
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD REMOTELY THURSDAY 

1 DECEMBER 2022 AT 6.30PM ONLINE 
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Members Present:  Councillors Holmes, Bailey, Hobbley, Jones, Harriman, Edwards, Abram, Blackmore, 
O’Grady, Ellis, Cruz (19.30) 
Also present: Cllr Kent, Mr S Harris (Assistant Clerk), Mrs R Thompson (Community Agent) 
Chair: Cllr Jones 
Clerk: Mrs Povey 
Apologies: Councillor Brockhurst 
 

1183.  Welcome, receive and accept apologies for absence 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were accepted from Cllr Brockhurst. 

1184.  Declarations of interest 
There were no declarations made. 

1185.  Public Participation 
There were no members of the public present. 

1186.  Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting 
Councillors agreed that the previous Minutes of the meeting of the Council, held on the 
3 November 2022, be signed as a correct record subject to the correction of the spelling of Cllr Abram’s 
surname. 

1187.  Matters arising from previous Minutes and progress on Actions 
a) The Action List was received.  Cllr Hobbley asked that anyone attending the Planning Aid course 

provide him with feedback to update the training plan. It was accepted that outstanding actions be 
reviewed in the new year. 

b) Meeting arrangements – it was agreed that meetings should remain online through the winter; to 
be reviewed in March, as discussed and informally agreed in the previous meeting. 

1188.  Reports 
To receive and consider the following reports: 
a) The PCSO report was received.  It was noted that the PCSO had been unable to attend this meeting 

but would attend the next meeting. 
Action:  Cllr Jones to add PCSO contact number to details published. 

b) The Community Agent’s report was received with thanks. 
Action:  Clerk to enquire of PCSO as to the target hardening equipment still held by the police. 
Dementia Friendly Village allocation of businesses. Action:  Cllr Edwards to pass on details to All 
Saints’ Church.  Cllr Hobbley to contact Ancestral Windows.  

c) Borough Councillors’ reports: 
i. Gresford East and West – Cllr Kent reported: 
 Street Scene - a new supervisor has been appointed in the WCBC department. 
 Aunt Polly’s – WCBC has installed a barrier at the end of this unadopted road. 
 Flooding – assessment being made around the petrol station and other areas to assess why 

water is not draining. 
 s215 Notice Chester Road – the landowner has improved the site but not completed all 

elements of the work required; this should be implemented over the next two weeks.  
WCBC maintain that the site is not suitable for purchase by the Council for housing 
development due to current WCBC planning restrictions relating to phosphorus levels 
(Natural Resources Wales guidance). 

 Gresford roundabout – Cllr Kent will be attending a meeting the next day. 
 Santa to visit the village 9 December. 
 Tree cutting at railway embankment – arrangements are being made for the cut branches to 

be moved. 
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 Metal fence that caused dog injury – enquiries as to ownership are ongoing. 
 Street signs – Pant Olwen awaited.  Vicarage Lane was reported as complete subject to 

confirmation that the sign is correctly spelt. 
 Communication on road closure - Cllr Kent receives updates via a weblink one.network 

Action – Cllr Kent to follow up on particular flooding concerns raised regarding Clapper Lane - by 
All Saints’ School and Old Wrexham Road by Caer Farm. 
Action: Cllr Kent to provide a copy of his report to Essentials magazine to Clerk or Chair and Cllr 
Kent to receive a copy of the past minutes with the agenda. 
ii. Marford and Hoseley. 
Councillor Blackmore’s report was received; a further discussion re traffic and road safety is on the 
agenda later in the meeting. 

d) Clerk Report on Agenda items was received. 

1189.  Ongoing matters not covered elsewhere on the agenda 
To receive updates on the following issues: 
a) Allington Park Lease - the draft lease has been drawn up by the Trusts’ solicitors and is ready to be 

sent on to the Community Council’s solicitors. 
b) Allotments - the University’s solicitor has confirmed that he expects to meet with the University 

and report back after 8 December. 
c) Alyn Family Doctors – no further update provided. 

