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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL GENERAL 

AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD REMOTELY  20 July 2022 6.30pm 

Members Present:  Councillors A. Bailey, K. Hobbley, J. Holmes, J. Jones, Z. Cruz, A. Ellis, E. Abram 
(part) 
Chair: Councillor J Holmes 
Clerk: C. Povey 
Apologies: Councillor W. O’Grady 

Minute 
number 

Minute Detail 

1. Welcome and Apologies 
The Chair welcomed all to the meeting.  Apologies were given and accepted from Councillor 
W. O’Grady.

2. Declarations of Interest  
There were no declarations made. 

3. Election of Chair 
Councillor Holmes was nominated, accepted nomination, and was elected Chair of the
Committee.

4. Election of Vice-Chair 
Councillor A. Ellis was nominated, accepted nomination, and was elected as Vice-Chair of
the Committee.

5. Minutes of meeting held 28th February 2022 
Minutes of the General Amenities Committee of 28 February 2022 were considered and
approved as a true record subject to an amendment of the record of attendance as 
Councillor J. Dutton’s attendance had been recorded twice. Matters arising were reported 
under other agenda items. 

6. Committee Terms of Reference 
a) Review
Cllr Jones introduced the draft Terms of Reference of the committee and reported that
section 2 and 4 had been agreed by the full council at the previous full council meeting.
Councillor A. Ellis joined the meeting.
The provisions of the Terms of Reference provided ahead of the meeting were discussed in
detail before the following alterations and amendments were AGREED.

3.3 To monitor the Amenities budget, and to make recommendations for 
expenditure to either the Finance Committee or Full Council as appropriate. 

3.3 It was agreed that 3.3 should be split into two separate points. 

3.4 The Committee will recommend to the Finance Committee an appropriate 
budget for the next financial year. 

3.5 To communicate with residents by submitting news and information for 
inclusion in village publications, social media, the Council’s website and 
noticeboards. (This was amended to include social media). 

3.6 To inform and undertake consultation as considered necessary on any proposed 
developments/improvements to promote the aims of the community. 

3.13 It was agreed to remove 'To arrange any environmental exposition, where
required, to promote the aims of the Council.' It was noted that the purpose
was not clear and source unknown. 
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3.14 After a discussion about the historic purpose and origins of the current 
Lighting Committee it was agreed that this should remain in the Terms of
Reference pending clarification at Community Council level of delegation of
the role and responsibilities of the existing Lighting Committee. 

3.15 It was agreed that reference to environment should be included in 3.15. 

3.16 The provision to arrange for the provision of Christmas tree and decorations, 
as required was removed as this was agreed to be covered in 3.17.

3.17 'To oversee the organisation of Community Council involvement in
community events, activities and seasonal/topical ventures.' (This was
amended to make it more generic.) 

Action: Councillor Jones will draft a revise Term of Reference including suggested 
wording for 3.15. 

b) Setting up an Events Sub-Committee
c) Setting up an Environment Sub-Committee.
A discussion took place about the suggested sub-committees. Councillors discussed the 
general purpose for suggesting setting up these groups, including non-members where 
appropriate, primarily to provide more practical support to projects. Councillors and 
considered whether these groups should be working groups or sub-committees with their 
own defined terms of reference, clerked meetings with published minutes.
Events Working Group
After discussion and clarification of the scope of such a group, councillors agreed to the 
setting up of a working group to plan community council seasonal events and to work on 
community events that the community council were involved in, examples were given of the 
Scarecrow and Christmas tree event. Councillor J. Jones, Z. Cruz, A. Ellis and E. Abram agreed 
to be members of the sub-group.
Environment Sub-Committee
It was discussed whether a sub-committee was required for items relating to the 
environment, lake and allotments, particularly having regard to finance.
It was agreed that Councillor J. Jones would draft a proposed Terms of Reference and 
Councillor A. Bailey would review this.  It was agreed to invite Councillor J. Hobbley to join 
this sub-committee.
The Chair confirmed that she would like to be on an allotment sub-committee and had been 
when one had existed previously.
Action:  Councillor J. Jones to draft Terms of Reference and Councillor A. Bailey to review. 
Councillor A. Bailey to invite Councillor J. Hobbley to join the Environment Sub-
Committee.

7. Play Areas 
a) Annual inspection report and Improvement Plan
It was discussed that the current risk assessments of both play areas raise only low risk
items which did not need to be replaced for health and safety reasons. It was accepted
that, over time, these items would need repair and replacement
It was noted that the play equipment was installed 20 years ago. It was agreed that a plan
should be drawn up for maintenance - for example, grass mats - to be scheduled over 3 - 5
years including costings for regular routine work and future repair and replacement. The
current provision of a reserve would remain.
It was noted that WCBC provide safety checks weekly and annually under a Service Level
Agreement which had been reviewed and found to be the most cost-effective. This will be
subject to review. Cllr Bailey suggested that Maes y Pant may want a similar service in the
future and would want to train up members for the weekly inspections. They may want to
explore joining with the Community Council in this.
Action:  JH to create a spreadsheet with lines in the budget for immediate and planned
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repair and replacement. 
b) Signage for playgrounds
Councillor Jones introduced reason for new signage, to be more child-friendly while 
remaining compliant, including Community Council contact details and providing a
‘what3words’ address for ease of location. Quotation details were provided ahead of the 
meeting and discussed. It was agreed that additional information would be sought to 
complete the table of quotes, and to sizes, and include removal costs for the old signage. 
Action: Councillor J Jones to obtain additional information for the quote table and to 
circulate information ahead of the next Full Council meeting.
c) Marford Play Area – lease
The Chair reported that representatives of the Community Council had discussed the lease 
terms with WCBC Education department including trees, metal fencing and clarification of 
the terms of any break clause.  It was accepted that clarification was important to ensure it 
remained a community play area.  It was noted that progress of the lease also has an impact 
on other items such as the grass cutting.
Action: The Chair to follow this up with the Wrexham County Borough Council.

