
  

 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GRESFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD REMOTELY THURSDAY 

2 MARCH 2023 AT 6.30PM 

314 
 

Members Present:  Cllrs Jones, Hobbley, Edwards, Blackmore, O’Grady, Abram, Brockhurst, Holmes, Cruz, 
Bailey, Lewis 
Also present: S Harris (Assistant Clerk). 
Chair: Cllr J Jones 
Clerk: C Povey 
Apologies: Cllrs Harriman and Ellis. 
 

1232.  Welcome, receive and accept apologies for absence. 
Councillors were welcomed and apologies received and accepted from Cllrs Ellis and Harriman. 

1233.  Declaration of Office 
Cllr Lewis made her Declaration of Office in the presence of the Clerk and Cllrs. 

1234.  Declarations of interest 
Declarations of personal interests were received from Cllrs on matters to be considered at the 
meeting as follows:  

Item Interest Cllr 

10.c)ii Maes y Pant Edwards 

10.c)ii Gresford WI and Wrexham Rugby Club Blackmore 

10.c)ii Gresford Retirement Club Hobbley 

10.c)ii Maes y Pant, Gresford Community Library and Image Bailey 

10.c)ii Gresford Trust Holmes 

10.c)ii Wrexham Rugby Club Brockhurst 

10.c)ii Gresford Community Library Jones 

10.c)ii Gresford Trust  Cruz 
 

1235.  Public Participation 
There were no members of the public present. 

1236.  Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting 
The Council resolved that the previous Minutes of the meeting of the Council, held on 2 February 
2023, be signed as a correct record. 

1237.  Matters arising from previous Minutes and progress on actions not on the agenda. 
Cllrs received the Action List. 
a) Speed Watch – Cllr Bailey reported on the availability of training through One Voice Wales 

and that Rossett Community Council was intending to launch Speed Watch there. Cllrs 
discussed and agreed that Cllr Bailey would take the lead in liaising with Rossett Community 
Council with a view to pooling information and resources and recruiting additional 
community volunteers. Cllrs Cruz and Edwards and S Harris volunteered to assist. 

Action:  Cllr Bailey to provide information to Cllr Jones to advertise the initiative on Facebook.  
Cllr Bailey to liaise with Rossett Community Council and report back to Full Council in April. 
b) The crossing at Marford – Cllr Jones drew attention to the report on the Marford site 

meeting of 12 January 2023 to look at the crossing and traffic by the school and reported 
that she had liaised with TWM to arrange a site visit to look at VAS options. 

Action:  Cllr Blackmore to follow-up with: 
i. Enforcement officers. 
ii. Go Safe vehicle re. a visit. 
iii. Rofft School Governors. 
iv. Paul Rogers of WCBC re. downlighters for the crossing beacons. 

c) Location and nature of future meetings. 
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Cllr Jones reported that there had been no further information received on funding for 
equipment to support hybrid meeting and, as such, she had contacted the Wrexham 
Member of the Senedd who had made an enquiry of the Minister for Finance and Local 
Government. 
Cllrs discussed the current position and opinion varied as to whether meetings should remain 
online or be held in person. The availability of wifi in past venues was noted; however the 
importance of ensuring that no-one is disadvantaged when accessing a meeting remotely 
was highlighted. Following a robust discussion a vote was held; majority of Cllrs agreed that 
meetings should remain online until the position is reviewed again in the May meeting. 

1238.  Reports 
To receive and consider the following reports: 
a) Local PCSO Report – Cllrs noted that the PCSO will not be attending future meetings and a 

report was received immediately ahead of the meeting. 
b) Community Agent Report – this was received with thanks. Cllrs discussed progress on the 

Dementia Friendly Village letters to businesses.  A positive report was received in respect of 
the Co-op who were interested in more information for their day staff. Cllr Jones offered to 
print out letters to assist Cllrs as required. 

c) Asst Clerk Report - this was received with thanks. The upcoming meeting of the Cemetery 
Committee was highlighted and a quote for the cemetery gate is awaited. There may be an 
update on the allotments following a University of Wales meeting on 16 March 2023. 

d) Borough Cllrs’ reports: 
i. Gresford East and West - no report was received. 
ii. Marford and Hoseley - Cllr Blackmore directed Cllrs to her report in Essentials Mag, not 

yet published. 
e) Clerk Report on agenda items - this was received. 

