
GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

LIGHTING COMMITTEE 

Meeting held 21st April 2021i 

Present: Councillors   M. Harriman, J.  Holmes, J. Jones, B. Blackmore 

 Chair: Councillor M. Harriman  

 Clerk:   

Apologies: S. Baxter, Councillors, M.J. Edwards A. Bailey 

 The Committee did suggest a maximum of two at this stage to try and identify priority locations. 

  __________________________________________________________________________  

Minutes 

1. Apologies were received and accepted. 

2. The Meeting was convened as a ‘Task group’ to look specifically at the issue of  Vehicle 
Activates Signs, following research and a report  prepared by Councillor Jones. 

Firstly and in the light of the Welsh Government's proposal to introduce a 'default speed limit' of 
20mph in all residential areas across Wales from 2023, it was considered whether or not we wanted 
to go ahead with the Vehicle Activated Signs proposal. On balance, it was felt that we should on 
the basis that anything which can assist in reducing vehicle speeds throughout the Community has 
to be a good thing. 

The comprehensive options paper was considered. The general consensus was to recommend the 
installation of at least one, and ideally two, fixed and thereby mains operated VASs at locations 
within the Community. It was also suggested that at some stage we may want to consider acquiring 
a portable or 'tripod mounted' sign perhaps further into the future. 

Our initial view was to recommend TWM Traffic Control Systems Ltd as the preferred supplier for 
the reasons that it offered the lowest basic price and because of the glowing recommendations 
received from other Community Councils within the county borough area which have used that 
company. What was also seen as an additional attraction was, and is, that only TWM it would seem 
are able to offer a bilingual sign. However, the legend currently used is "SLOW / ARAF". Apparently 
this is a reversal of the legislative requirement which demands "ARAF / SLOW". 

As part of her research, Jan discovered that some 69 signs within WCBC using Slow / Araf have 
had to be either removed or disconnected because of this conundrum. She has asked TWM if they 
can modify the 'written' sign to comply with legislation and is awaiting an early and positive reply. 

However, we felt that this should not derail our desire to install some kind of VASs and we therefore 
looked at the 'Smiley Face' idea. If we cannot source an appropriate written sign within a reasonable 
time frame then our recommendation would be to go for the Smiley Face. 

We discussed where the sign or signs should be affixed. The general view was that it or they should 
be located somewhere along Chester Road without determining exactly where. We also felt it 
appropriate to consult with all Members of the Council to elicit any proposals they may have.  

Once we have received and considered those suggestions then we think it appropriate to contact 
Graham Lloyd at WCBC who, according to Jan, will be more than happy to have a look at the 
proposed sitings to determine which, if any, is or are the most appropriate. 

Following that site meeting and having considered any recommendations Graham may have, the 
Task Group will report back to full Council. 

 



Following the Task group meeting Members and the Clerk were asked for  any suggestions for 
possible locations for the proposed signs. These have been collated as follows: 

 

AM - Top of Marford Hill, near to the Co-op 

Entrance to the village between Colliers Park and Clapper Lane 

On Clapper Lane 

On the High Street 

 

ME - Top of Marford Hill, opposite the Co-op 

Between the 30mph restriction sign entering Gresford and the entrance to Balmuir Garage 

 

JD - Top of Marford Hill approaching the Co-op from the Chester side 

On the High Street 

 

MH - Top of Marford Hill approaching from the Chester side 

Somewhere along Chester Road travelling towards Chester - bit vague I know but I think there are 
a number of possibles. 

 

Clerk:- Chester Road approaching Marford Play area/ Rofft and Zebra crossing from Gresford( 
before the two junctions) 

Approach to Village shops by Bodwyn Park SPAR side. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
i Meeting was held remotely using Go To meetings, in line with Welsh Government Regulations on Local 

Council meetings. 
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