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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD REMOTELY ON THURSDAY 

3 NOVEMBER 2022 AT 6.30PM 

Members Present:   Councillors Bailey, Brockhurst, Cruz, Edwards, Harriman, Hobbley, Holmes and Jones 
Also present:  Mr S. Harris (Assistant Clerk), PCSO L M Davies 
Chair: Councillor J Jones 
Clerk: C. Povey 
Apologies: Councillors Abram, Blackmore, Ellis  
(WCBC Cllr J Kent also sent his apologies) 

1160 Welcome, receive and accept apologies for absence 
Apologies were received for Cllrs Ellis, Blackmore, Abram. 

1161 Declarations of interest 
Cllr Edwards declared an interest in item 16e relating to Rofft School. 

1162 Police report - It was agreed to move forward from Item 7a. PCSO Lisa Marie Davies was present 
and reported on October’s statistics.  This was received with thanks. 
A visit between Councillors and PCSO to Marford Park was reported. 
PCSO to action a patrol outside school at drop off time in the morning. 
PCSO also reported: 
There would be a police patrol in the village on the Sunday evening of the firework display. 
Speed on Chester Road, including by the Texaco garage is generally monitored. 
PCSO reiterated the importance of the public formally reporting issues of concern so that they 
are recorded. However, she confirmed the public can contact her via email to share any 
immediate concerns and the email address to be shared publicly via social media. 
Action:  Cllr Jones to publicise. 

1163 Public Participation 
There were no members of the public present. 

1164 Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting 
Councillors resolved to accept the minutes of the meeting of the Council, held on the 
6 October 2022, be signed as a correct record. 

1165 Matters arising from Previous Minutes and progress on Actions 
Meeting arrangements - The Chair asked colleagues to consider agreeing that all meetings during 
this winter period should be via Zoom and councillors agreed for meetings to remain online 
through the Winter to review in March. Information received relating hybrid meetings and 
funding of equipment will continue to be reviewed. 
Action: Clerk to include this as an agenda item for December to formally record the decision. 
It was agreed that a letter be sent by the Community Council to WCBC regarding parking limit 
and signage for the parking bay in front of the newsagent/chemist. 
Action - Cllr Holmes to draft and send to Clerk. 

1166 Notice of Casual Vacancy 
Councillors accepted the Notice and agreed that the formal process should proceed. It was 
further agreed that, should no valid request for an election be received, the Clerk and Chair 
should move on to the co-option process as soon as possible. 

1167 Reports 
a) Crime Figure Report and Policing Matters ‐ as reported above (see 1162).
b) Community Agent’s report - Councillors received this with thanks and accepted information

on suggested Councillor involvement in the next stage of moving forward with the Dementia
Friendly Village plan.

mailto:clerk@gresfordcommunitycouncil.gov.uk


296 

c) Assistant Clerk’s report - Councillors received the report with thanks.
d) Wrexham County Borough Councillors’ reports:

i. Gresford East and West;
ii. Marford and Hoseley.

Councillors were referred to the respective reports in Essentials magazine. 
Road Closure in Gresford - it was agreed to email WCBC regarding notification of road closures in 
the community and their telephone service. Action – Clerk. 

1168 Ongoing matters - to receive updates on the following issues: 
a) Marford Park Lease – no change; still with Trust solicitors.
b) Allington Park Lease – the Lease remains with the Trust’s solicitors.
c) Allotments – a positive update was received. Cllr Bailey agreed to attend the allotment

meeting; date TBC.
d) Gresford Lake – see Item 11c, below.
e) Alyn Family Doctors – Cllr Jones reported correspondence received from MS Lesley Griffiths

regarding BCU gathering information on practices for an improvement plan.
Action: Clerk to circulate LG letter.
The removal of Gresford surgery from the latest Alyn Family Doctors’ leaflet was reported. A
generally positive update was received on the new system (Klinik); agreed that this requires
monitoring through patient participation group (PPG).
Action – Cllr Holmes will try to find out what has happened to the PPG.

1169 Cemetery Committee – AB 
Councillors:  
a) received Draft Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of the Cemetery Committee, held 12

October 2022, detailing the increase in gravedigging fees; and
b) considered the recommendation of the Cemetery Committee to increase said fees in

accordance with the emailed proposed Revised Fees List, with effect from 1 January 2023.
This was agreed.
A spreadsheet for calculating fee increases linked to WCBC charges was received and noted
for future reference when Cemetery Committee next reviews fees.

c) To consider quotations received for removal of spoil at a cost of £1500, £2500 or £4800, each
to cover removal of existing spoil plus stump grinds and concrete memorial plinths. The
quotes were considered and the CB Lightwood quote of £2500 was accepted.

