
Committees in respect of Sections 1 and 3, which are specific to each Committee 
alone. Any changes to be reported to Full Council. 
21.00: the meeting having now lasted for 2.5 hours, and with business still to be 
covered, Standing Orders were moved for continuation for a further half hour. 

1117.  Schedule of committee meeting dates – Councillors were informed that the dates 
discussed last month have now been inputted into the website calendar of meetings. 
A visual representation of the entire year is also on the website. 

1118.  Climate Emergency 
a) Gresford Lake – Local resident Mr Mark Fleming gave a brief overview of the 

Friends of the Lake group which a number of Councillors belong to – an informal 
group of residents who care about the lake and are involved in trying to improve 
its health. This group has a Facebook presence and has met once in person. He 
presented a paper outlining some of the problems afflicting our lake and setting 
out three key goals for starting to put things right. The starting point is a 
professional assessment of the lake on a range of aspects to ascertain where the 
problems lie and what the solutions might be. It will then be possible to start to 
prioritise necessary steps and to cost these, prior to looking for grant funding - a 
comprehensive and professional assessment will be key to attracting funding of 
this nature. The Council thanked Mr Fleming for all his work in relation to the lake 
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and is grateful for the efforts and dedication of residents over the years. It was 
proposed and agreed that the Council provide a budget of up to £1,500 to pay 
for this professional assessment. One company has already been recommended 
and others were suggested. At least two quotes – and three if possible – will be 
obtained prior to commissioning this piece of work which will come under the 
auspices of the General Amenities Committee and will, therefore, be capable of 
feeding into, and working in tandem with, other climate initiatives covered in 
items b and c, below.   

b) Rachel Carter, Local Places for Nature Officer, OVW – Rachel delivered a very 
interesting presentation about the Local Places for Nature (LPfN) schemes, their 
objectives, and the funding that might be available to enable those objectives to 
be achieved. Agreed that we need to meet with Rachel and local representatives 
of LPfN to look in more detail at possibilities. 

c) GCC Climate Emergency response (Cllr Bailey) – a paper setting out an outline 
plan for consulting with residents was received and its contents noted. The 
Locum Clerk pointed out that there is a national Great Big Green Week in 
September which it might be useful to tap into to give local efforts a focus and a 
link into national activity. It was agreed that the plan received should be taken to 
the General Amenities Committee for a more detailed discussion and, perhaps, a 
sub-committee will need to be set up to move this forward. 

d) Lake leaflets – both leaflets were approved. A small typographical error was 
noted, which will be corrected. 

1119.  Member’s urgent announcements and requests for future meeting items  
a) Aldi vans getting stuck, and holding up traffic, on bend near Church House – 

agreed to write to Aldi, Llay, to ask that their vans avoid this route in future. 

1120.  Correspondence 
a) From resident re. the condition of the bench in Narrow Lane (via Facebook) – 

thanking GCC and Narrow Lane neighbours for swift resolution of the problem - 
noted. 

b) From resident re planter at junction of Annefield/Chester Road obscuring view 
for drivers turning left (via Cllr Kent). Referred to IMAGE – the plant which was 
obscuring sightlines has been removed by person unknown. Chair to contact 
resident to see if this unfortunate incident has, in fact, resolved the issue. 

c) From resident – re overflowing bin in Marford Community Centre car park (by 
eMail via Cllr Blackmore). Chair to contact resident to explain we have no 
jurisdiction in this matter but that the WCBC Environmental Department ought to 
be able to help. 

d) From resident re. planning application P/2022/0510 (on June’s agenda) (by 
eMail). Chair to contact resident and explain that the contents of her eMail have 
been considered and noted. 

1121.  Planning application requests 
Councillors considered the following Planning application requests received under 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) and agreed to make the following 
comments to WCBC Planning Authority: 
a) Planning Application P/2022/0531 ‐ Valid From 08/06/2022  

9, Pant Olwen, Gresford, LL12 8ES ‐ single storey side extension. No objection. 
b) Planning Application P/2022/0563 ‐ Valid From 17/06/2022  

All Saints Church, Clappers Lane, LL12 8RW ‐ works to trees in Gresford 
Conservation Area. No objection – happy to be guided by Tree Officer. 

https://greatbiggreenweek.com/
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c) Planning Application P/2022/0557 ‐ Valid From 27/06/2022  
43, Bodwyn Crescent, Gresford, Wrexham, LL12 8NQ ‐ two storey side extension. 
No objection – though given proximity to adjoining building surprised if there 
are not privacy issues here. 

d) Planning Application P/2022/0588 ‐ Valid From 24/06/2022 42,  
Annefield Park, Gresford, LL12 8NR ‐ removal of tree protected by tree 
preservation order WCBC 156. The Council is very distressed at the prospect 
that this outstanding tree is at risk. We respect the professional judgement of 
the Tree Officer but would ask that every possible effort be made to try to find 
a way to retain it. 

e) Planning Application P/2022/0589 ‐ Valid From 24/06/2022  
Abbeystead, Pant Lane, Gresford, LL12 8HB ‐ new front porch and replacement 
roof. No objection. 

f) Planning Application P/2022/0584 ‐ Valid From 23/06/202  
32, Whiteway Drive, Gresford, LL12 8HW ‐ single storey rear extension. No 
objection 

g) Planning Application P/2022/0600 ‐ Valid From 29/06/2022  
Police Station, Chester Road, Gresford, LL12 8NT ‐ change of use of police station 
to a day nursery. The Council acknowledged the efforts the applicant had gone 
to try to address the parking and traffic issues which were stated in relation to 
an application (which was refused). However, it seems that these new 
proposals are unenforceable and the Council believes that the same traffic and 
highways problems remain, and we object for these reasons. 

1122.  Date, Venue and Time of next meeting - to confirm date and time of the next 
Meeting on 4th August 2022 at 6.30pm via Zoom. 

Meeting closed at 9.30pm 
 

CHAIR:  J H Jones                                      DATE: 8th July 2022 

Councillor J Jones 
 
*This meeting took place remotely, using Zoom software, under the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 
2021 (following The Local Authorities (Coronavirus)(Meetings)(Wales) Regulations 2020) which make provision for 
meetings to take place remotely. 

 

 


