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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD REMOTELY ON 

THURSDAY 6 OCTOBER 2022 AT 6.30PM 

Members Present:  Councillors A Ellis, B Blackmore, E Abram, J Hobbley, J Jones, J Holmes, K 
Hobbley, M Edwards, W O’Grady, D Brockhurst 
Also present: Mr S. Harris (Assistant Clerk)  
Chair: Councillor J Jones 
Clerk: C. Povey 
Apologies: Councillors A Bailey, Z Cruz, M Harriman, 
                     and also from Cllr J Kent, PCSO L M Davies 
Minute 
ref. 

Minute Detail 

1146. Welcome and receive apologies for absence 
The Chair welcomed all and apologies were received and accepted, as above. 

1147. Declarations of interest 
Cllr M Edwards declared an interest in planning item 11e) P/2022/0845. 
Cllr A Ellis declared an interest in planning item 11b) P/2022/0198.  

1148. Public Participation 
There was none. 

1149. Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting and matters arising 
Councillors considered and resolved that the previous Minutes of the meeting of the Council 
held on the 1 September 2022 be signed as a correct record. 

1150. Matters arising from previous Minutes and progress on Actions 
The Action Update was received together with further updates on certain 
actions. The Clerk Report on agenda items was received and noted. 

1151. Reports 
a) Crime Figure Report and Policing Matters - Councillors discussed the figures referred to in 

the online police report for the area and noted the variation in incidents between Gresford 
and Marford. Councillors noted that PCSOs are limited in number and deployed widely 
across Wrexham; however, it was agreed that PCSO should be asked to attend a meeting 
with Councillors for a more meaningful local update. It was suggested and agreed that Cllr D 
Brockhurst make enquiries about any local/national youth engagement initiatives.
Action:  Clerk to contact PCSO about a meeting. Cllr Brockhurst to make enquiries about 
local/national youth engagement.
Cllr Blackmore reported a rescheduled meeting to take place with the police and County 
Councillors and will update Councillors on whether they would be able to attend.

b) Community Agent’s report - This report was received and noted. Zoom coffee mornings 
have ended. Information about walking football was shared. It was noted that this is a mixed 
group and Councillors were encouraged to attend, bring others/recommend it.  The 
Community Agent was thanked for her work.
Cllr Blackmore highlighted some community events that had taken place through funding for 
older people, and the Chair explained that the Community Agent will need Councillors’ 
support with the Dementia Friendly Village scheme referred to in the report.

c) Assistant Clerk’s report - The report was received and noted, and a further update given:
i) that the driveway hedges have been cut back; ii) sharing a concern regarding the 

condition of the signpost at the cemetery.
Action Asst. Clerk to contact WCBC initially re signage.



291 

A Councillor asked re progress of the cemetery path which was confirmed as ongoing but, in 
all the circumstances, at the initial, costing, stage. 
The Asst. Clerk was thanked for his work. 

d) Borough Councillor reports - Councillors were referred to the Borough Councillors’ reports
in the Essentials magazine. Councillor Blackmore reported on progress in getting local
hedges cut back and liaising with WCBC regarding a highway lighting query.

1152. Ongoing matters 
To receive updates on the following issues: 
a) Marford Park – WCBC have been contacted in order to progress matters.
b) Allington Park Lease – There was no further update to report as the matter is with the

Trust’s solicitors.
c) Allotments- The matter continues to be followed-up.
d) Gresford Lake - Welsh Dee Trust have recently begun their assessment work; their report

will be received in due course.  A recent Gresford school video regarding the feeding of
the ducks at the lake has been shared online. The Chair had thanked the school for their
entertaining and educational video.

e) Alyn Family Doctors - There was no further update other than already shared. Cllr
Blackmore reported a positive public response to the new system (Klinik).

f) Colliers Park – Cllr Abram reported that there is a new manager, with nationwide
responsibility for all facilities. Communication is ongoing to secure a meeting and she has
also made links with Gresford All Saints School.