1170 Cemetery Maintenance - AB 
Councillors considered grave maintenance at the cemetery, as highlighted by the Assistant Clerk 
after discussion with the ground maintenance contractor, NJ Walls Ground Maintenance, 
detailed in the Clerk report. It was agreed to proceed with this at a cost of £420 plus VAT. 

1171 General Amenities - JH 
a) A verbal report was received from Cllr Holmes on the General Amenities meeting held 26

October 2022.
b) Councillors received recommendations from the meeting - it was agreed to go ahead with zip

wire works with Ray Parry at a cost of £1,518.00.
Information on grass cutting to be reported at the next Full Council meeting after Council 
representatives meet with WCBC Biodiversity Officer. 
Cllr Holmes also reported: 

i. The Clerk is working on a new CCTV policy.
ii. Cllr Blackmore raised the Marford zebra crossing and reported it would cost £51K for a

pelican crossing; alternative ideas are being investigated, including downlighting and a
lollipop person.

iii. There are damaged bins requiring replacement.
iv. A professional risk assessment of the lake is being explored.
v. London Bridge was discussed.
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vi. Damaged Tommy - It was agreed that the issue of the damaged Tommy should wait until
there was more information and feedback to put to the Council.

vii. Remembrance - Rofft School were thanked for assisting with roadside poppies.
viii. Christmas tree lighting is still being explored.
ix. The Events Working Group meeting was reported. There will be a GCC grotto in Trust as

part of Artisan Market on 4 December.
x. An update on play area signage was received.

Action: Cllr Brockhurst to email Cllr Jones with details of signage contractors used for local sports 
venues. 

xi. Clerk to contact Backford’s about the Christmas tree.
c) The Lake report from Welsh Dee Trust was received, noted and approved for publication.

1172 Annual Report  
The draft GCC Annual Report for 2021-22 was welcomed and approved for publication as soon 
as the gaps relating to specific costs (highlighted in the report) are filled. 
Action: Clerk and Cllr Jones 

1173 Training Plan – KH 
The Training Plan was accepted and approved for publication. Training planning revealed that 
there are insufficient funds in the budget to meet requirements. It was agreed that £870 should 
be taken from reserves to pay for training for the balance of the year. 
It was also agreed to write individually to Councillors to recommend they complete their 
modules within 12 months.  
Action – Cllr Hobbley. 

1174 Finance - KH 
a) Financial matters – nothing raised.
b) The minutes of the Finance Committee meeting on 5 October 2022 were received.

i. The 2022-23 Investment Policy was accepted; to be brought back with suggested 
changes for the 2023-24 policy.

ii. The current Risk Management document was accepted.
Councillors agreed: 
c) to include Steve Pugh Ltd (gravedigger) on the list of approved payments delegated to be

made by the Clerk upon receipt of invoice.
d) To receive and accept WCBC recharges for uncontested local election – standard fee for

uncontested ward charged for the three wards, Gresford East, Gresford West and Marford
and Hoseley at £161.04 per ward.

e) To receive and accept Aubergine annual website domain management fee at £120.00.

f) Payments for Approval – Councillors received and accepted the November’s list and invoices,
and approved the following payments:

£ 

Direct Debit BT Services for CCTVCCTV DD 56.75 

Scottish Power Street lighting 31/08/2022 - 30/09/2022 DD 968.04 

Cllr J Jones Reimburse Microsoft online services Invoice to 
01/10/22 *BFP 61.20 

Steve Pugh Ltd Funeral x1 Ashes x1 Invoice 1661 BFP 500.00 

Planning aid Course fees BFP 150.00 

HMRC PAYE/NIC 
CUMB Tax and NI BFP 

Clwyd pension fund August contributions BFP 

R Thompson Salary month 7 BFP 

C J Povey Salary month 7 BFP 

EJ&RE Harris Salary month 7 BFP 
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Vodafone LTD Mobile phones DD 62.94 

NJW Grounds 
Maintenance 

Grounds maintenance Allington Park and 
Cemetery 

BFP 924.00 

MEGA Repair lighting fault BFP 109.60 

S Price Reimburse lake expenses (drains) BFP 17.98 

WCBC Recharges for uncontested local elections May 
2022 East ward BFP 161.04 

WCBC Recharges for uncontested local elections May 
2022 West ward BFP 161.04 

WCBC Recharges for uncontested local elections May 
2022 Marford and Hoseley ward BFP 161.04 

Aubergine Annual domain management from 22/11/2022 BFP 120.00 

Royal British Legion Wreath BFP 25.00 

All Saints' Church Christmas tree festival sponsorship BFP 30.00 

Welsh Dee Trust Assessment and management action report BFP 366.00 

One Voice Wales Consultancy assessment fee BFP 420.00 
*Bank Fast Payment Total staffing costs 2771.64 