1190.  General Amenities 
a) The Minutes of the General Amenities meeting of 26 October 2022 were received. 
b) The Council accepted a recommendation to accept the quote from WPG Group for £455 plus VAT. 
c) Updates were received regarding:  

i. Village Christmas tree arrangements; the spending of £70.93 on lights was approved. 
ii. Freedom Fibre box - installed in error on Trust land on High Street had been removed and a 

concern reported regarding WCBC’s approval process.   

iii. Marford Park Lease - a constructive meeting with WCBC was reported. Following on from this 
the following was noted:  
 the tree report remains to follow; 
 biodiversity advice was given; 
 Councillors obtained feedback from parents on plans for hedge-cutting. 

iv.  Gresford Lake 
 Councillors received the professional risk assessment quotes for the lake and approved 

payment of £275 plus VAT. Cllr B Blackmore, and former Cllr J Blackmore, were thanked for 
their previous work. It was pointed out that Cllr risk assessments would still be needed in 
the future as the intention is to get a professional review once every three years. 

 Councillors authorised £250.00 plus VAT for one day’s lake consultancy from Welsh Dee 
Trust. 

 A meeting with the Friends of Gresford Lake group was reported. 
v. Damaged bins – damaged bins outside the Chinese restaurant on Chester Road, and at the side 

of the lake by the Scout hut, were reported. Details were provided of a quote for replacement 
by WCBC. It was queried whether it was WCBC’s responsibility to provide these bins rather than 
GCC.  Action: Cllr Kent to enquire. 

19.20 Cllr Kent left the meeting. 

1191.  Cemetery Committee - AB 
a) The draft Minutes of the Cemetery Committee meeting held 8 November 2022 were received.  
b) The Assistant Clerk’s report was received with thanks. 
c) The condition of the cemetery building was noted to have deteriorated since lease negotiations 

started. 
d) The gate into the cemetery is being reviewed. 
e) The updated fees agreed will be applied from January and reviewed in April. 

https://one.network/
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f) Concerns were raised over issues referred to the PCSO.  Action:  continue to monitor and liaise 
with the PCSO. 

19.30 Cllr Cruz joined the meeting. 

1192.  Finance Committee - KH 
a) Minutes of the Finance Committee meeting of 14 November 2022 were received.  An error was 

noted for correction at 11 which should have read support for hybrid meetings. Action: Clerk to 
amend. 
i. Members’ allowances – Cllrs agreed the Finance Committee’s majority recommendation to 

approve only mandatory payments provided for in the Independent Renumeration Panel’s 
2022-2023 report, including the £150 allowance payment made once, annually in March/April, 
with a pro rata part payment made to a Councillor who resigns mid-term. 

ii. Grants – applications reported as having been received and will be reviewed in February. 
b) Finance Committee vacancy - Cllr Cruz agreed to join the committee. 
c) Following recommendations from the Finance Committee the following were approved:  

ii. Risk Management Policy for 2023-2024. 
iii. Draft Budget and Precept for 2023-2024.   

Cllr Hobbley provided detail on the recommended Draft Budget. He noted key changes from 
the previous year highlighting the increase in electricity costs and the £5,000 payment to the 
Trust to support the running of the hall and connected with the Lease. The overall budget 
figure for staffing should be sufficient, based on this year’s costs; next year’s costs are not 
known. £17,650 would be used from balances to reduce the increase in Precept although this 
would still increase by £6,000. Under this recommended budget the Precept would be £37.97, 
an increase of 6.72% on last year, which is considered to be reasonable given the current 
general level of inflation. It was noted that, although the tax base to be used has not yet been 
issued by the local authority, it is not expected to increase by anything other than around 1% 
increase or decrease. 

iii. Implementation of National Association of Local Council’s pay scale, applied retrospectively 
from 1st April 2022. 

