
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL GENERAL 

AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD REMOTELY  18 JANUARY AT 6.30PM 
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Members Present:  Councillors Holmes, Hobbley, O’Grady, Bailey, Jones, Ellis, Abram. 
Chair: Cllr Holmes 
Clerk: C. Povey 
Apologies: Cllr Blackmore. 
 
1.  Welcome and receive apologies for absence. 

Welcome made and apologies accepted from Cllr Blackmore. 

2.  Declarations of interest 
Cllr Holmes declared an interest in Gresford Trust and Allington Park Lease. 

3.  Minutes of the previous meeting and matters arising 
a) It was resolved to accept the minutes of the previous meeting of the General Amenities Committee held 

on the 26 October 2022. 

b) There were no matters arising raised here. 

c) An Action Update and Clerk Report briefing on agenda items were received. 

4.  Play Area Inspections  
a) Repair and maintenance plan  

• Grass mats - Cllr Holmes reported that WCBC had been in contact with her to say areas of the grass 
mats require renewal and that, previously, a play equipment contractor had provided costings in the 
region of £12-15k for each park. The locum Clerk had suggested it may be cheaper to use a 
groundwork contractor instead and one quote for £8k for both parks had been received. It was 
suggested to obtain quotes and look to pay for this work from reserves. 

Action: Cllrs Homes and Jones to obtain quotations for the work, including cost per square metre, to be 
circulated to the committee ahead of recommendation to the Full Council. 

• The basket in the cantilever swing might also need replacement; WCBC to confirm. 

• No other new equipment or repairs were currently envisaged. 

• Allington Park maintenance - quote information received from the Trust was shared in relation to 
proposed vertidrain pitch maintenance work. Quotes had been supplied for the whole job and split 
proportionately with the Council. The major cost was the mobilising of the equipment required -  
therefore, it was more cost effective for the work at the Trust and Community Council sites to be 
carried out at the same time. It was agreed to recommend this payment to Full Council as a 
proportionate cost of the full quote received by the Trust for vertidrain work being 0.9% by hectare of 
the total cost which amounts to £1,305 plus VAT. 

Action:  Cllr Holmes to meet with Gresford Athletic Junior Football club to discuss costs and to reach 
agreement on reimbursement.   
Cllr Hobbley summarised that the latest plan for Reserves provides funds for new and replacement play 
equipment, and major repair and resurfacing work, should a maintenance inspection require this. 
Action: Cllr Holmes and Clerk to obtain quotations for play inspection and for the work to the cantilever 
swing basket. 
b) Signage for playgrounds - signs have been ordered and are being made; a query was raised and answered 

regarding artwork. 
c) Annual Play Inspection Service Level Agreement (the SLA) – the SLA was received. The 3% interest due to 

inflation was highlighted and the date for return on 1 March 2023 was noted.  It was reported that, 
previously, enquiries had been made about alternative arrangements but the same level of service had 
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not been available. A detailed consideration of the costs referred to in the SLA was made and the benefit 
of reduced costs in relation to inspection fees was highlighted. Some queries were raised as action points. 

Action: Clerk to: 

• Query the provision of litter clearance separately for Skate Park and goal end, play area and youth
shelter at Allington Park.

• Clarify the ‘standard satisfactory to WCBC’ generally, and in relation to installation of the zip wire,
so that this can be referenced when the Community Council organises works.

• Clarify the qualifications of those carrying out the weekly inspections.
Action: Clerk to make enquiries about similar arrangements other local Community Councils have, for 
information. 
It was agreed to recommend to Full Council to proceed to enter into an Annual Play Inspection Service Level 
Agreement 2023/2024 with WCBC for High St., Allington Park, Gresford, two sites – to include play area, goal 
end, Skate Park and youth shelter, and at Claypit Lane, Marford – to include play area and two x goal ends, at 
total cost of £5,430 plus VAT, and to review alternatives for next year. 

5. Marford Park 
a) Zip wire at Marford Play Area – the contractor confirmed that the part has been ordered but delivery is

still awaited.
b) Progress on Lease – the maintenance of the hedges and trees on site needs to be completed to Gresford

Community Council’s satisfaction before accepting the Lease, although the Heads of Terms could be
finalised and a Lease prepared in readiness.

Action:  Cllr Holmes will speak with WCBC regarding the outstanding tree report. 
Action: Cllr Jones to follow up on the Lease. 

6. Allington Park 
a) Replanting of trees – a further suggestion is awaited from WCBC regarding the WI tree. The tree

previously suggested had been unsuitable in all the circumstances. It was noted that planting will need to
take place by the end of March 2023.

b) Repairs to fencing – there has been no further comment from WCBC regarding responsibility for the fence
between High Street and Allington Park. It was agreed that quotes should be sought to separate this
fencing from the neighbouring property.

Action: to obtain up-to-date quotations for the fence work. 
c) CCTV – it was recognised that there is a requirement for this policy to be reviewed. It was reiterated that

an update/simplification of the policy wording would not suffice. Councillors will need to fully-review the
documentation and installation decision, for compliance. It was discussed and suggested that this is
carried out by the May meeting. In the interim it was agreed that the Clerk periodically check that the
system is working and recording the correct date and time.

Action: Clerk to make enquiries of local Community Councils re policy and supporting paperwork. Clerk to 
carry out a weekly check that the equipment is recording and that the time and date are correct. 
Cllr Holmes reported that the Freedom Fibre box reported in Full Council is to be relocated onto WCBC verge 
on High Street beside the play park.  Cllr Homes has asked for a site visit and to be consulted. 