1175 Planning application requests 
Councillors considered any planning application requests received under the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990 (as amended). Please view documents in advance of meeting on Wrexham 
Council Planning portal: https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/ 
The council considered the applications below and agreed to make the following comments: 
a) Planning Application P/2022/0877 - Valid From 03/10/2022. Bracken, Quarry Brow, Gresford,

Wrexham, LL12 8SJ. Lawful development certificate for proposed outbuilding.  No objection.
b) Planning Application P/2022/0867 – Valid from 26/09/2022. 3, The Woodlands, Chester

Road, Gresford, Wrexham, LL12 8NU. Works to trees protected by tree preservation order
WCBC 56. No objection so long as the recommendations of the Arboricultural Officer are
followed.

c) Planning Application P/2022/0835 - Valid From 16/09/2022. 12 Bryn Y Groes, Gresford,
Wrexham, LL12 8TZ. Works to trees protected by tree preservation order WCBC 36. No
objection so long as the recommendations of the Arboricultural Officer are followed.

d) P/2022/0875 Installation of Solar Panels on Garage Romney Marford Hill, Marford Wrexham
– not WCBC portal. No objection so long as the application has been referred to a
conservation officer as it is in a conservation area.

Cllr Edwards left the meeting. 
e) Planning Application P/2022/0845 - Valid From 21/09/2022. The Rofft School, Wynnstay

Lane, Marford, Wrexham, LL12 8LA. Retention of temporary classroom/existing temporary
mobile classroom unit as shown in attached details provided. It has been in situ since 2004.
No objection

Cllr Edwards returned to the meeting. 
f) P/2022/0897 41 Mayflower. First Floor side and rear extension. Not on portal but document

provided by email. No objection.
g) Ryecroft Meadow Notice – received by email. No objection.
h) Planning Application P/2022/0853 - Valid From 22/09/2022. 49 Stancliffe Avenue, Marford,

Wrexham, LL12 8LN. Works to trees protected by tree preservation order WCBC 98. No
objection so long as the recommendations of the Arboricultural Officer are followed.

i) Planning Application P/2022/0899 - Dilys o/Valid From 13/10/2022 Belgrave House, Village
Walks, Marford, Wrexham, LL12 8SZ. Conversion of existing garage to annexe. No objection
so long as it is made a condition of approval that the annexe cannot be occupied separately
from the main building, and cannot be sold separately.

https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications?civica.query.FullTextSearch=Gresford#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=73344&KeyText=Subject
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications?civica.query.FullTextSearch=Gresford#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=73333&KeyText=Subject
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications?civica.query.FullTextSearch=Gresford#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=73293&KeyText=Subject
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications?civica.query.FullTextSearch=Gresford#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=73296&KeyText=Subject
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications?civica.query.FullTextSearch=Gresford#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=73308&KeyText=Subject
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications?civica.query.FullTextSearch=gresford#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=73395&KeyText=Subject
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1177 Climate Emergency 
There were no community Climate Emergency actions or developments reported. 

1178 Biodiversity Plan 
Councillors noted the Welsh Government’s 2019 requirement for a Biodiversity Plan to be 
produced every three years, and the GCC draft Biodiversity Plan was received with thanks and 
accepted. 

1179 Correspondence 
None reported. 

1180 Member’s urgent announcements and requests for future meeting items 
a) Monthly Meet

Discussed and agreed that Cllrs Jones and Holmes will pilot the offer of a monthly
opportunity for residents to come and talk to Community Councillors. Venues tba. To start in
the new year.

b) Agenda and agenda items
i. The Chair reminded colleagues that, once the agenda of a Council or Committee meeting

has been published, it cannot be changed.
ii. She also highlighted that we are trying to make agendas more informative for the public,

and to bring more clarity by stating what the purpose of each item is – e.g. to receive,
note, approve, agree, decide – and so on.

Action – the Clerk can help with this if asked. 

1181 Confidential – Part 2 
Staffing – Report: Analysis of Clerk’s Hours 
To receive the report undertaken by One Voice Wales to provide an objective analysis of hours 
required to undertake the role of the Clerk as set out in the current job description and to 
consider and decide on an effective way forward to address this issue. 
The report was received. It was agreed to refer the report to the Finance Committee for further 
consideration and recommendation to Full Council in December. 

1182 Date, Venue and Time of next meeting 
To confirm date and time of the next meeting on Thursday 1 December 2022 at 6.30pm via 
Zoom 
To note the Cemetery Committee will meet 8 November 2022 and Finance Committee will meet 
14 November 2022. These dates were confirmed and noted. 

Meeting closed 

CHAIR: JH Jones      DATE: 13th December 2022 
COUNCILLOR J. Jones 
*This meeting took place remotely, using Zoom software, under the Local Government and Elections(Wales)
Act 2021 (following The Local Authorities (Coronavirus)(Meetings)(Wales) Regulations 2020)which make
provision for meetings to take place remotely.