1153. Lighting Committee 
The minutes were received and it was reported: 
a) Cllr Harriman was elected Chair, and Cllr Holmes Vice-Chair.
b) Branches are to be cut back to make the VAS on Marford Hill more visible.
c) Discussions are ongoing regarding illuminating the footway at Marford crossing.
d) Quotations are awaited for an electricity feeder box for Christmas lighting.  The position 

was clarified for new members that the Council can no longer connect to the highway 
lighting.

e) Costings for the removal and replacement of lighting from telegraph poles to replacement 
poles, and costings for a column replacement, are awaited.

f) A meeting of the Lighting Consortium should take place in November; date tbc.
g) The MEGA invoice for electrical inspection and testing (first presented for approval in Nov 

2021) was recommended for approval for payment. The Chair of the Finance Committee 
confirmed that the Finance Committee also recommended it for payment. Councillors 
approved the invoice for payment.

A query was raised as to whether the VAS were working properly. The Chair agreed to look at 
this. Action: Cllr J Jones to check if the signs are working and report as necessary. 

1154. Finance 
a) Report of the delayed Finance Committee meeting held 5 October 2022

Cllr Edwards was thanked for his diligent work in looking after the Community Council’s
finances for many years after retiring from this role. The Finance Committee elected Cllr
Keith Hobbley, the current Vice-Chair, to the role of Chair, and Cllr Brockhurst as the new
Vice-Chair. Minutes of the meeting will be brought to the next Full Council meeting,
together with documents.

b) Financial matters

Committees were asked to consider their budget requirements for next year and future

years; a template to assist Committees with this task will be produced. Action: Cllr

Hobbley and Clerk will produce the template; to be circulated as soon as possible.

The 1st and 2nd quarterly reports will be received by each Committee at their next
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meetings. 
A current anticipated budget shortfall of £7,676 in relation to street lighting electricity 
costs was highlighted and explained - although increased costs had been anticipated in the 
budget, which had been considered adequate at the time, electricity costs have increased  
a lot and are over budget, with further increases and shortfalls possible. The Finance 
Committee had recommended that the Council agree that the shortfall be funded from 
Reserves. The Council approved the funding of the shortfall from the reserves. 
Increased gravediggers’ fees – the Finance Committee considered that the impact of the 
increase required a special meeting of the Cemetery Committee to consider and review 
fees. Action:  Asst. Clerk to contact Chair of Cemetery Committee to schedule a meeting. 
Planning Aid course – a recommendation was made to approve the payment of £150 for 
the ‘Planning: From Start to Finish’ course delivered by Planning Aid which Councillors 
would do their best to attend. The payment of £150.00 for the course was approved. 
The impact of increased costs, generally, was noted and it was reported that other budget 
headings may become overspent. It was recommended and agreed that the community be 
made aware of the impact of cost if living increase/inflation on the council’s current and 
future finances and budgets. 
Action: Cllr Jones to include in item for December edition of Essentials magazine. 
Walking football possible shortfall – the figures are not confirmed and further, updated, 
information would be required for a recommendation to be made, although subscriptions 
could increase following increased publicity. 
Increased cemetery costs – it was considered whether an interim cost increase was 
required. It was agreed that cemetery fees would remain unchanged until the Cemetery 
Committee have met and reported back to the November meeting. 

c) Payments for Approval - October Payments for Approval were approved: -

Scottish Power Electricity DD £1,000.28 

Vodaphone Mobile phone DD £62.94 

Salix Finance Street light loan DD £3,524.07 

BT CCTV DD £56.75 

Unity Bank Service charge DD £29.85 

Unity Bank Manual handling charge DD £0.30 

NJW Ground Maintenance Cemetery and Allington Park grass 
cutting 

FP £1,746.00 

Zoom (via credit card) Meeting platform licence FP £14.39 

Microsoft (via credit card) Email and staff IT licence FP £61.20 

NJW Grounds maintenance Allington Park and Cemetery Ground 
maintenance 

FP £1,164.00 

Clerk Staff net pay 

Assistant Clerk Staff net pay 

Community Agent Staff net pay 

HMRC Tax and NI 

Clwyd Pensions Employer and employee pension 
payments 

Clwyd pensions Balance payment due (prepared for 
submission but unpaid) 

Cllr A Bailey 2021-22 mandatory payment 
(processed but unpaid) 

Total staffing costs £2,988.75 

Steve Pugh Limited Grave digging charges £900.00 
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Mrs Sue Price* Lake receipts £87.42 

ICMM August training *£162.00 

MEGA Invoice re lighting survey £3,244.37 

One Voice Wales Councillor training invoice £35.00 

People Safe Personal security app balancing 
payment due 

£8.10 

C Povey (Hyperjar) Reimbursement of Zoom £14.39 

Canda copying Copier rental £30.00 

Canda copying Photocopier meter reading 
(estimated) 

£34.94 

1155. Planning application requests 
To consider any planning application requests received under Town and Country Planning Act 
1990 (as amended). Please view documents in advance of meeting on Wrexham Council 
Planning portal: https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/ 

Planning 
reference 

Address Detail Gresford Community 
Council comments 

a) P/2022/0744 Bryn Y Groes 
Cottage, Chester 
Road, Gresford, 
Wrexham, LL12 8TN 

Two storey 
front and single 
storey side 
extension. 