1239.  General Amenities  
a) To receive any urgent updates.  

i. Wooden Bell in Gresford – The WI were thanked for their ongoing support and it was 
agreed that the WI be provided with linseed oil, estimated at £15.00, for maintenance. 

b) Cllrs’ attention was drawn to the Allington Park football pitch Maintenance Schedule which 
was provided with meeting papers. It was clarified that the Council was being asked to 
consider a proportionate payment for the cost of the vertidrain quote for work on pitches, 
received by the Trust. This cost represents Allington Park’s 0.9 hectares of the total 3 
hectares of grass overall. A robust discussion took place regarding the work, especially in 
relation to the need for sand treatment this year. The Council agreed to proceed with the 
work, to be carried out by the specialist maintenance contractor, at the cost of £1305 plus 
VAT for the general safety and benefit of all playing football on Allington Park. Cllr Brockhurst 
pointed out that he has expertise in this area and was invited to be involved in future 
discussions regarding the football pitch in Allington Park and the area used for football in 
Marford Park.  

Action:  Cllr Blackmore to bring maintenance at Marford Park to the General Amenities 
Committee once there is progress on the Lease. Cllr Brockhurst to assist in any future discussions 
regarding pitch maintenance. 
c) Gresford Lake – Cllr Jones drew Cllrs’ attention to the funding request for an April Lake Clean-

up and reported that the equipment is intended for use in both April and in future, in 
particular to assist in work to protect plants.  
i. It was agreed that funds could be allocated to spend on the lake from the Environment 

budget. 
ii. It was agreed that funds could be spent as detailed in the report. 

Cllr Jones reported a positive update that the lake grant application for £50k funding to improve 
biodiversity is currently going through the final assessment stage. 
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d) Events 
i. Eisteddford - Cllr Abraham was thanked for her work in relation to the Community 

Council’s support of, and attendance at, the local school Eisteddfods and a positive report 
was given about the most recent event. The increased price of shields was noted and the 
purchase of an identical second shield, at a cost in the region of £80.00, was approved. 
Cllr Jones will give prizes at The Rofft on 7 March and Cllrs Jones and Lewis will attend to 
judge the All Saints Eisteddfod on 10 March, representing the Council on both occasions. 
Cllr O’Grady left the meeting. 
It was reported that The Rofft would prefer an art-related prize, which they are yet to 
decide upon. Cllrs approved the delegation of the purchase of this prize to the Clerk and 
Chair, up to a value £100. An invitation for all Cllrs to attend The Rofft before recitals was 
received. 

ii. Artisan Market 30 April 2023 – Cllr Jones reported that the Events Working Group is 
planning for the Community Council to attend the Artisan Market event on 30 April 2023, 
to promote community engagement and interest in the lake plans. She suggested that 
the Council may require a GCC banner for such events which will need to be purchased. 
Cllr Brockhurst confirmed the availability of gazebos from Wrexham Rugby Club. 
Cllr Blackmore asked that the Community Council consider attending at the events held 
at the Methodist Church, and this was agreed. 

Action:  Cllr Blackmore to co-ordinate with Cllrs re. attendance at future events. 
iii. 3rd September 2023 - a ‘Picnic in the Park’- type event is being explored to coincide with 

the end of IMAGE’s Scarecrow Trail. A small Steering Group, involving members of local 
community groups, is meeting on 9th March to get plans started. 

iv. Coronation - a simple GCC fun quiz is being planned to be posted on Facebook. 
v. Allington Park event - a request has been received to hold an event on Allington Park.  

The Trust were asked but the date was not available. The event is proposed for June and 
will be a similar event to one held previously. Cllr Holmes reported that the previous 
event was well-run and that this one was not anticipated to be as large. The Council 
agreed to the event in principle. 

Action:  Clerk to make contact so that they can liaise with the Council over plans for the event. 

1240.  Lighting 
a) In Cllr Harriman’s absence, Cllr Holmes reported that the Lighting Committee meeting took 

place on 22 February 2023. 
b) To consider recommendations from the committee: 

i. To approve the replacement of nine concrete columns identified on the MEGA Electrical 
NW Ltd inventory as ‘dangerous’. 
Cllr Holmes reported the circumstances relating to poles considered to be dangerous by 
Mega. Cllrs’ attention was drawn to the estimated cost of the work. It was highlighted 
that a formal quote would be sought and that costs may increase due to the rising cost of 
steel. Cllr Holmes explained that the committee recommended using Mega for this work, 
rather than seeking competitive quotes for the work, in part because, on a previous 
occasion when GCC had tendered for similar work, the contractor had been unable to 
fulfil the contract and this was when Mega was first used. 
A query was raised as to whether there were sufficient funds for this work. Cllr Hobbley, 
as Chair of Finance, confirmed that there were funds in Reserve allocated for this year 
and next for this purpose. Cllr Homes reported that it was anticipated that all poles 
would require replacement in due course. 
Cllr Edwards reiterated that the Lighting Committee was satisfied that it was the correct 
decision to use Mega as the contractors for this work as per the recommendation of the 
committee. The Council then unanimously resolved: 