1193.  Finance - KH 
a) It was accepted and agreed that Zoom and Microsoft payments made by the Clerk as authorised 

delegated payments are now paid by direct debit from the Council’s prepaid card.  
b) December Payments for Approval list and invoices were approved. The Community Agent’s 

retrospective Real Living Wage back payment for 2021–2022 was approved; WCBC funding is 
sufficient for this. A reduction in this month’s electricity bill was noted as being a one-off Electricity 
Market Reform payment made under the Energy Bills Support Scheme. 

It was requested that the Clerk review broadband and ‘phone contracts. Clerk confirmed that this is in 
progress and will be reported in the new year. Action - Clerk to provide details of contracts in the new 
year. 

1194.  Planning application requests 
The following planning application requests were considered, and the council decided to make the 
following comments: - 

a) P/2022/0950 Valid 
From 03/11/2022  

Glasfryn, The Green, 
Gresford, Wrexham, 
LL12 8RG 

Works to trees in 
Gresford 
Conservation Area. 

Approved subject to 
comments from the 
Arboriculture Officer. 

b) P/2022/0955 - 
Valid From 
04/11/2022  

Tanga, 1 Sandrock Road, 
Marford, Wrexham, 
LL12 8LT 

Single storey rear 
extension and rear 
dormer extension. 

No objections. 

c) P/2022/0981 From 
16/11/2022 

Cedar Hall, The Green, 
Gresford, Wrexham, 
LL12 8RG 

Works to trees 
protected by tree 
preservation order 
doc no 20 

Approved subject to 
comments from the 
Arboriculture Officer. 

https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=73460&KeyText=Subject
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=73460&KeyText=Subject
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=73464&KeyText=Subject
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=73464&KeyText=Subject
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=73464&KeyText=Subject
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=73510&KeyText=Subject
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=73510&KeyText=Subject
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d) 10 Wynnstay Lane - the letter from WCBC about an appeal was received. Councillors made the 
following comments:  
 The wall is at a very narrow part of the road which is busy at school time.   
 There is only a narrow footpath on one side of the road and visibility is poor.   
 The gateway is not set back sufficiently to allow safe waiting for access to the property. 

1195.  Climate Emergency 
There was no report.  Action Cllrs Baily and Abram to meet to discuss. 

1196.  Correspondence 
Concern raised re speeding and parking was discussed below. 

1197.  Member’s urgent announcements and requests for future meeting items 
a) Cllr Blackmore raised concerns regarding speeding, Marford crossing and parking relating to The 

Rofft School. Councillors discussed alterations that could be made to Chester Road and the crossing 
to improve road safety, including speed reduction and traffic engineering solutions. The benefit of 
having more information on possibilities from someone with relevant knowledge was raised. It was 
considered that the public need to become involved, to demonstrate their strength of feeling and 
to properly report all traffic incidents. Action:  Councillors agreed to join Cllr Blackmore on January 
12th at 2.45 to walk around the area of concern.  

b) An update was given on plans for the Gresford Community Council Santa’s Grotto on Sunday 4 
December at the Trust Hall as part of the Artisan Market, 11-3pm. 

c) A reminder was given of Gresford Community Council ‘Carols Round the Christmas Tree’ taking 
place on Saturday 10 December at 4pm. 

Action: Cllr Bailey to speak to manager of The Plough for a backup plan in event of bad weather. 

1198.  Date, Venue and Time of next meeting 
To confirm date and time of the next meeting on Thursday 5 January 2022 at 6.30pm via Zoom 

 Confidential – Part 2  

1199.  Staffing matters 
 

 
Meeting closed 8.20 pm 
 

CHAIR: J H Jones        DATE: 11th January 2023 

COUNCILLOR  J H  JONES 
 
*This meeting took place remotely, using Zoom software, under the Local Government and Elections (Wales) 
Act 2021 (following The Local Authorities (Coronavirus)(Meetings)(Wales) Regulations 2020.)  which make 
provision for meetings to take place remotely. 