The Council queried 
whether the addition of 
the balcony will affect the 
privacy of others. 

Cllr A Ellis left the meeting 

b) P/2022/0198 24, Winchester Way, 
Gresford, Wrexham, 
LL12 8HG.  

Erection of shed 
in retrospect. 

The Council decided not to 
withdraw previous 
comments. 

Cllr Ellis joined the meeting. 

c) P/2022/0812 84 And 86, Chester 
Road, Wrexham, 
LL12 8NT. 

Construction of 
a new access off 
a classified 
highway to 
create off road 
parking. 

No objection. 

d) P/2022/0853 49 Stancliffe 
Avenue, Marford, 
Wrexham, LL12 8LN. 

Works to trees 
protected by 
tree 
preservation 
order WCBC 98. 

The Council would follow 
the advice of the Tree 
Officer but noted the 
difficulty of commenting as 
there were no documents 
available from WCBC. 

Cllr Edwards left the meeting. 

e) P/2022/0845 Rofft County 
Borough School, 
Wynnstay Lane, 
Marford, LL12 8LA. 

Retention of 
temporary 
classroom. 

Not possible to comment 
as there were no 
documents available from 
WCBC. 

Cllr Edwards re joined the meeting. 

f) P/2022/0838 Dinchope Wynnstay 
Lane Marford, LL12 
8YA. 

Extension to 
garage roof. 

No objection. 

1156. Climate Emergency 
It was agreed to defer this item to the next meeting. 

1157. Correspondence 
Training – The Council agreed the Planning Aid course at a fee of £150 as reported in Finance 

https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications?civica.query.FullTextSearch=gresford%20#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=73173&KeyText=Subject
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications?civica.query.FullTextSearch=P%2F2022%2F0198#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=72192&KeyText=Subject
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications?civica.query.FullTextSearch=gresford#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=73276&KeyText=Subject
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications?civica.query.FullTextSearch=Gresford#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=73308&KeyText=Subject
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications?civica.query.FullTextSearch=Gresford#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=73296&KeyText=Subject
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item 10.a). 
Action:  Clerk to action this decision. 

1158. Member’s urgent announcements and requests for future meeting items 
a) Remembrance - It was agreed that the consideration of the route regarding poppies

would wait until the General Amenities Committee meeting on 19 October.
b) Gorse Crescent – Cllr Blackmore reported that the discussion about dogs and handlers was

no longer required at this meeting.
c) All Saints Christmas Tree sponsorship- The information received was considered and

sponsorship of £30.00 agreed and approved for payment.
d) The village Christmas Tree – Information about Christmas tree enquiries was shared. It

was agreed to delegate a decision about a tree up to a ceiling of £300 to the Clerk
together with the Chair/Chair of General Amenities.
Action: Clerk, Cllr Jones and Councillor Holmes to action as delegated.
It was noted that an item is required for General Amenities about a Christmas tree at the
church.

e) Eisteddfod project - Confirmed for discussion at the Events Working Group meeting.
f) Resignation - Cllr J Hobbley reported his resignation and his enjoyment of his time on the

Council. Councillors thanked him for his work for the community and wished him well.

1159. Date, Venue and Time of next meeting 
The date and time of the next meeting was confirmed for Thursday 3 November 2022 at 
6.30pm via Zoom. 
Cllr Abram gave her apology for absence in advance. 

Meeting closed 8.12pm. 

CHAIR    JH Jones DATE 31st October 2022
COUNCILLOR J. Jones 
*This meeting took place remotely, using Zoom software, under the Local Government and Elections
(Wales) Act 2021 (following The Local Authorities (Coronavirus)(Meetings)(Wales) Regulations 2020)
which make provision for meetings to take place remotely.