ii. to approve the replacement of all these columns in one batch; 
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iii. to agree that these columns be replaced by Mega at an estimated cost of £1320 + VAT per 
column, at an estimated total cost £11,880 + VAT;  

iv. to approve the use of Mega, without obtaining further quotations, for the reasons set out 
in the Lighting Committee Minutes and repeated here in that: 

 Mega are contracted by WCBC to carry out all their lighting work; 

 they are the Lighting Consortium contractor for repairs to current footway lighting; 

 enquiries locally have confirmed that there is no practical or suitable alternative; 

 the work requires immediate attention as it has been identified as ‘dangerous’; 

 should another contractor carry out the work, MEGA would have to inspect the 
columns after installation before any agreement to include them in the current 
Maintenance Contract we have with them; they could require further remedial work 
before they were prepared to take on their maintenance. This risk/cost is removed if 
Mega undertake the work.  

1241.  Finance - KH 
a) The Minutes of the meeting of the Finance Committee held on Monday 13 February 2023 

were received as a report to the Council. There were no queries raised. 
b) Draft Budget Sheet for publication – the draft Budget Sheet was approved subject to the 

addition of an explanation that the Full Council makes all budgetary decisions.   
Action: Cllr Hobbley to review to include the additional paragraph and to consider providing a 
comparison with last year. 
c) Recommendations received from the Finance Committee 

i. Reserves Policy Plan – This was recommended for approval by the Finance Committee 
and unanimously approved. 

ii. Grants 
Cllr Edwards left the meeting while the Maes y Pant application was discussed. 
Maes y Pant - Cllr Hobbley reported a recent update in relation to information and 
documentation provided by Maes y Pant. An urgent grant application had then been 
submitted to carry out a recommended specialist survey of 15 trees, bordering Whiteway 
Drive, which were considered unsafe. This work would cost £607 and a £500 grant was 
requested.  
It was highlighted that this application was not on the original list of grants but, where 
urgent, the Council can consider granting it in this financial year. Any grant application 
would usually go to the Finance Committee for consideration before being brought to the 
Council but, in this instance, this would take the decision into the next financial year and 
could affect Maes y Pant’s opportunity to apply for grant funding in 2023-24. The grant 
for £500 was approved. 
The Council considered and approved the grants recommended by the Finance 
Committee. The grant awards for 2022 – 2023 were agreed as follows: 

   NAME OF GROUP RECOMMENDED AWARD £  

 GRANTS UP TO £500  

1 Maes y Pant   500                    

2 Gresford Retirement Club 500 

3 Nightingale House Hospice 500 

4 Gresford WI 100 

5 Gresford Community Library 500 

6 IMAGE 500 

 TOTAL OF GRANTS RECOMMENDED UNDER £500 2,600 

 GRANTS OVER £500  

7 Gresford Allotments Association 1920 

8 Gresford Recreational Club 1000 



 

318 
 

9 Gresford Cricket Club   850 

10 Wrexham Rugby Club 1000 

11 Gresford Trust 4000 

12 Offa CC (approved by Council in Jul 22, and paid in Aug 22)   500 

 TOTAL OF GRANTS RECOMMENDED OVER £500 9,270 

 DONATIONS  

13 Wales Air Ambulance Charity  100 

14 Cerebral Palsy Cymru    50 

15 Family Friends  100 

16 Hope House Hospice  250 

17 Tenovus Cancer Care  100 

18 Wrexham Sounds  0 

 TOTAL OF DONATIONS RECOMMENDED 600 

TOTAL  12,470 

It was noted that 2022-23 Reserves have increased in the sum of £2500 due to a refund 

received of a grant paid in the last financial year for work that was not carried out. 

iii. The Council agreed to funding the sum of £1,470 over the grant budget from Reserves. 
iv. Confidential Staffing item – the recommendation of the Finance Committee was agreed. 

d) Payments for Approval – the Payments for Approval list and supporting invoices were 
received, together with the Maes y Pant grant of £500 and payment for an additional 
Eisteddfod Trophy, both agreed in this meeting. Payments were approved as follows: 
 