8. Allington Park 
a) replanting of trees
It was noted that the WCBC tree officer was currently away on holiday, but this would be 
followed up on his return at the start of August, to organise replanting October to February.
b) repairs to fencing
The Chair provided a summary of regarding the part of the fence that requires repair, the 
alternative of replacement of the whole fence, the question of who had originally put it up 
and who was responsible for it.
It was agreed that, in the current circumstances, the fence should be repaired rather than 
replaced.

9. Renewal of grass-cutting contract - to consider grass-cutting for 2023-26 
The Chair summarised the current position in that the current contract was a further 12 
month renewal of the original grass cutting contract; this was decided having regard to all 
the circumstances.  
It was noted that a new grass cutting contract would require consideration but would 
require quotes or tender depending on the cost and the Council’s Financial Regulations. 
It was noted that the threshold for tendering in the current regulation appeared low having 
regard to today’s prices and up-to-date model versions and suggested that this be referred 
to the Finance Committee for their consideration.  

10. Gresford Lake 
Councillor Jones updated: 
- Quotations are being compiled for the Lake Assessment. 
- The paperwork had been sent to the solicitor regarding registration. 
- The Lake bequest was queried. The fund has been used for standardisation of benches 
and plaques. The Clerk was requested to clarify. 
Action:  Clerk to review the Lake Bequest and clarify balance funds. 
Local Places for Nature Scheme 
Councillor Jones reported that further discussions with the One Voice Wales representative 
for Local Places for Nature, regarding a scheme for the lake, had clarified and confirmed 
that Gresford Community Council would need to connect with Llay 3 ward on a project to 
benefit from funding, and suggested that Councillors think about contacts and ideas. 

Barley Straw 
It was noted Barley straw will need to be sourced and ordered. 
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Fish 
Reports had been received that the low water and oxygen levels following the exceptionally 
hot weather had a number of killed fish. This was noted as being unfortunate and it was 
anticipated that the lake environment would improve in future. Cllr E Abram joined. 

11. 
Bench and access to, Marford noticeboard  
The work is completed and improvement reported. 

12. Bench in the community 
A sketch of the bench requested was received ahead of the meeting and shared on screen.   
It was confirmed that the resident had been sent an invitation to the meeting together with 
the Community Council’s general Bench Policy and map of the Conservation Area.  The 
resident has proposed a location by the lake. 
The bench was discussed. It was noted that there are already benches at the lake to 
consider. It was agreed that more information was required before the issue could be fully 
discussed. 
Action: Councillor Jones to contact the resident for more detailed information about the 
bench including, dimensions, physical detailing, positioning, any alternative locations, 
fixing and maintenance, to satisfy Councillors’ enquiries before any decision can be 
considered. 
Action: Clerk to refer to WCBC Conservation department. 

13. 13. Community Spotlight
Councillor Jones reported that there have been nominations which would be recognised
and suggested simplifying the process for the future. It was agreed that this item should go
to the Events Working Group.

14. Future projects 
a) Replacement fences

It was agreed that this should be looked at again following any lease renewal.
b) A lighting column for independent lighting supply for Christmas

The Chair would enquire of MEGA.
c) Outdoor table tennis

The Chair summarised that this item related to an outdoor table tennis table for
Allington Park, the suggested site being in front of the scout hut. It was discussed that
the site was impractical, and the item needed to be looked at again. Additional quotes
were needed, other Councillors could be interested, there may be grants or information
from youth services and there may be merit in consulting with the youngsters.

d) Oak Tree
This would be discussed with the WCBC Tree Officer.

e) Picnic Bench at Marford Park
It was noted that this had not been raised in the latest Annual Inspection report and it
was agreed that as a result this item was no longer required.

Action:  The Chair to enquire about an independent lighting column with MEGA. 

Any other business 
A Councillor had noticed broken glass in Allington Park. It was noted that the park generally
is not covered by the weekly play park inspections; however WCBC Street Scene do assist 
with rubbish. Councillors generally assist in checking the park over in passing and the park is 
well kept. It was agreed that the park could be mentioned in Essentials magazine to 
highlight the work of the Community Council and to encourage support in keeping the park 
clean and tidy.   
Action: Cllr J Jones to include this in information for the Essentials magazine. 

15. Date and time of the next meeting 
The next meeting was agreed for 19 October 2022. 
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Meeting closed 8.55pm 

CHAIR ....................................................  DATE................................................ 
COUNCILLOR 

*This meeting took place remotely, using Zoom software, under the Local Government and Elections
(Wales) Act 2021 (following The Local Authorities (Coronavirus)(Meetings)(Wales) Regulations 2020.)
which make provision for meetings to take place remotely.