7. General 
a) Trade bins – it was reported that ten bins were bought by Gresford Community Council and installed in

the community by WCBC; one has been replaced by WCBC. It was not known who was responsible for
these bins. There are three others in the Allington Park. The bins will be considered against the Asset
Register as part of its review.

Action:  Councillors to review the Asset Register and Cllr Holmes to speak with Street Scene at WCBC re bin 
responsibility and outstanding bin replacement (Chester Road by Chinese takeaway). 
b) Zebra crossing at Marford – a positive meeting with Local Councillor Blackmore and local PCSO was

reported - following which Cllr Blackmore would speak with GO Safe about queries raised regarding the
crossing and parking issues. It was queried whether additional lighting could be provided for those
waiting at the crossing. A resident has agreed to arrange for a tree obstructing one beacon to be cut back.

c) Insurance – Councillors received information from the insurers about an additional premium for the skate
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park and zip wire and agreed to recommend payment of £200.00 plus 12% insurance premium tax to Full 
Council. 

d) Asset Register – discussed under minute reference 7a).
e) Renewal of grass-cutting contract 2023-26 – Cllr Holmes reported that the existing grass contract, details

of the work carried out by the contractor at Alington Park and in the Cemetery and the North Wales
Wildlife Trust Botanical survey, would be reviewed to prepare a new contract for tender.

Action Cllr Holmes to meet with Cllr Bailey and Assistant Clerk to discuss in preparation this. 
f) Bench - Cllr Jones reported there had been no further communication in relation to the carved bench

request.
g) Request for a plaque on an existing bench – Cllr Jones reported having been approached by a resident

regarding placing a plaque on an existing bench by the lake and explained the background to the request.
It was noted that there was no precedent or process for this. It was reported that in practice there are
limited benches without plaques. The current bench policy allows anyone asking for a bench to request a
plaque for it should they so wish. Cllr Jones also suggested the current bench policy be amended to allow
applications for plaques separate to benches; the Clerk did not consider that this was needed. The
applicant’s request for a plaque for this bench was accepted subject to confirmation that the bench was
not purchased by a resident. Councillors were asked to consider how this would be facilitated and agreed
that purchase and installation would be arranged by the Council with only the cost of the plaque
reimbursed by the applicant.

Action:  Cllr Jones to liaise with Clerk ahead of agreement by the committee for referral to Full Council. 

8. Gresford lake 
a) Risk assessment- an assessor is due to meet Cllr Jones 9 February to carry out a risk assessment.
b) Local places for nature scheme
Cllr Holmes left the meeting.

Councillors agreed that having regard to the information provided the area was not eligible for the 
scheme and arrangements to bring it within the remit were not considered appropriate. 

c) Grant application – Cllr Jones reported that the application had been submitted and an update is
expected in April. The Council had permission to share details of the bid application and Cllr Bailey would
report the update to IMAGE. The application makes provision for youth-led work which will, hopefully,
involve the local schools, and the help of Menter Iaith has been enlisted regarding Welsh language
promotion. Cllr Jones also reported that there may be additional grants available in future if we are
successful in this bid.

Cllr Holmes re-joined. 

9. Events Working Group 
GCC Christmas Grotto – a positive report was received. It was confirmed the Events Working Group intended 
to be involved with future events at the Artisan Market. It was confirmed that organisations providing 
donations had been thanked. The next event would be linked to the Scarecrow Trail. 
Future events/potential events 
King’s coronation – the EWG will look at this and are considering Kings Coronation quiz. Councillors were 
invited to provide input. 

10. Remembrance 
Tommy – options for the damaged Tommy soldier were discussed including removal, fixing on a replacement 
and alternative/additional locations. There had been few location suggestions from the public. The committee 
agreed a recommendation for Full Council that: 

• a replacement Tommy is purchased (currently £175.00 per statue);

• arrangements made to fix to the remaining part in the existing site; and

• an additional Tommy is purchased and installed by the Church.
Councillors were confident that they would get free local assistance with installation. 

11. Christmas 
a) Battery lights – the battery lights were reported to have worked well using both sets of batteries
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supplied. 
b) Suitable locations in the community were considered for planting of real trees and issues relating to 

visibility and services were noted. 
Action:  Cllr Holmes to speak with WCBC regarding services. 
Cllrs agreed to recommend real trees in large tubs to the Full Council with suggested locations, although it 
was noted clarification of visibility/sight lines and underground services would still be needed by: 

• by the shops in the village; 

• the corner of Claypit Lane; 

• the wide verge on Chester Road before the turning for Pant Lane; 

• the verge outside the Co-op. 
It was discussed that the Council/school eco group could consider suitable recycled/recyclable decorations for 
the school pupils to make for the tree. 
Action Cllr Jones to speak initially to Headteacher at All Saints’ about the possibility of running a 
competition. 

12.  Future projects for maintenance and improvements 
Noticeboards - it was suggested that some repairs may improve the noticeboards. Cllr Jones suggested adding 
draft excluder strips. It was discussed and agreed that both noticeboards would need replacing within the 
next two-to-five years. It was expected that quotes could be in excess of £1,500 for each. 
Action:  Try draft excluders and find out if anyone refits notice boards. 
Clerk to liaise with Community agent about up-to-date football information. 

13.  Date, Venue and Time of next meeting 
Future dates of 19 July 2023, 18 October 2023 and 17 January 2023 were suggested with future dates to be 
confirmed once agreed at Full Council. 

 
Meeting ended 8.40pm 
 
CHAIR ....................................................         DATE................................................ 
Cllr Holmes 
 
*This meeting took place remotely, using Zoom software, under the Local Government and 
Elections (Wales) Act 2021 (following The Local Authorities (Coronavirus)(Meetings)(Wales) 
Regulations 2020. )  which make provision for meetings to take place remotely. 