Payment to Reason Online Amount 

Steve Pugh Grave making BP £125.00 

BT CCTV DD 56.75 

Scottish Power Electricity DD 460.42 

Hafren Dyfrdwy Water supply Cemetery BP 45.36 

Salopian Lake Risk Assessment BP £330.00 

One Voice Wales Membership BP £1,037.00 

Darland Eisteddfod printing BP £12.50 

WPG Limited Marford and Gresford play area signs BP £546.00 

SLCC Asst Clerk GDPR eLearning BP £36.00 

SLCC Asst Clerk Cemetery Training BP £42.00 

Mega Lighting faults October to December BP £76.58 

Skyguard Peoplesafe App 14/01/23- 13/04/2023 BP £48.60 

M T Williams Refund pre-purchased Plot Chq £262.00 

Mark Brown Remote IT support BP £35.00 

C Povey Hyperjar payments itemised below BP £512.06  

Ray Parry Zip wire repairs Marford BP £1518.00 

S C Happs Fee for playground sign design BP £100.00 

Camilla Povey Salary, backpay and allowance  BP   

Stephen Harris  Salary and allowance  BP   

Ruth Thompson Salary, expenses and allowance  BP   

HMRC Tax & NI monthly submission  BP   

Clwyd Pension Scheme  Monthly submission  BP   

 Total Staffing costs    £4,776.74 

 Total Cllrs’ allowances   £1,737.50 



 

319 
 

Grants and donations 

Payment to Reason Online Amount 

Maes y Pant Grant payment BP £500.00 

Gresford Retirement Club Grant payment BP £500.00 

Nightingale House Hospice Grant payment BP £500.00 

Gresford WI Grant payment BP £100.00 

Gresford Community Library Grant payment BP £500.00 

IMAGE Grant payment BP £500.00 

Gresford Allotments Association Grant payment BP £1,920.00 

Gresford Retirement Club Grant payment BP £1,000.00 

Gresford Cricket Club Grant payment BP £850.00 

Wrexham Rugby Club Grant payment BP £1,000.00 

Gresford Trust Grant payment BP £4,000.00 

Wales Air Ambulance Charity Grant payment BP  £100.00 

Cerebral Palsy Cymru Grant payment BP    £50.00 

Family Friends Grant payment BP £100.00 

Hope House Hospice Grant payment BP  £250.00 

Tenovus Cancer Care Grant payment BP  £100.00 

Hyperjar payments 

Zoom Online meeting subscription 29/01/23   14.39 

Microsoft MS licences x14   50.40 

Trophystore Eisteddford Trophy   80.23 

RBLI Tommy Statue   200.00 

Brunel Engraving Bench plaque     66.24 

Amazon  Lake bin bags   6.18 

Zoom Online meeting subscription 28/02/23  14.39 

Trophystore Eisteddford Trophy (additional)   80.23 

    Total 512.06 
 

1242.  Planning application requests 
Planning application requests were considered; it was agreed to make the following comments: 

    Gresford Community 
Council comments 

a)  P/2023/0038 
- Valid From 
25/01/2023 

24, Meadows 
View, Marford, 
LL12 8LR 

Single storey front 
extension. 

The Community Council 
would like there to be a 
requirement to use every 
effort during construction to 
keep the highway clear on 
the dangerous corner. 

b)  P/2023/0059 
- Valid From 
31/01/2023  

4 Cavendish Close, 
Gresford, LL12 
8ND 

Lawful development 
certificate for proposed 
replacement of existing 
windows and doors. 

No comment. 

c)  P/2023/0061 
- Valid From 
06/02/2023  

Pine Ridge, Pistyll 
Hill, Marford, LL12 
8LE 

Works to trees protected 
by preservation order 
WCBC 165. 

It was noted that, as the 
reason for work included 
the health and safety of the 
tree, the applicant would 
need to provide a 

https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications?civica.query.FullTextSearch=P%2F2023%2F0038#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=73743&KeyText=Subject
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications?civica.query.FullTextSearch=P%2F2023%2F0038#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=73743&KeyText=Subject
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications?civica.query.FullTextSearch=P%2F2023%2F0038#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=73743&KeyText=Subject
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications?civica.query.FullTextSearch=Gresford#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=73762&KeyText=Subject
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications?civica.query.FullTextSearch=Gresford#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=73762&KeyText=Subject
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications?civica.query.FullTextSearch=Gresford#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=73762&KeyText=Subject
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications?civica.query.FullTextSearch=Gresford#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=73763&KeyText=Subject
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications?civica.query.FullTextSearch=Gresford#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=73763&KeyText=Subject
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications?civica.query.FullTextSearch=Gresford#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=73763&KeyText=Subject
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professional arboriculturist 
tree report. So long as 
WCBC Arboriculture Officer 
receives, and is fully-
satisfied with, this the 
Council has no further 
comment. 

d)  P/2022/1067 
- Valid From 
08/02/2023 

Hoseley House, 
Hoseley Lane, 
Marford, LL12 8YD 

Extension to garage, first 
floor rear extension and 
extension to guest house. 

The Council had considered 
this previously and had no 
objection. 

e)  P/2020/0887
- Valid From 
14/02/2023 

Caia Farm, Old 
Wrexham Road, 
Gresford, LL12 
8UA 

Change of use of land from 
agricultural to suI generis 
(dog exercise/training 
area) in retrospect. 

No comment. 

 

1243.  Climate Emergency 
Cllr Bailey reported plans for a community questionnaire, working towards launch at the end of 
April. Action: Cllrs Bailey and Abram to consult with other groups who have carried out surveys 
about the best platform, and will have regard to GDPR requirements. Cllr Abram to provide a 
draft to fellow Cllrs for ideas and comments, by email, prior to publication. 

1244.  Policy/Policy Review 
a) Policies highlighted in the previous Full Council meeting: 

i. Dignity at Work Bullying and Harassment Policy. 
ii. Disciplinary Procedure. 
iii. ACAS Code of Practice on Disciplinary and Grievance Procedures. 

These were approved subject to review to ensure that wording ensured they were fully-inclusive. 
b) The following were agreed for policy review in April: 

i. Grievance Policy. 
ii. Complaints Policy. 

1245.  Correspondence  
a) The letter from Lesley Griffiths MS relating to primary care in general and Alyn Family 

Doctors was received and discussed. It was raised that patient engagement remained a 
priority and it was felt that regular meetings with Alyn Family Doctors would be helpful. 

b) The WCBC Consultation on the Council Plan 2023 – 2028 was received. It was agreed that 
there was insufficient time to provide a Community Council response but noted that Cllrs 
could respond as individuals by the deadline of 14 March 2023. 

c) A Diolch am 20/Thanks for 20 communication had been received. It was accepted that it was 
up to WCBC to determine any exception to the speed limits in the area. 

1246.  Member’s urgent announcements and requests for future meeting items  
a) Cllr Jones reported a problems relating to some eMails not being received by recipients. This 

was noted as something to be aware of; removing all links to the GCC website in emails will 
prevent the problem.   

b) GCC articles will now appear in Essentials Mag in April, July, October and January. 
c) Cllrs were reminded that WCBC traffic enforcement will take immediate action where cars 

are illegally parked if provided with photo evidence. 
d) Cllr Cruz raised that there may be useful equipment available that formerly belonged to 

Rossett Festival. 
Action:  Cllr Cruz to discuss with Cllr Jones. 
e) Cllrs were reminded of the Planning Aid Wales course, the availability of OVW training and 

the requirement that initial training for new Cllrs be carried out within a year of taking office.  
Cllr Hobbley reminded people to let him know if they had attended training so that he can 
keep the GCC Training Plan up-to-date. 

https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications?civica.query.FullTextSearch=Gresford#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=73651&KeyText=Subject
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications?civica.query.FullTextSearch=Gresford#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=73651&KeyText=Subject
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications?civica.query.FullTextSearch=Gresford#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=73651&KeyText=Subject
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications?civica.query.FullTextSearch=Gresford#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=69897&KeyText=Subject
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications?civica.query.FullTextSearch=Gresford#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=69897&KeyText=Subject
https://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/planning/search-applications?civica.query.FullTextSearch=Gresford#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=69897&KeyText=Subject
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Action:  Clerk to recirculate OVW latest list of courses and ensure that Cllr Lewis receives 
relevant training information. 

1247.  Date, Venue and Time of next meeting 
a) The next Full Council meeting was confirmed for Thursday 6 April 2023 at 6.30pm  
The following committee meetings were brought to Cllrs’ attention:  
b) Cemetery Committee meeting on Tuesday 14 March 2023 at 6.30pm 
c) General Amenities Committee meeting on Wednesday 22 March 2023 at 6.30pm 

The meeting Closed 8.40pm 

 
 
 
CHAIR ....................................................         DATE................................................ 
CLLR JONES 
*This meeting took place remotely, using Zoom software, under the Local Government and Elections (Wales) 
Act 2021 (following The Local Authorities (Coronavirus)(Meetings)(Wales) Regulations 2020.) which make 
provision for meetings to take place remotely.  
 


